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BpeMeHa HC BI>I6I/IpaIOT, B HUX JXUBYT U YMHUPAIOT.

A. Kywinep

INPEAUCJIOBHUE

B sroli kHMre 3amedariieHbl BOCIIOMHHAHUS BETEpaHOB Benukoi
OteyecTtBeHHON BOMHEI 1941-1945 ronos. Bece oHM — xuTenu Haliero
ropoaa HoBocubupcka. B te manekue 40-e¢ rogsr XX Beka OONbIIMH-
CTBY M3 HUX ObUTO He Oonee nBaauaru. Jlydmiee BpeMs UX JKU3HHU, MO-
JI0JIOCTh, MPUILIOCH Ha BOWHY. BMecTo pamocTh MHUpHOM KHU3HH UX
KA oO0CTpesbl, 00MOApIUPOBKU, aTaKW, OTCTYIUICHUS, PAHCHHS U
rocnutaiy. BoliHa nomaia, Kajnedwia U yHOCHJIA UX JKM3HU, HO OHU
CTOWYECKHU MEPEHOCUIIN BCE TATOTHl BOGHHOTO BPEMEHH, CBSITO BEPUIIH
B no0eny U Jienanu Bce, YToObl ee NpuOIu3uTh. M3nanuem 3Toil KHUTU
MBI XOTeIH ObI BBIPa3UTh MCKPEHHIOK NPU3HATENFHOCTh U Onarojap-
HOCTh MOKOJICHHIO, OCBOOOIMBILIEMY HAIly CTpaHy W Hapojsl EBporib
ot (hamm3Ma u obecrnieuuBemMy JroasM 70 IeT Mupa.

B co3zmanuu 310N KHUIM NpuHUMaNM ydactue cryneHtsl HI'TY,
CIIyIIaTEeIN MPOTrpaMMbl IOMOJHUTENLHOTO oOpa3oBanus «llepeBomunk
B cdepe npodeccrnoHanbHOM KoMMyHHUKam». V3 ux Gecexn ¢ Berepa-
HaMU BOMHBI CIOKUJIMCHh 3TU YAMBHUTEIbHBIE UCTOPUU O CyAbOax ca-
MBIX Pa3HBIX JIFOJIei. MBI IBITATUCH MAKCUMAITBHO COXPAHUTh IO T H-
HOCTh TEKCTOB WHTEPBBIO, 3aITMCAHHBIX HAIMMHU CTYyJICHTaMH, Kak B
PYCCKOM, Tak W B aHTJIMHCKOM BapuaHTax. /[ymaercs, 4TO BHECEHHBIE
HaMH HE3HAYMTENbHBIE PEIaKTOPCKUE MPABKU U COKPAIICHHUS HE MCKa-
35IT OCHOBHOT'O 3aMbICIIa KHUTH.

W3nanue KHUTH OCYIIECTBICHO MpH (UHAHCOBOW MOIAEPIKKE
Oduca Anrauiickoro si3pika npu Iloconsecrse CIIA B Mockse.

Enena Anexcanopoena Pwiscosa



We do not choose the time
When we shall live and die.

A. Kushner

FOREWORD

The collection of interviews in Portraits of Veterans is meant to
capture a glimpse into the lives of Russian soldiers and civilians who
served in different capacities during World War |1 between the years
1941-1945, referenced as the Great Patriotic War throughout this book.
The Veterans have shared their stories, at times tragic in the hopes that
younger generations will better understand them, their generation and
the suffering they endured.

Their stories, history that could easily be forgotten, is now a part of
recorded history and through the efforts of the students of the Transla-
tion Program at ESP Foreign Languages Department, Novosibirsk State
Technical University (NSTU), this history is accessible in both English
and Russian.

Every effort was made to maintain accuracy of their accounts
throughout the process: from the audiotaping to the transcription to the
translation. At times, details about places and events were added to
build context or clarity to the English translation.

The veterans are current residents of Novosibirsk. Some veterans
lived in the city before the war, returning home at some point after,
while others relocated here after the war from different regions
throughout Russia and former republics of the Soviet Union.

There is something about courage that words often can’t describe.
Courage is selfless and unassuming. It requires us to step back, to look
outside ourselves and consider the needs of those who depend on us
which give us the strength to continue forward. So many of these sto-
ries capture the essence of what courage is: the quiet resolve even in the
face of fear to stand true to conviction without waver.

Jennifer L. Depto,
Sr. EL Office Fellow, NSTU



BJIATOJAPHOCTH

MpbI XOTHM BBIPa3uTh UCKPEHHIO OJIar0apHOCTh BETepaHaM, KO-
TOpBIE NIPUHSUIA y4acTHE B MHTEPBbIO. OHU SABIIAIOTCS MPEACTaBUTEIN -
MU apMUHU y4acTHUKOB Benmkoli OTedecTBEHHOU BONHBI, Ybsl HEU3MeE-
puMas xkepTBa obOecrieunsia MEpHOe Oynyiiee He TONBKO IS KUTEIeH
Halled CTPaHbl, HO U BCEro 4ejJoBeuecTBa. Mbl BeCbMa NPU3HATEIbHBI
pykoBoactBy HI'TY, B 4acTHOCTH NpPOPEKTOPY IO MEKIyHAPOIHBIM
ces3sim mipod. Lloro E. b. m mmpexropy LleHTpa MexITyHApOIHOTO
obpaszoBanus HekpacoBy B. B. 3a mognep)xky Ha NpOTSKEHUU BCErO
npoekTa. MbI BEIpakaeM OTpOMHYIO 0JaroJapHOCTh CIYIIATENSIM TpPO-
rpaMMbl JIONIOJIHUTENIbHOrO obpa3oBanus «llepeBonuuk B chepe npo-
(beccruoHaTbHONH KOMMYHHKALMU» Kadenpbl HHOCTPAHHBIX SI3BIKOB
TEXHUYECKHX (PaKyTbTETOB 32 peaTu3aIiio MpoeKTa. beun mpoBeaeHs
JIECATKM HHTEPBBIO, MOTPAuYEHbl Yachl BPEMEHM Ha MpeoOpa3oBaHHE
ayIMOMaTepHalioB B IUCbMEHHbIE TEKCThl, NEPEBOJ HAa AHIIMHCKUI
SI3BIK, @ TAaKXKe MOATOTOBKY Ipe3eHTaluu npoekra «/HTepBbIO ¢ BeTe-
panamu Benukoit OtedectBeHHOUM BoOMHBY 29 Mas 2015 rogma. Msl
IpU3HATeNbHbl cCOTpyAHUKY My3es HI'TY Haranse Buxkroposre XKna-
HOBOM 3a MOMOILIb B TOATOTOBKE MECTa IIPOBEAEHUS MTPE3ECHTALIMH MPO-
€KTa, a TaK)Ke 3a MPEeJOCTaBICHUE DKCIIOHATOB My3es A KHuru. Cra-
cubo Codre FOpreBHe [lonssHkMHOM 32 pa3pabOTKy BUIECONPE3ECHTALIII
JUI LIEPEMOHMH IPEJCTABICHUS MPOEKTa U 3a IMPOBEICHHUE 3TOIO Me-
ponpusitusi. Y, HaKoHell, Hallla UCKPEHHSs MPU3HATEIbHOCTh COTPY-
HukaMm Oduca anrnuiickoro si3bika npu [loconsctBe CIIIA B Mockse
3a NOJ/IEP)KKY U (PMHAHCOBYIO MTOMOIIb B OCYILIECTBICHUH MTPOEKTA.
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HNHTEPBBIO C BETEPAHAMMU

INTERVIEWS WITH VETERANS




HOBOCHUBHUPCK
B I'OJIbl BEJIMKOM OTEYUECTBEHHOM BOWHBI

XKutenu HoBocuOupcka BHECIM 3HAYMTENbHBIN BKIaa B molemy
HaJ (’pamHCTCKOH FCpMaHI/IeI/I B nnepuoJi Benukoit OteuecTBeHHOI BOMi-
Hbl. Ha MoMeHT Hauana BOWHBI Hacele-
Hue HoBocuOupcka HaCUUTHIBAIIO OKOJIO
404 TteICSIu yenmoBek. Kak Tonpko ObLIO
0O0BSBJIEHO O Hayalle BOMHBI, IPAKTUYE-
CKHU BCs INPOMBIIUIEHHOCTh ropoja Ie-
pelluIa Ha BBIYCK BOCHHBIX TOBApOB.

3a nmepsbsie ABa roga BOB Hoocu-
O6upck npuHaa okojo 70 3BakyHMpOBaH-
HBIX TOpeanpusTii, Bkimodas 31 o00o-
POHHBIN 3aBOJ. OBaKyalus JIIOAEH C
3anaaHoil yactu CCCP Ha HOBOCHOUMD-
CKYIO 3eMJTI0 Havasiach B utosie 1941 ro-
Jla. DBaKyallMOHHBIM MYHKT Ha CTaHIMU
HoBocuOupck oprannsoBan 21 aBrycra
TOro e roga. B To xe Bpems yxe Be-
JUCh OOJbIIME OOBEMBI CTPOUTEIBHBIX

pabor.

HoBocubupck Obu1 ogHMM 13 apceHanoB CoBeTckoi apMuu. Ypo-
BEHb BBIIYCKAEMbIX INPOMBIIUIEHHBIX TOBApOB BO3pOC 0Oojiee 4yeM B
5 pa3, a 07 MaIIMHOCTPOSHMs yBenuumiach B 4 pasa B 1945 rony,
YHUCICHHOCTh pab0o4MX M CIIy’KaIlMX 3a 9TOT MEPUO] BO3POCIIa IIOYTH B
2 paza.

Tpynsammecs: 3aBoma uM. YkanoBa M3roTOBWIM TpuMepHO 1/2 ot
O0IIEero KOJMYECTBA CaMOJETOB-UCTpEOHUTENeH, NPOU3BEIECHHBIX B
CTpaHe B BOGHHOE BpeMs, a pabouue 3aBoja «JIEKTPOCUTHAI»
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NOVOSIBIRSK
DURING THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR

The population of Novosibirsk played a significant role during the
Great Patriotic War. At that time there were about 404,000 people liv-
ing in Novosibirsk. When war was declared, nearly all the industrial
potential of the : -
city was putto
the manufac-
ture of muni-
tions.

Within the
first two years
of the war No-
vosibirsk  ab-
sorbed around
70  relocated

enterprises, In- Ha 3aBone nm.Uxkaiosa

cluding 31 de- In Chkalov Aircraft Plant
fense  plants.

The withdrawal of the population from the western part of the USSR to
Novosibirsk began in July, 1941. In the same year on the 21% of Au-
gust, the clearance depot for sending soldiers to the Front was opened.
In the meantime, a great quantity of building works had already been
launched.

Novosibirsk was one of the Soviet Army’s munitions depots. Dur-
ing the war years production increased five-fold, mechanical engineer-
ing grew four times, and the number of workers nearly doubled in that
period.

11



IIOPTPETHI BETEPAHOB

obecnieunnu paauocBs3pio outu 12 000 camoneros, 6onee 1000 Tan-
koB 1 36 000 nonpaznenenuii. B reuenue nByx netr BOB npeanpustus
LIBEHHOM U APYTHX KOOIEpaluil N3rOTOBWIM IIMHEIHN JJI1 KOMaHAUpPOB
COpOKa MBHU3MI, OOMYHIMPOBAHMS HA JICTHUW Tiepuon A 6omuee 250
IUBU3UN, BaJsHOW 00yBM Ha JBa jaecATka nuBu3uil. HoBocuOupckas
HIOpHO-ceieTbHas (Gadpuka MpeaocTaBuiIa apTHIUIEPHICKYIO YIIPSIKb
COTHE JUBU3UOHOB.

Ha tepputopun HoBocubupckoi o0macTi pa3MecTUiINCh CeMb Te-
aTpoOB, MYy3€H U rajepeu u3 cTojuubl U JIeHnHrpaaa. B BoeHHOe Bpems
IUTSL TIOJICpIKaHMs HacelleHust padoTany B 3BaKyanuu JIeHHMHTpaacKuid
npamatudeckuil Teatp uM. A.C. Ilymkuna, JleHuHrpaackuii KamepHbIi
OpKeCTp, HallMOHAJIBHBIN benopycckuii Tearp, LleHTpanbHblil JEeTCKUI
U ApyTHUE TEATPHI.

A B OnepHoM Tearpe XpaHuiauch GoHIbl TpeThIKOBCKOM rajepeu,
['ocymapcTBeHHOTO My3esi H300pa3uTeNbHBIX HCKycCcTB UM. IlymkuHa,
OtHorpaduyeckoro, BoenHo-apTuiuiepuiickoro myseeB JIeHuHrpaga u
MHOTHX JIPYTUX. DBaKyHpOBaHbI ObUTM MOCKOBCKHAN WHCTHTYT HHIKE-
HEPOB JKEJIE3HOJOPOKHOrO TpaHCIopTa, JJOHEUKUH HHIYCTPUAIBHBIN
UHCTUTYT U 1p. B 1944 rony opranusoBanu 3anaaHo-Cubupckuii ¢u-

~ man AH CCCP, xoropsli

A ‘  cran B OyaymeMm Omopoii

A — | HoBOCHOHPCKOrO HAYYHOTO

nentpa Cubupckoro orae-
JeHus AKaJeMUH HayK.

TToka3aTenu miaHa 3a
CMEHY

Shift Quotas

12



PORTRAITS OF VETERANS

Workers of the Chkalov aircraft plant produced approximately half
of the total amount of fighter planes built.

The workers of the Electrosignal plant, Electric Horn, supplied ra-
dio communications systems to nearly 12,000 aircraft, more than 1,000
tanks and 36,000 detachments. Within two years of the war, garment
factories produced overcoats for the commanders of 40 detachments,
summer uniforms for more than 250 detachments, and valenki, woolen
boots, for 20 detachments. Novosibirsk saddlery supplied one hundred
divisions with artillery harnesses.

The Novosibirsk area hosted seven theaters from Moscow and St Pe-
tersburg, and museums and galleries. Many theater troops were relocated
from the West such as the Leningrad Pushkin Academy Drama Theater,
the Leningrad Chamber Orchestra, the National Belorussian Theatre, and
the Central Children’s Theater. They supported the rear by providing en-
tertainment that boosted morale for the population of the city.

Many treasures that could be moved from the Tretyakov Gallery,
the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, the Russian Museum of Eth-
nography, the Leningrad Artillery Museum and other museums were
hidden in the Novosibirsk Ballet and Opera Theatre.

Moscow State University of Railway Engineering and Donetsk Poly-
technic Institute were also relocated to Novosibirsk. In 1944, the West

3aBoa «IJIEKTPOCUTHAID
The Electrosignal plant, Electric Horn

13



IIOPTPETHI BETEPAHOB

Bruto mocTpoeno winm pekoHCTpyupoBaHo Oojee 50 rocmuta-
Jied, B KOTOPBIX Jeurinch nmpuMepHo 220 000 BoeHHOCTYXaIIKUX, ObLIO
npoBeaeHo 6oiee 50 000 xupypruueckux orepanuid, 17 000 nepenu-
BAHMU KPOBH.

Bosnukime Ha teppuropun HoBocnOupckoil o0nactu ABHKEHUS
ObUIM HE3aMEeUIMTENILHO TOJIepKaHbl HapogoM. Tokapb kKomMOuHaTa
Nel79 (B macrosimee Bpemsi 3aBoj «Cubcenbmarny) [1.E. [upmioB B
1942 rony crtay ocHOBaTeneM ABUKEHUS «THICSIMHUKOBY, BBIIIOJIHHUB Ha
MOJIEPHU3UPOBAHHOM CTaHKE 3a OAHY cMeHy Ooisiee 10 HopMm. Taxoke
U3BECTHO O JIYHUHCKOM JBW)KEHHUHU IO NEPEBO3KE rabapUTHBIX yTOJb-
HBIX COCTaBOB.

Benukass OrtedecTBeHHas BoiHa Obula BpeMEHEM OOLIEero camMoIo-
xKepTBoBaHus. Tpyzasimuecs obnactu opraHuzoBain PoHJ 0OOPOHBI.
bnaronaps cobpanubiM Tpysaimumucs HoBocubupcekoit obnactu cpen-
CTBaM OBUIH MTOCTPOEHBI ACKAIPHIIBU HCTPEOUTENCH, OPOHEBOI 1M0oe3/1 U
nojBosaHas joaka «HoBocuOupckuit komcomosen». Beero ¢ Hauana
BOMHBI 1o 1 sHBaps 1945 roga xurenu HoBocuOupckoil obmnactu co-
Opanu Ha Boopyx)enue KpacHoii apmuu gyt 6osee 1 700 000 pyGuiei.
SIpKkUM IpHUMEPOM HApOJHOIO ABMKEHMs ObLIM COOPBI TEIJIbIX BELICH
U TIOJIapKOB I poHTa. B TeueHue Tpex JieT BoitHbI xutenn HoBocu-
oupcka nepenanu Coserckoii apmuu npumepno 200 000 mpeameros
BEPXHEHN OJIEHKIBL.

B teuenue nepBoro rosaa BOHHBI HA HOBOCHOMPCKYIO 3€MJIIO Iepe-
CEeJINJIOCh 3HAUYMTENbHOE KonmdecTBO Jtojed. Cpenu Hux Oonee 200
TBIC. HAIUIK palboTy B obnactu. VX Tpya cranm OONBIIUM MOJCIIOPHEM
IUIS CEJIBCKUX PaiioHOB: B 1942 rony 3BakyMpOBaHHBIE COCTaBUIIM IlIE-
CTYIO 4acTh TPYJIOCHOCOOHBIX KOJXO3HHUKOB 00jacTH. 3a00TOW ObLIN
OKpY>KE€HBI JIeTH, IPUOBIBIINE B 00JaCTh B COCTAaBE JACTCKUX YyUpexkKe-
HHUI.

Opnenamu u menansimu Coserckoro Coro3a OTMEYEHBI OKOJIO
5000 xwurenei obmacTu, a Menanblo «3a A0OJECTHBIN Tpyn B Benukoi
OteuectBeHHON BoitHe 1941-1945 rr.» Harpaxnaensl 6oxee 200 000
TPYASIIUXCS.

OrpoMHBIX XKepTB cTtouja mobena Han (ammsmom. C MOMeHTa
Hayaja BOWHBI M 110 KoHIa 1941 roma B apMmuio 3a4McieHbl Oojee

14



PORTRAITS OF VETERANS

Siberian Branch of the USSR Academy of Science was founded. After
the war it developed into a significant research and educational center
of the country. More than 50 hospitals were built or expanded, giving
medical treatment to more than 220,000 people. These hospitals pro-
vided more than 50,000 surgeries and 17,000 blood transfusions during
the war. In addition, 80 hospital trains were launched to create a supply
line from Novosibirsk to the Front.

Rallies in support of the war took place in the Novosibirsk region.
In 1942, P.E. Shirshov, the turner of Plant Ne 179, currently Sibsel-
mash, founded the tysyachniki, or the one-thousanders, who rallied to
outperform quotas at more than 1000 % of the norm in a shift. Lunin
was also noted for creating a movement to outnumber carriages of coal
they were transporting.

The Great Patriotic War was the time of general self-sacrifice.
Workers of the region organized the Defense Fund. Novosibirsk work-
ers raised money to build battle-plane squadrons, an armored train and
a submarine called the Novosibirsk Komsomolets. Within 4 years from
1941 t01945 the residents collected more than 1.7 billion rubles for
weaponization of the Red Army. People also gathered warm clothes
and presents to send to the Front. Within three years the Army received
about 200,000 pieces of clothing.

During the first year of war a vast amount of people moved to No-
vosibirsk. More than 200,000 people found jobs in the area. They con-
tributed a lot to agriculture. In 1942 nearly one-sixth of all kolkhozniks,
collective farm workers consisted of evacuees. The Novosibirsk resi-
dents provided for the welfare of children from more than a dozen chil-
dren’s homes also relocated to the city.

About 5,000 people from the Novosibirsk region were awarded
medals and more than 200,000 workers were awarded Medals for Val-
iant Labour during the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945.

The victory over fascism demanded sacrifice. During the first
6 months of the war, more than 200,000 people were enrolled in the
army: in 1942 — 300,000, in 1943 — 82,000, in 1944 — 34,500, in 1945 —
5,300 people. The soldiers and officers comprised 4 divisions, 10 bri-
gades, 7 regiments, 19 squadrons, 62 troops and 24 different units.
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200 000 uenogek. B 1942 roxy — 300 000 uenorek, B 1943 roxy
82 000, B 1944 romy — 34,5 Ttbeicsum, n0 ceHTsaOps 1945 roma —
5300 4en. 3a roabl BOWHBI HA TEPPUTOPUN 00IACTH OBUIO YKOMILIEKTO-
BaHo 4 nmuBmsum, 10 Opuran, 7 moskoB, 19 GatanboHOB, 62 POTHI U
24 paznuyHble KOMaHIbl. Yepe3 cucteMy BOGHHOI'O BceoOliero ooyue-
Hus obnacTte nepenaina apmuu okosio 7000 cuaitnepos, 6onee 7000 aB-
TOMAaT4YUKOB M MYJIeMeT4uKoB, 3430 MHHOMETYHKOB, 2225 OOHIOB
MIPOTUBOTAHKOBBIX PYXKE, 254 MOAPBIBHUKA U MHOTO IPYTMX BOCHHBIX
cnenuanuctoB. Ha oOydyeHue B BOEHHbIE ydwiHila ObUIM MPU3BAHbBI
27 194 denoBeka. B jelicTByIOIIyI0 apMHIO YIUIM JOOPOBOJIBHO
12 652 xenmuH. MHOTHE JIEBYIIKH Yepe3 CHCTEMY BOEHHOTO o0yue-
HUS OBJIAJICIIN CIICITUAIHOCTSIME CBSI3UCTOB, CHAHUTIEPOB, MEJICECTED.
BonbuinHCTBO HE BEpHYJIOCH C BOiHBL. HoBOCHOUPIIBI MOTEpAIU
okoyio 180 000 wenoBek, cpemu kotopeix 79 300 — moru6im, 18 300 —
ymepiau ot pal, 80 700 — npomanu 6e3 Bectu u mpumepHo 1500 — mo-
ru6au B meHy. Cpeau HoBocubOupues 6osaee 200 uenoek cranu ['epo-
amu Coerckoro Coro3a, a neryuk-uctpedoutens A.M. Ilokpbimkun
CTaJl TICPBBIM B CTPaHE BOMHOM, yJIIOCTOSHHBIM 3TOT'O 3BAHUS TPHIKIIBI.
3a roasl BOMHBI OH coBepiina 560 60eBbIX BHUIETOB, MpoBen 156 BO3-
OyuIHbIx 0oeB, coun Oonee 116 camoneroB npoTuBHUKA. MHOTHE 00B-
exThl B HoBocHOMpCKe Ha3BaHbI HMEHEM U3BECTHOTO CHOUPSIKA.

Mamepuanet noocomosnenvt Onveou Mamy
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Military training was provided to approximately 7,000 snipers, more
than 7,000 submachine and machine gunners, 3,430 mortarmen, 2,225
anti-tank riflemen, 254 demolition men and many other military spe-
cialists. 27,194 people received more specialized training in military
schools. 12,652 women volunteered to serve at the Front. Many young
women were trained to be signal operators, snipers, drivers and nurses.
Many people didn’t come back from the war. Novosibirsk lost
180,000 residents, 79,300 of whom died, 18,300 died of wounds,
80,700 went missing and about 1,500 died as prisoners of war. More
than 200 people became Heroes of the Soviet Union; air fighter A.l.
Pokryshkin became the first soldier in the country to receive this title
three times. During the war he made 560 operational flights, fought 156
air battles and shot down 116 enemy planes. Many locations and struc-
tures around the city have been named after this renowned Sibiryak.

Translated by Olga Mats

Cubupsiku-apruiiepuctsl B Kenurcoepre

Siberian artillerymen in Konigsberg
«Myz3eii Topona HoBocubupcka»
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Bbopucos Bacuamiit CrenanoBu4 poouncs ¢ 1923 200y ¢ Kemepos-
ckoti oonacmu. On ywen na ¢ppoum eecnoti 1942 200a. Bacunuii Cme-
nanosuu yuacmeosan 6 Cmanunepao-
ckou  bumee, 20e Obll  pameH.
Haepascoen opoenom Benuxoii Ome-
yecmeenHou eounvl | cmenenu, meoa-
b0 «3a boesvie 3acnyeuy, mMeoanvio
«3a 3awumy Cmanunmepaoa» u MHO-
uMU Opyumu.

Sl yuwactHuk  CranuHrpajackou
6utBbl. CHayanma XOuy pacckasartb,
nouyeMy ke MMeHHO CTallMHrpajckas
OWUTBa HACTOJIIBKO M3BECTHA. JTO OBLIO
CpaKE€HHE, KOTOPOE PeLIniio Cyap0y BOiHBL. ['uTiep HamepeBaics 3a-
xBatuth CranuHrpasn, ¢popcupoBats Boniry m aBurathest Briayob crpa-
Hbl. Coto3Hukamu ['epmanuu Obimn SAnonus u Typrus. B Tom cioyugae,
ecnu Obl HeMIIaM yjanoch 3axBatuth CranuHrpan, Anonus u Typrus
HEMEJIEHHO BCTYNuiIM Obl B BoiHy. Eciin Ob1 CTanuurpan nas, Hamen
CTpaHe NMpHILIOCHh Obl BoeBaTh Ha JBa (ppoHTa. HenssectHO, KakoB ObLI
ObI MCX0J] BOWHBI B 3TOM ciy4ae. CtajmHrpajackas OMTBa cTaja repe-
JIOMHBIM MOMEHTOM B MCTOpHM BOWHBI. [locie Hee MHUIMAaTHBaA Nepe-
nuta B pyku KpacHoli apmuu, HEMIIBI YK€ HE HACTYIAJIU, @ OTCTYIaJIH.

Sl ObUT KOMaHAMPOM CTPEIKOBOrO B3BoJa. MHe Obuio 18 ier.
Hamemy B3BOAy Oblia mocTaBjeHa 3aj1a4ya HE MyCTUTh HeMIEB kK Boi-
re. Crosate HacMepTh. CtanuH usgan npukas Ne 227, B KOTOpOM ObLIO
CKa3aHO, YTO HaJ HAlllel CTPaHOW HAaBUCJA CMEPTENbHAs ONACHOCTh U
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Vasiliy Stepanovich Borisov was born in 1923 in the Kemerovo re-
gion. He went to the Front in the spring of 1942. Vasiliy S. Borisov par-
ticipated in the Battle of Stalin-
grad where he was wounded. He
was awarded The Order of the
Great Patriotic War 1st Class,
the Medal For Combat Service,
the Medal For the Defence of
Stalingrad, among others.

I am a participant of the
Battle of Stalingrad. First I want
to tell you why it is that the bat-
tle of Stalingrad has become so
famous. It was the battle that
decided the fate of the war. Hit-
ler intended to occupy Stalingrad (now Volgograd), to cut across the
Volga River and move inland. Germany’s allies were Japan and Tur-
key, and if Germany had succeeded in occupying Stalingrad, Japan and
Turkey would have immediately entered the war. If Stalingrad had fall-
en, we would have fought on two fronts. Nobody knows what the out-
come of the war would have been then. The Battle of Stalingrad be-
came a turning point of the war. After that the Red Army seized the
initiative; the Germans weren’t attacking, but retreating.

| was eighteen years old. | was a commanding officer of an in-
fantry platoon. Our platoon was confronted with the task of preventing
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OTCTyHaTh Jaiblie Hekyna. [Ipuka3 3TOT Ha3blBaIM «HU IIAry Ha3al».
W neiicTBUTENIBHO, MBI BCe CTOsSUIM 10 nocienHero. Ilorepu Oblan
6onpme, Ho KpacHast apmus He Aana HEMIIaM BO3MOXHOCTb WITH
JaJiplie.

Koneuno, 6o ObLIM OYEHB KECTOKHE, HEMIIbl PBAJIMCH B 0Oil.
Ocob6eHHo noHMMana HeMmelkas aBuanus. CaMoseTsl BbUIETAIN C pac-
CBETOM, TMKUPOBAJIM BJOJb JUHUU (PpoHTA U OOCTpENMBaIN HAIIHU MO-
sunmu. CpaxkeHus nUM U Ha 3emie. JIloJckue moTepu ObUIM OYEHBb
OosblMe, MTOJOBMHA HAILlEro B3Boja IoJeria torga. Ho Bce-Taku Mbl
BbIcTOsM. Hale rmaBHOKOMaHj0BaHUeE pa3paboTaso MiIaH OKPYKEHUs
HEMELIKOH apMHUH, KOTOPBIH 1 ObLUT OCYILLIECTBIIEH.

Hemiter 660t okpyskensl, 1 6osee 300 000 conmar u odumepos
ObUTH BBIHYXXJEHBI c1aThesl. HO maske B TaKMX CIIOKHBIX YCIOBHUSX HaM
yJIaBaJoch He MOjJaBaThCsl cTpaxy. KoHeuHo, BoWiHAa — 3TO CTpaLIHO.
Ho nanuku He 6bu10. MBI OBIIIM MOJIO/IBI, CAMU Ha POKOH HE JI€3JIU, HO
1 He OosuTuCh. Y MeHs ObLJIO Takoe OIIyIICHHE, YTO JOMOH s HE Bep-
Hych. OOcTaHOBKa ObLTa Takas, 4TO AK€ HUKAKOH HaJIEXIbl Ha BO3-
BpalleHue He Obu10. Bblo OBl OueHb TsIKEN0, HO Hac OblII0 MHOTO. MBI
LUK IUIeYOM K Iiedy. OTo Kak B mocnoBuie: «Ha mupy u cmepts
KpacHa.

S xouy pacckazarb BaM 00 OJIHOM HMHTEPECHOM Cilydae, KOTO-
pBIit Ipoun3zolen co MHOHM Ha BoiHe. Koraa s yxoauin Ha QpoHT, cTap-
M Opat moJapui MHE 3alMCHYIO KHMXKKY. S Bceraa HOCHUII ee B THM-
HACTEpKe, B JICBOM HarpyJHOM KapMmaHe. B TOT JeHp Hamia JUBU3HS
BEpHYJIACh TOCIIEe aTaku. $1 yBUEIN, U4TO TOT Camblii OJIOKHOTHUK BECh
pazopsad. [lyng nponsuna Oymary HackBO3b, a TEJIO AK€ HE 3ajiena,
npencrasisere? S naxe yaap He MO4yBCTBOBal. TOJNBKO MOTOM YXe
MIOHSAJI, YTO YyTh HE yMep. S coXpaHHJI 3TOT OJIOKHOT, MPUBE3 JOMON U
nokazan Opary. Ckazan emy: «Bot, Oparodek, TBOW MOAApOK MHE
KHU3Hb CIIAcH.

K coxanenuto, 6e3 paHeHHil Bce paBHO He 0001IOCH. S ObUI
paHeH B npaBoe maedo B 1944 rony. IlyneBoe panenue. IlomHI0, Hauan
crpenats U3 IITP no taHky, a cHailinmep HEMEUKHM MeHs 3aMeThi. S
nposexan 4 mecsia B rocnuraie, B Omcke. [Torom MHe nanu rpynmy
WHBIWIHOCTH M OTHpaBUiM B IIpokombeBCcK, paboTaTh BOCHPYKOM B
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the Germans from crossing the Volga River: to fight up to the last
trench. Stalin issued Order Ne 227 which stated that deadly peril was
upon our country, so there was no retreat. That order was called “Not
One Step Back”. And we truly remained steadfast to the last. There
were heavy casualties, but the Red Army didn’t give German soldiers
any opportunity to advance.

The fighting was severe; the Germans attacked with a fierce-
ness. German aviation exhausted us. The planes departed at dawn,
buzzed along the Front line and pounded our positions. Obviously,
there was fighting aground. The death toll was unimaginable; half of
our platoon was Killed. But we held out. Headquarters devised a plan of
entrapping the German army, which we fulfilled.

The Germans were surrounded and more than 300,000 soldiers
and officers had to surrender. But even under such conditions we didn’t
give way to fear. War is a terrible thing. But we didn’t panic. We were
young but we weren’t afraid. Still, we didn’t take the bear by the tooth,
that is, go looking for danger. Like others, | had a feeling that I
wouldn’t come back home. The atmosphere was so tense, that we lost
our hope to return. | guess, if 1 had been alone, that would have been
difficult for me, but there were a lot of us. We moved shoulder to
shoulder, just like in the proverb: misery loves company.

| want to share with you an interesting case, which happened to
me during the war. When | joined up for the war, my elder brother pre-
sented me with a notebook. I always wore it in my shirt, in a left lapel
pocket. That day our division came back after an attack. And | saw that
very notebook torn apart. The bullet had passed through the paper, but
didn’t even touch my body, can you imagine that? I didn’t even feel the
bullet strike me. Only after that | realized that | had nearly died. | saved
that notebook, took it back home and showed it to my brother. | told
him, “Look, brother, your gift saved my life!”

Unfortunately, there were wounded. In 1944 | was wounded in
the right shoulder. A bullet wound. | remember | opened fire at a tank
with my antitank rifle and one German sniper noticed me. | spent four
months in a hospital in Omsk. | was given disability status and sent to
Prokopyevsk to work as a military director at a school. Then | entered
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1IKose. 3areM sl MOCTYNUJ B UHCTUTYT. Mosl cienuaibHOCTh — UHXKE-
Hep-Metamtypr. Korga s yumics B MHCTHUTYTE, CTall0 M3BECTHO, YTO
BOITHa 3akoHunIachk. KoHeuno, 6b110 ukoBanue, pajgocts! Ho 3ta pa-
JOCTH ObLJIa B BIIEPEMEIIKY CO clie3aMu. MHOTHE MOTePsUIn Apy3er U
POJICTBEHHUKOB. Y Hac B ceMbe ObLIO 5 OpaTheB, Bce ObUIM HA (GPOHTE.
JlBa Opara moru0nu, Tpoe ObUTH NCKAJICYCHEI.

[Tocne okOHYAaHMS YHHUBEpPCUTETA IO MyTEBKE OT MUHUCTEPCTBA
s ObLT oTIIpaBiieH B HoBocuOupck Ha MeTamutyprudeckuii 3aBoa. Tam s
npopaboTai 50 ser.

Humepevio Examepunvl Huxonaesoii
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an institute. While 1 was in school, it was reported that the war was
over. People were triumphant. But that very triumph was mixed with
tears. Many people lost their friends and relatives. There were 5 sons in
our family, all of them served at the Front. Two of them died, three of
us were wounded.

After graduating from the university the ministry sent me to
Novosibirsk to work at a metallurgic plant as a metallurgic engineer. |
worked there for fifty years.

Translated by Ekaterina Rudikh
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I'onuapoB UBan SAxoBiaeBu4 poouncs 28 oxmsops 1920 zo0a 6
cene Bepx-Kapeam 30eunckozo paiiona Hosocubupckoii oonacmu. Ha
¢pponm Hean Aroenesuu ywen npsamo c
napaoa na Kpacnoti nrowaou 6 Mockee.
Yuacmeosan e 6osx noo Mocksoi, oceo-
ooxcoan Bopoueoc, Cmapwiii Ockon, Ke-
Huecbepe. Boiiny 3akonuun ¢ Mowneonuu.
bBuvin 0sascowt panen. Haepaosxcoen opoe-
Hom Omeuecmeennoti gounvt | u |l cmene-
Hu, mpems opoenamu Kpachou 36e30uvl,
meoanamu «3a boesuvle 3acmyeuy, «3a bum-
8y noo Mockeoii», «3a oceoboocoenue be-
nopyccuuy, «3a e3amue Kenuecbepeay,
«3a obopony Mocksviy, «3a nobedy nao
TI'epmanueti 6 200vb1 gotinvl 1941—-1945 e2», «3a nobedy nao Anonueti» u
Opyaumu HA2paoamu.

Korpa ¢ammucrckas I'epmanust Hanana Ha Coserckuit Coro3s, st
yxke ciayxun Ha [lanpHeM BocToke, ydmics B IIKOJIE CEPKAHTCKOTO
cocTaBa, MOCKOJIbKY B apMmuio Obln mpu3BaH B 40-m rogy. Ham torna
TOBOPHJIM, YTO MBI OYyZIeM BOEBATh C STMIOHIIAMH, ITOTOMY YTO STTOHIIBI
Hanaganu Ha Coserckuil Coro3, 1 Ha 3anajg Mbl He noeneM. Koraa xe
MBI y3HaJIH O HamnajaeHuu ['epmanun, Hamry nuBu3nio Ne 239 norpysunu
B MO€311 U OOBSBUJIM, YTO MBI €IeM Ha yuyeHue Ha 18 CyToK, He CKazas,
OJTHAKO, YTO MBI e/ileM Ha GpoHT. Ho MHOTHE MOHSIIH, umo HaM Mpe-
CTOUT Ha CaMOM JIelie.

Mg1 npuexanu Mocksy, rie 7 Hos0pst 1941 roga cocrosics Bo-
eHHbIN napan. Hama nuBusnsa ydactBoBasia B HeM. [Ipsmo ¢ aroro ma-
pajsa Mbl OTISITh IOTPY3UJIMCH B O3] Ha CTAHIIMK Y3J10Bas, a pa3rpy-
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Ivan Alexandrovich Goncharov was born on October 28, 1920 in
the village of Verh-Kargat, Zdvinsky district, Novosibirsk region. He
went to the Front right from the parade
on the Red Square in Moscow. Ivan
Alexandrovich participated in the Bat-
tle of Moscow, the liberation of the
cities of Voronezh, Stary Oksol, and
Konigsberg. He was awarded the Or-
der of the Patriotic War 1st Class &
2nd Class, three Orders of the Red
Star, the Medals For Battle Merit, for
the Defense of Moscow, For the Liber-
ation of Belarus, For the Capture of
Konigsberg, For the Victory over Ger-
many in the Great Patriotic War 1941
1945, and the Medal For the Victory over Japan.

When fascist Germany attacked The Soviet Union | served in
the Army in the Far East and studied in the Sergeant Training Center,
since | had already been recruited in 1940. We were told that we would
fight the Japanese because they attacked the Soviet Union and we
would not go to the West. When information about Germany’s attack
was received, our division #239 boarded a train. Although we were told
that we would go to joint field training exercises for eighteen days, we
actually went to the Front. A lot of us realized what was to come.

We came to Moscow region and then to the city of Moscow.
There was a parade on November 7, 1941. That year our division took
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3wUCh 1o CTaMHOTOPCKOM. DTO OBLT MepeHmid Kpai ppoHTa: ObUIH
CJIBIIIIHBI B3pbIBBI CHapsA0B. Korjga Mbl mpuObLIN B 4acTh, HAC OCTPO-
nmm U ckazanu: «Komcomoblibl, BEIMTH Briepea!» BpIIym HECKOJIBKO
4eNloBeK, U A cpeau HUX. «KTo kenaer B pa3BeAKy?» — CIPOCHIN Hac.
Hano noOwiTh «si3bIKa» — TO €CTh MMOMMaTh HEMIA KHBOTO, YTOOBI
y3HaTh, KAKHE BOKWCKA CO CTOPOHBI (harmmcTckoit I'epManuu CTosST Ipo-
tuB Hac. CTanu MOJHUMATh PYKH, XOTS B OOSIX-TO MBI €llle HE ObLIH,
HHUKaKOM1 BOCHHOU MPAKTUKH, TOJIBKO TEOPUIO YUUIIA.
S Toxke pyKy MOJHSUI, BCe-TaKu ObUT KOMaHIUPOM OTAeNieHusl. Bri3Ba-
nock Hac 10 gyenoBek. M Mbl monuy k HeMiiaM Ha no3unuu. [loamnonsnu
MO-TUTACTYHCKU 10 MEPEeIHUX OOOPOHUTENHHBIX HEMEUKHUX OKOIOB H
3aJeriiv, BbDKUIas, KOTa MOsIBUTCS Tie-HUOyAbp Hemell. JKanu 1oro.
Hakomnen, nosBuiics oauH HeMel. Mbl €ro CXBAaTUIIM, a OH YCIIEeN KpUK-
HYTb, U, KOT/1a OH KPUKHYJI, IPYTU€ HEMIIbI CTAJIN CTPEJIATh U3 aBTOMa-
Ta B Hamy ctopoHy. OnuH Ham conjat norud. Mel 3TOro HeMmua Jo-
CTaBWJM K HallleMy KOMaHIOBaHWIO. BOT Tak 3akoHuYMIach Haiia
pa3Benka. bounblie s B pa3BeiKy HE XOIMIL

Korga Mbl 3ammmany MockBy, IPUXOAWIIOCH OKOIIBI phITh. KO-
MaJIu HOYBIO, 3eMJIsl yKe OblLia Mep3lias, JIONaThl JJOMAJUCh, HO BCE JKe
Mbl oKonayiuch. CUIAMM HOYBIO B TpaHILESAX, & YTPOM HEMIIbI TIOLUIA B
HacTyIieHue npotuB Hac. Koraa oHu npuOiImu3miInce K HaleMy OKOIMYy,
MbI BBICKOUWJIM U C KpuKaMu: «3a poauny, 3a Cranuna! Bnepen!» u
MOIITM B aTaKy, BCTYNWUIU B PYKOMAIIHbIA O0oil. OHU HE BBICTOSIIH
MIPOTUB HAC U OTCTYNWIM. 3HaeTe, KOr/ia UJAellb B aTaKy, HE TOMHHUILb
HU Nany, HU Mamy, Oexuilb, Kak 3Bepb. [lonq MockBoii Oou ¢ nepemen-
HBIM YCIIEXOM MPOJI0JIKATIMCh BeCh HOSIOPb, /10 Hadana jaekadps. B ne-
kabpe 3amaaueiM pporTOM cTan koManmaoBath [.K. XKykoB. MsI xo-
POLIO 3aKpenuian 000pOHY, 3HAJIH, YTO MPUKA3aHO: HY 1Iary Ha3an!

6 nexalbpsi Mbl MOIUIM B KOHTPHACTYIJIEHUE, a B OHON M3 aTak
OMSATh BCTYNUJIM B PYKONAIIHYIO CXBaTKy. MeHs paHuio rpaHaroil. Pa-
HWJIO ceMblo ockonkamu. [Ipencrasnsere, Bce uayt B OOH, a g JeXy U
MOJHATHCA HE MOTY. XO0JI0JHO, KpOBb HE CBOpauuBaercs. Jlexxan s no-
ro. ITorom kakoW-TO paHeHBI COJIIAT MHE IOMOT MOJAHATHCA. S medn,
KaK MOT, TIOTOM OCTAaHOBWJIM Ta4aHKy W TOABE3IH MEHs, OyKBajIbHO
noJ1 oocTpenamu, K caHUTapHoMy moe3ny. Korna 3aien B Baros,
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part in this parade. As soon as the parade finished, we got on a train at
Uzlovaya Station and went to Stalinogorsk. It was the Front: we could
hear the sounds of exploding bombs. We came at night and formed
ranks. Our commander ordered, “Komsomol members, one step for-
ward”. Two or three took steps forward from the rank, I was among
them. We were asked if anybody wanted to be a secret service agent.
Our mission was to get a captive who would reveal information about
German troop locations. We raised our hands in spite of having no mili-
tary training practice; we had studied only theory. | raised my hand too
because | was the commander of the detachment. Ten people volun-
teered to be secret agents. We went to the German Front; we crawled
and laid there waiting until a German soldier came into sight. We were
waiting for some time when one soldier appeared. He screamed when
we captured him and thus alerted the other German soldiers who started
to shoot towards our position. One of our soldiers was killed, but we
delivered the captive to our commander. This is how our secret opera-
tion was over. | never again took part in such missions during the war.

We took part in the Defense of Moscow. We had to dig trenches
at night and since the ground was frozen, our shovels broke; however
we managed it. We were waiting for the enemy in trenches. The Ger-
man army attacked in the morning. As they ran towards our front line,
we attacked from the trenches crying out, “For the Motherland! For
Stalin! Move forward!” We engaged in hand-to-hand combat. The
German line of defense broke and they retreated. You should know that
if you attack, you don’t think about anything, neither your father nor
mother; you are attacking like a beast. Fighting in the Moscow region
was not very successful for us. Battles continued all November and up
to the beginning of December. G.K. Zhukov became the commander of
the Western Front in December. We fortified our defense obeying Or-
der Ne 227, “Not One Step Back”.

On December 6 we counterattacked our enemies and moved for-
ward. There was one more hand-to-hand battle in one of the attacks. |
was wounded by a grenade, not by a bullet. Can you imagine: seven
splinters entered my body. Our army was attacking but | was lying on
the ground unable to stand up. It was cold and | was bleeding. Then a
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Bpauyd MHE Cpa3y Jaju CTOIKY BOAKHU JJs mojaepxku. Tak g nmomnan B
rocnutaiib B ropox Ilyraues, rae nposen 3 mecsua. Ilocie rocnurans
OTIPABWIA MEHS B 3aIIACHBIN MOJIK, IPUCBOWJIM 3BaHUE CTAPLIETO CEp-
KaHTa, Ha3HAYWIM IIOMOIIHMKOM KOMaHAMpa B3BOJA, M OIATH Ha
¢bpont nox Boponex, Ha FOro-zanaansiii ¢pont, B Ctapbeiii OCKoJI.
Jlepxaiii Mbl 000pOHY 10JIr0. MeHs TaM CHOBa paHuIo.

[Toman s B rocnurtans Ha cTaHuuu [loBopuHO, a HEMIIBI GOMOUITU
3Ty CTAHIIMIO KKyt HOUYb. [1o HOYaM MBI ciacaiuch OT OOMOEKEeK B
I10JIe: HaM BBLAABAJIM OZEsia, HA KOTOPBIX Mbl cniaiu. S mompocuiics B
rOCHHTa b ONIKE K JIOMYy, YTOOBI POMHBIX NOBUAATh. Jlamm MHE
HanpasiieHue B rocrnutanb Kyiiosimesa. Korna neuusics, mo3HakoMuJ-
cs1 ¢ meacecTpoi. Mue Ob110 22 rona, a ek 17 ner.

Korna BeI3gopoBen, MHE Jajid HEAENIO OTIIYCKa, U s Moexail B Jie-
peBHIO B 3BUHCKUH pailoH. MaTh yBHI€lla MEHS M HE y3HaJla CHavasja.
Korna y3nana, roppko 3amiakaiga U Bce XoJuiaa BOKPYr MeHs. Tam s u
Opata cBoero moBuaaj, OH ObLI paHEH B PyKy. Y HEro Hayajiach Iras3o-
Bas raHIpeHa, XOTeJIn eMy pyKy OTHAThH. [lo3ke Kak-TO 3ajeduiiv, HO
pyka He pasrubanack. OH Tak IUIaKall, KOI/a sl yXOJWJ, TOBOPHIIL:
«HaBepHoe, Mbl He yBUIUMCS Ooubiie». Tak OHO M CIIy4HUIIOCh, OH TIO-
ru0 1 OOJIbINE 5 €0 HE BHJIEIL.

W3 rocniuTana s nonyuui HampasieHue B KpacHosipck, B yueOHbIH
IIOJIK, TJIe TOTOBWJIM CepKaHTOB. 110 OKOHYAaHMM LIKOJIBI MEHS Hampa-
BWIN B JPYI'yIO IIKOJy, MPU TJIABHOM YIPABJIEHUU KOHTPPA3BEIKU B
HoBocubupcke. A B 3T0 Bpemsi JeBYyIIKa-MeCcecTpa, ¢ KOTOPOMl s To-
3HAKOMMJICS B TOCHIUTAJIE, YUUIIACh B (heIbAIIEPCKO-aKyIIEPCKOM 1IKO-
ne B HoBocubupcke. Mbl Hauanu BCTpevaThesl.

B 1944-m meHs onsTh oTnpaBuwid Ha GpoHT. I10 ObLT 3-i1 beno-
pycckuit ¢ppoHT. TyT s yke B aTaKky He XOJUJI, TOCKOJIbKY ObLT oduIle-
poMm u KoHTppasBemuukoM. S paboran B mrade. OcBoboannu mbl be-
nopyccuto B 1944 rony, 3atem ocBoOoxnanu JIutBy. Mbl mepenuin
peky Heman, xotopas muwia nmo rpanune ¢ JlutBon u I'epmanment, u
Havanu OoeBble neicTBus B Bocrounoii IIpyccuu. Ykperuienus tam
ObUIM CHUJIBHBIE, HO TOPOJ MBI B3sUTH ¢ mepBoro pasa. OJgHako, uepes
HEKOTOpOE BpeMsi HEMIIbl HalaJli Ha Hac 1 BbIOWaM u3 KenurcOepra.

28



PORTRAITS OF VETERANS

wounded soldier approached me and helped me to get on my feet.

| could barely walk so I got into a wheelbarrow and while under attack
was delivered to the hospital train. When | entered the carriage, doctors
gave me a drink of vodka to sustain me. This is how I got to the hospi-
tal. | was there, in the town of Pugachev for three months. After the
hospital I was sent to a reserve regiment and promoted to rank of ser-
geant major. Once more | returned to the Front: the Voronezh Front,
the Southwestern Front, the city of Stary Oskol. | continued fighting
until 1 was wounded again.

I got to the hospital at Povorino Station. The Germans bombed that
station every night. We went to a field, were given blankets to sleep on,
and that is how we survived the nights. | asked to be sent to a hospital
closer to my home because | wanted to see my relatives. | was given a
referral to Kuybyshev, a town in the Novosibirsk region where there
were a lot of hospitals. When | was receiving treatment, | met a nurse.
| was 22 years old, and she was 17.

Later | got better, and was given a one-week vacation, so | went to
my village in the Zdvinskiy district. My mother saw me and didn’t rec-
ognize me at first. When she did at last, she burst into tears and walked
around, happy to see me. There | also saw my brother, who had been
wounded in the arm. He had gas gangrene and doctors wanted to ampu-
tate his hand, but later it somehow healed, though his hand never un-
bent. He cried so much when | was leaving and said to me, “Perhaps,
we will not meet again.” And he was right: he died and | never saw him
again.

In the hospital, | was given a referral to Krasnoyarsk, for a sergeant
training regiment. Then | was sent to the counterintelligence school in
Novosibirsk. That girl 1 had met in the Kuybyshev hospital studied first
aid and obstetrics in a school in Novosibirsk. While | was in studying
in Novosibirsk we began dating.

Later in 1944, | went to the Front again. This time it was the 3rd
Belarusian Front. I didn’t fight there, because I was an officer and a
counterintelligence agent. | worked as a staff officer. We freed Belo-
russia in 1944, then Lithuania. After that, we crossed the Neman River
on the border between Lithuania and Germany and started military
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B 5710 Bpems y Hac moru0® KOMaHAYIOMMKA (POHTOM TEHEpan apMHU
UYepnsixosckuid. [Ipucnanum HaMm Ipyroro KoMaHayroIero, Ajekcasapa
Bacunesckoro, v Mbl onsTh nouutd mrypmonats Kenurcoepr. 2 yaca
Ouna apTHUIepUs, TIOTOM IIOJICTETIM CaMOJIEThl, KaK NTHUIBI, Bce HEOO
3aKkpbITO ObUTO. MBI 3ansun Kenurcoepr. 3neck, B Bocrounoii [pyccun,
Hac 3acTajla HOBOCTh 00 OKOHYaHMM BOHHBI. Pajmoctu Hamieit He ObLI1O
npenena. Bee pagoBanuce, e, isicaiu.

UYepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMsi Halll (PPOHT MOTPY3UIIH B TIO€3/]a U I0eXa-
mu mbl HAa Boctok. [Ipuexanu B MOHronuo, rjie >Kuid Ueablii Mecsl.
OO0bsaBwIN HacTyuieHne. Mbl nepecekiiu nmycteiHio 1'oou, 105 km. Hu
BOJIbI, HU €IIbI HE ObLIO, OBLJIO OYEHb TSAXKENO. MBI MEpenuIn yepes
Bonbmoit Xunran, rae ObU10 O4eHb omacHo, nouutu ao [lopT-Aptypa.
A 3 cenTsa0ps 00bsBIIM KOHel BoiHe ¢ Snonueit. U ocrancs s ciy-
#uTh B [lopT-Aptype. B 1946 rony Mue nanu otnyck. S nmoexain u xe-
HuiIcs Ha aToil mencectpe — JKene, u tam, B [lopT-ApType, y Hac poau-
nacek Aouka. [Ipoxxunu Mel ¢ )keHoH 59 ¢ MOJOBUHOM JIET, OHA yMepJia
OT UHCYNbTa. BOT Takas cyan0a.

Xo4y cKa3aTb BaM, 4TO HaJ0 PAacCKa3blBaTh IIpaBly O BOMHE, IIO-
TOMY 4YTO MHOTHE IIBITAIOTCA €€ UcKaxaTh. JT0 Hama Coserckas Kpac-
Has apmus nodennina ¢amm3M. COIO3HUKH-TO BTOPOU (POHT OTKPBLIH
TOrzAa, Koraa noHsui, uro Coserckuit Coro3 yx SIBHO BOWHY BBIMTPAJL.

CrpamiHo HaMm ObLIO, TsKeNo. BbUIO CTpamiHO XOJUTH B araky,
CTpaIlHO 0eXaTh OT TAHKOB M CaMOJIETOB, IIOTOMY YTO €CJIM PaHAT, MO-
najeus B ieH. Ho Mbl Bce BbIHECIH, BCE MEPEKUIH, MPEOI0JIETH, Mbl
JyMaJld O CTpaHe, 0 cBoeil PonuHe.

S 3axoHunn BoHHY JeliTeHaHTOM. Camasi BBICOKasi Harpajga — 3TO
opaeH OteuectBeHHOU BoMHBI | u |l crenenu, Tpu opaena Kpachoit
3Be311bl, Menanu «3a 60eBbie 3aciyruy, «3a OuTBy moa MockBoiy, «3a
ocBoboxxaenne benopyccun», «3a B3satue Kenurcoepray, «3a o0opony
MockBbl», «3a nobeny Han I'epmanueii u SAnoxnueii».

Hnmepeswio Kannvl Tapacosoti u Jlrobosu L]vicankosot
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operations in East Prussia (today known as the Kaliningrad region).
There were strong fortifications, but we took the city on the first at-
tempt. After some time, the Germans attacked and forced us out of Ko-
nigsberg. At this time, our commander of the Front General
Chernyakhovsky was killed. They sent another commander, Alexander
Vasilyevsky, and we attacked Konigsberg again: our artillery fired for
two hours; after that our planes came, like birds covering the sky.
That’s how we captured Konigsberg. Here, in East Prussia we heard
that the war ended. How happy we were! We sang, danced and re-
joiced.

After some time, our division was sent east by train to Mongolia
where we stayed for a month. Only then we began our offensive. We
crossed the Gobi Desert, 105 kilometers without water or food. It was a
test of endurance. We overcame the Greater Khingan Range, a danger-
ous journey, eventually reaching Port Arthur on September 3". It was
the day when the end of war with Japan was announced. | stayed to
serve in Port Arthur. Later, in 1946, on vacation | married Zhenya, the
nurse. | had met during the war and we had a child who was born in
Port Arthur. We lived together for fifty-nine and a half years until she
died from a stroke. It is my fate.

| want to say that it is important to tell the truth about the war, be-
cause there are many people who try to misrepresent it. It was our Red
Army, which won the victory over fascism. Our allies opened a second
front when they realized that the Soviet Union had obviously won the
war.

The war was terrifying. We were scared to attack, scared to run
away from tanks and planes, scared that if we were wounded, we would
be taken captive. But we endured all this; we overcame it because we
thought about our country, about our Motherland.

| finished the war as a Lieutenant. The highest award is the Order
of the Patriotic War 1% Class and 2" Class. | was also awarded three
Orders of the Red Star, the Medals For Services in Battle, For the Bat-
tle of Moscow, For the Liberation of Belarus, For Seizure of Konigs-
berg and For Victory over Germany and Japan.

Translated by Mikhail Prikhodko and Roman Lopatin
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I'opbkoBckuii IleTp AnapeeBud poouwncs 14 gpespans 1923 200a 6
cene Eamymu Hosonenckozco pationa Hosocubupcroii oonacmu. Ilemp
Anopeesuy yuacmeoean 6 Benukoi
Omeuecmeennoii eotine ¢ 1942 no
1945 200. Yuacmeosan 6 oceobooxc-
OdeHuu 2opodoe Boponec, Kues, be-
avtit Ockon, npowen Kypckyro 6umay.
T'opvrosckuii I1.A. 6vin yuacmHukom
HeCKObKUX 0oesblx onepayuii  no
0ce0b0dcoenuro beccapabuu, Pymoi-
Huu, Yexuu u Opyeux eeponericKux
cmpan. bvin pamnemn, 06axcovl KOH-
myocen. B Hacmoswee epems —
2eapouu matiop ¢ omcmaske. Umeem 30 Hacpao, 8 KpacHoapmeuckou
KHuodicke 16 noxsanvrulx sanuceu om Cmanuna.

KoHneuHo, Hadano BOMHBI — 3TO Takas Jara, KOTOPYIO HElb3s He 3a-
noMHUTh. B 1941 roay s 3akOHYMII Me1arornuyeckoe YIuiIuiie B Topojie
Py6roBcke HoBocuOupckoit obnactu. S momydmt artecTar u yxe Obul
roToB paboTaTh yuuTeIeM B CBOEeM MO0 B cocenHeM paiioHe. Ho Boii-
Ha...

S Hammcan 3asBlI€HHE B BOGHKOMAT, B paifkoM KOMCOMOJIa, YTOOBI
MeHSI PU3BaIK A0CpodHo. Ho *kaTh MpUIIIOCE TpU Mecsna. Y MeHS
Obutn 3Ha4YKM «BopomminoBckuit cTpenok» n «CaHIpyKHUHHUK», U 5
cuuTal ce0s yxKe MOJrOTOBICHHBIM K 3aiuTe PoiuHbL.

32



Pyotr Andreevich Gorkovsky was born on Feburary 14, 1923 in
Baklushi village, Dovolnoye district, Novosibirsk region. He partici-
pated in the Great Patriotic War
from 1942-1945. He participated in
the liberation of the cities of Voro- ¥
nezh, Kiev, and Bely Oskol. Pyotr A.
Gorkovsky took part in the Kursk
Battle as well as the battles to release
Bessarabia, Romania, Czechoslo-
vakia and other European countries.
At present he is a retired Guards Ma-
jor. Pyotr Andreevich was wounded
and shell-shocked twice. He was
awarded thirty medals. There are six-
teen recorded commendations written
by Stalin in the Red Army record
book.

The beginning of the war is certainly a date which is impossible to
forget. In 1941 | graduated from Pedagogical College in the town of
Rubtsovsk, Novosibirsk region. | got my graduation certificate and was
ready to start working as a teacher in my district or in a neighboring
one. But the war began...

| applied to the district military office and the Young Communist
League Committee to be called up to the Army as soon as possible. But
| had to wait for three months. | already had badges for Voroshilov
Shot and Sandruzhinnik certifying my shooting ability and skillfulness
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B apmum s okazancs 4 nexabps 1941 roma. B HoBocubOupcke
MEHSI OTIPAaBWJIM Ha TpeXMeCSYHbIE KypChl paguorenerpadpuctos. 3a-
TEM 5 MOJIYYHJI HarpaBiieHue B 232-10 CTPENIKOBYIO IMBU3HIO U B Haya-
ne ampens 1942 roga ornpaBuics Ha CeBepo-3anaanbiii GppoHt. Bo
BTOpOil mosioBuHe 1942 roma nac mepebpocwim B Boponex. bou 3a
Boponex Obutn oxxectroueHHbIMU. COTHU camoseToB OOMOMIM TOPOJ.
bomObI maganu Ha neTCKUE calibl, SICNU, HIKOJIbI, O0MpbHUIBI. Ha rimazax
ropoj mpeBpamaics B pyuHsl. ThICSYM OeTeH, )KEHIIUH, CTAPUKOB I10-
rubau moa pa3BaivHaMu 10oMoB. KpoBb yaBkasa moja Horamu. B BoeH-
HOM rocrnutaie Obuto okojio 500 YenoBeK, HEMIIbI PACCTPENSUIH BCEX
1o onHoro. [lorepu MupHOTO HaceneHus ObUTH KOJIOCCATBHBIMA. Briep-
BbIE S BHJIEN 3Ty XKYTKYIO KapTUHY — OOMOEXKY ropojoB, YOHIICTBO
MHUPHBIX KUTEIEH.

OcBoboaunu Mbl Boponex 25 sHBapst 1943 roga. Mbl nomu
nanpiie, B HampaeieHun Kypcka. Bo3MoxHO, BBl TOMHHTE, 4YTO
HEMIIaM YIaJIOCh YIayOuThcs B Hamry o0opoHy Ha 10-12 xkuiomeTpos,
a B paiione cena I[IpoxopoBka - moutu Ha 35kM. 371€Ch U MPOU3OILIO
[IpoxopoBCcKOe TaHKOBOE CpaKEHHE — CaMO€ MOIIHOE U CUIIBLHOE, U IO
KOJIMYECTBY, U IO cuiie, 3a Bcto Bropyto MupoByto u OTeuecTBEHHYIO
BOIHBL. B 3TOM cpaxkeHuu Obi10 yHHUTOXeHO 400 HEMEUKUX TaHKOB.
Tanku cxoauauck Ha TapaH. Sl HUKOI/Ia HE yMaJl, YTO TaHK MOXET Io-
peTh, kak cBeda. B IIpoxopoBke MBI OCTAaHOBHIIM HEMIIEB M C 3TOTO
MOMEHTA MEPELUIH B HACTYIJICHUE.

ITocne Kypcka Mbl Hauanu HacTyIUIEHHME B HampasieHHH KueBa u
peku Iuenp. Koraa nomonum x JlHenpy, yBUAEIH, 4TO HEMIBI pa3py-
WA Bce MOCTBI. [lepenoBble yacTu nepenpasisuiich Ha MOAPYYHBIX
CpeICTBaxX: Ha CTaphIX JIOAKAaX, Oapkacax; Jeiajiu IUIOTHI, pa3Oupanu
0aHu, 0Ma, e HUKTO He xui. IlepenpaBisuince mox 6omOexKamH,
nox obcrpenamu. MHoro mroaeit noru6mno. Ecnu B 6utse 3a Boponex
noru6ao okono 39 000 yenoBek, To mpu ocBoOokIeHUH Kuesa yxe
6onee 400 000. Msbl cymenu mnepenpaBUThCS yepe3 JlHemp M 3akpe-
MUTHCS HA CBOMX Mo3ulusAx. Kues Mbl 0cBOOOIMIM K Mpa3AHUKY, 6 HO-
s0pst 1943 roxa. [lpu dopcupoBanuu /[nenpa u ocBoboxkaeHnn Kuesa
MEHsI KOHTY3WJIO NEpPBBIA pa3. Sl He Jer B rocnuTallb, a OCTAJICA HA
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in providing first aid. So | was sure that | was ready to defend my
Motherland.

| joined the Army on December 4, 1941. In Novosibirsk, | took
a three month course for radio telegraphists. Then | was assigned to the
232" Rifle Division and at the beginning of April, 1942, we were sent
to the North Western Front. In the second half of 1942 our division was
transported to the city of Voronezh. The battles for VVoronezh were
fierce. Hundreds of airplanes bombed the city. Bombs landed on kin-
dergartens, nurseries, schools and hospitals. We witnessed how the city
turned into ruins. Thousands of children, women and old people per-
ished under the ruins of houses. Blood squelched under our feet. There
were five hundred people in one of the military hospitals; the Germans
shot every single one. Losses of civilians were tremendous. For the first
time in my life | witnessed this terrible picture: bombing of cities and
killing of innocent civilians.

We liberated VVoronezh on January 25, 1943. Then we moved fur-
ther towards the city of Kursk. You might remember that the fascists
succeeded in going deep into our defense by ten to twelve kilometers.
But near the village of Prokhorovka they did even more, almost thirty-
five kilometers. This place became known as the Kursk Bulge. In the
history of the World War Il and the Great Patriotic War this tank battle
is considered to be the most powerful and the strongest battle in terms
of man and weapon power. More than four hundred German tanks were
destroyed. The tankmen directed their machines to the tanks of the en-
emy on the battering ram. | had never thought that a tank could burn
like a candle. Near Prokhorovka we stopped the Germans and at that
point we passed to the offensive.

After the Battle of Kursk we started offensive actions towards the
city of Kiev and the Dnieper River. When we approached the river we
saw the enemies had destroyed all the bridges. Our advanced detach-
ments crossed the river using old boats and different improvised means.
They made rafts out of wood from old abandoned houses and bath
houses. We crossed the river during constant bombing. Many people
died. In the Battle of VVoronezh about thirty-nine thousand lives were
lost but more than four hundred thousand people were killed while free-
ing Kiev. However, we managed to cross the Dnieper and strengthen
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¢ponTte. 3a yuactue B 004X 3a ocBoOoxaeHHe ropoaoB benas Llep-
KOBb, DacTOB s MOJy4ns CBOIO IIEPBYIO HArpaxy — Melanb «3a OTBa-
Ty».

VYuacTtBoBaz s 1 B lIIeBUEHKOBCKOM Omepanuy, B KOTOPOX HalIU
YaCTH OKPYKWJIM U YHHUUYTOXKHIU OOJBIIYIO TPYHIIHPOBKY HEMEIKHX
Boiick. 3arem Obuta Slccko-KummnéBckas onepamnus Ha rpanuue ¢ Py-
MbiHueH. beccapabus — 310 TeppuTopus HbeiHemHeW Mongasuu. Kap-
THHA 3]IeCb ObUIa COBCEM JIpyras — MECTHOCTb I'OpHas, MHOT'O pEYeK,
OYeHb TPYAHO ObUIO BoeBaTh. OJHAKO HAallle KOMaHOBAHNE HAYYNUIOCh
TIIATENIbHO IJIAHUPOBATh ONEpAIMM, Mbl M 3/1€Ch MPOPBAIU OOOPOHY
HemieB. Kak Tonpko ocBoboamim beccapabuio, mepenuid K TpaHuIle ¢
Pymeraueii. [locne Pymbinnu ocBoboxxaanu Benrpuro, YexocnoBakuio.
Ouensp TspKenbIME ObTH O0M 3a Ilpary. 3aece Mbl 1oOWBaNM rpymmmu-
POBKY BiacoBLEB. B 3Tux 605X 5 ObUI paHeH, TaM k€ MEHs U KOHTY3HU-
10 BTOpoH pa3. W Ha cell pa3 s He IOILIEN B FOCHUTANb, XOTS MEHS U
HanpaB/BUIM. 3a ydacTue B 3THX 005X s moiyuus opaeH OTedecTBeH-
HOi1 Boiinsl | ctenenu.

[Tocne pasrpoma HemieB B Ilpare, s moman B 676-if rayOu4HO-
APTUJUIEPUICKUIT TBapACMCKUI MOJIK, KOTOPBIA JUCIOLUPOBAICS B
Bene, Benckom necy. M Bor 22 mas 1945 roga B BEHCKOM JieCcy Mbl
npasznHoBanu [enp [loOeasr. He 9 mas, kak Bce ocranbHble, a 22-r1o. B
Jecy OBLIM CKOJIOUEHBI CTOJIBI, TOCTAaBJICHBI JJIMHHBIC ICPEBSHHBIC
ckameiiku. OOex ObUT XOPOLIMM, NMpa3AHUYHBIN, C CONJATCKUMU CTa
rpaMMaMu. MbI ey NeCHH, U TaHLEBAIM BEHCKUN BalbC, U CTPEISIIN
BBEPX, U CMESUINCH, U IUIaKkaiy, Bce Obuto! Jlymanu o ToM, 4TO BOMHA
3aKOHYMJIACh, HAJI0 pelaTh, KeM ObITh. Bee aymanu, Medranu.

25 centa6ps 1945 rona Beimen Yka3 Ilpesunuyma BepxoBHoro
Cosera CCCP 0 nemoOuIn3anuu BOGHHOCTYKAIUX CTApIIero Bo3pac-
Ta. B 3TOT ke yka3 BKJIIOUWIM YUUTENEH; U s, KaK y4uTelb, ObUI 1eMO-
OounusoBaH. 3 okTsA0ps 1945 rona s Belexan u3 Bensl, a yepe3 mecsil,
6 HOs10ps, ObLT yKe y cedst JoMa, B cene baxmymiu, rie Kuiau Mo po-
TUTEIN.

Voxe yepes Helemto sl Haual paboTaTh yUMTEIEM HAaYaJbHBIX Kilac-
COB, a 3aTEM MEHS HAa3HAYMJIM JIUPEKTOPOM 3TOM mKousbl. Yepes rox s
XKEHWICS, poJuiach J04b. S 3HaN, YTO HAAO YYUThCS, TPeOOBAIOCH
BbICIIee oOpa3oBaHue. Sl 3a04HO MOCTYNHJI B IEAArOTHYECKUIl HHCTH-
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our positions. We liberated Kiev by the November seventh holiday.
While crossing the Dnieper and freeing Kiev, | was shell shocked for
the first time. But | refused to be hospitalized and did not leave my di-
vision. | was awarded with my first decoration, the Medal For Courage,
for participation in the battle for liberation of the towns of Belaya
Tzerkov and Fastov.

| also took part in the Shevchenko Military Operation where our
troops encircled and destroyed a large group of German militants. It
was followed by the Iasi-Kishinev Operation where our military as-
signment was to free Bessarabia (present day Moldova) and approach
the border of Romania. The landscape in Bessarabia was quite different
and difficult to fight in: mountainous with many rivers. However, our
commanders had experience and skill in planning military operations
and again we managed to break through the German defense. As soon
as we liberated Bessarabia we moved to the border with Romania. Af-
ter Romania we freed Hungary, then Czechoslovakia. The fight for
Prague was bloody. We finished off the remains of Vlasov’s army. In
this battle 1 was wounded and shell-shocked for the second time. And
again | did not go to the hospital even though it was strongly recom-
mended. For participation in this fight | was awarded with the Order of
Patriotic War 1st Class.

After the rout of fascists in Prague | joined the 676th Howitzer Ar-
tillery Guards Regiment which was deployed in the Vienna Woods near
Vienna, Austria. Here on May 22, 1945 we celebrated Victory Day!
Not on May 9th like other people, but on the 22nd. We constructed ta-
bles and set long wooden benches. We all gathered around the tables
and had a pleasant and festive lunch. Everybody was given a hundred
grams of vodka. We sang songs, danced waltzes, and were shooting
guns in the air, crying and laughing. We realized that the war was be-
hind us and we should decide what to do, where to work. Each of us
was full of hopes and dreams.

On September 25, 1945 the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Sovi-
et issued a decree about demobilization of older age people. In the list
of the soldiers eligible to be demobilized were teachers. So | was
among them. On October 3, 1945 | left Vienna and in a month, on No-
vember 6th I reached my parents’ home.
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TYT, TOT/1a OH HAa3bIBAJICSA YUYMUTEIbCKUI MHCTUTYT. Koraa s 3aKkOHYMII
ero, crai ucropukoM. CHavana paboTan IUPEKTOPOM IIKOJBI B celie
JI0BOJIBHOM, MOTOM BO3IJIABIISUT OTZIE] HapoJHOro oOpa3zoBaHus Mori-
KOBCKOTI'O pailoHa.

VY MeHs ABe noYepu: OAHA 3aKOHYMIA MEIWLMHCKUNA HHCTUTYT,
BTOpas — negarornyeckuii. Celiuac paboTaeT B ME€JaroruiueckoM yHHU-
BEepCUTETE, KaHAUAAT UCTOPUUYECKUX HAyK. BHydka Bblydmiiach, craja
BpauoM, BHYK IOJIyUMJI IEAAaroruueckoe oOpa3oBaHue. YKe pacTyT
TpH IIPaBHYKA, )KU3Hb XOpoLIasl.

S pan, 4TO MBI HE 3ps IPOJIMBAIM KPOBb. Takue OrpOMHBIE IOTEPHU.
27 MUJIJTHOHOB YEJIOBEK BCe-Taku 1moru6so. Ho MbeI coxpaHwmiu Hairy
Ponuny. Hemipl ske ObITaquch YHUYTOKUTH HAllle TOCYIapCTBO U HC-
TpeOUTH HAIl HAPOI, IPEBPATUTH B KOJIOHHUIO TAKYI0 OTPOMHYIO TE€ppH-
TOpHUIO, clenaTh pabaMu OCTaBIleecs HaceleHHue. A Mbl CyMeNu BbI-
JepKaTh W MOOETUTh CamMoro 3JIOr0 W KpoBaBOro Bpara. 70-ierue
[ToGenpl moKa3aio, 4To Mbl — CINIOYCHHBIM Hapoa. B HoBocubupcke u
B MoOCKBe NpONUIM MOIIHBIE Mapajbl. becCMEPTHBIN MOJIK TOXKE MPO-
JEMOHCTPHUPOBAJI €IMHCTBO Haulero Hapozga. Sl mymaro, 4ro rocyaap-
CTBO Haie OyJIeT KpemnHyTb, HaOupaTh SKOHOMHUYECKYIO U BOCHHYIO
MOIIb @ HApOJl HAIl HE JOMYCTUT OOJIbIIe TaKOH BOWHBI, KaKOW ObLIa
Bropas muposas.

Harpan y menst okono 30. B mupHOoe BpeMst s1 oAHUMAIT LIETUHY,
ecTh MeJaJIb 32 OCBOEHHUE LIENMHBI, 3a ydacTue B Kypckoil OutBe, 3a
aKTUBHYIO BOEHHO-TIaTpUOTHUYECKYIO paboTy. EcTh Menanu 3a 3aciayru
niepea HoBocubupckoit o6sacteio, a B mponuioM roay, 9 mas 2014 ro-
Jla MEHsl HarpaxJaJd B ONEpHOM Tearpe. S TaM Jaxe ¢ pedblo BBICTY-
TTHJL.

Hnmepesvio Anacmacuu Konanenko u JIro6o6v Buzens
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A week later | started to work as a primary school teacher. Later on |
was appointed as a principal of the school. The following year | mar-
ried and we had a daughter. | was aware that higher education was nec-
essary so | entered the Pedagogical Institute, known then as a Teacher
Institute. After graduating from the Institute 1 became a historian and
continued to work as a principal of a school in the small town of Dovo-
lenoye until I was appointed the Head of Education Department in
Moshkovo district, in the Novosibirsk region.

I have two daughters, one of them is a doctor, the other one is a his-
torian with a PhD in History (Candidate of Historical Sciences). She
currently works at Novosibirsk Pedagogical University. My grand-
daughter already has a degree, too. She is a doctor now. My grandson
has trained to become a teacher. Three great-grandchildren are grow-
ing. My life is wonderful!

I am happy that we did not shed blood for no reason. The losses in
the War were enormous, twenty-seven million people perished in it.
But we saved our country. The fascists tried to destroy our country and
exterminate our nation, to colonize a huge territory and enslave the
people of our country. But we were able to withstand and overcome the
most malicious of enemies. The 70th anniversary of Victory Day
showed that we are a closely-knit nation. The Victory Parades in Mos-
cow and Novosibirsk cities were tremendous! The Deathless Regiment
also showed that we are a unified people. | think our state will get
stronger and powerful in terms of economy and military force. And our
people hope never to allow such a war to happen again.

| have thirty awards. In peacetime | developed new lands in Ka-
zakhstan, the Tselina. | was awarded a medal for this work. I also have
a medal for taking part in the Battle of Kursk and For Military Patriotic
Work. | was awarded with medals for my contributions to the Novosi-
birsk region. Last year | was invited to the Opera and Ballet Theater in
Novosibirsk for the ceremony of the Victory Day celebration. | even
made a speech there.

Translated by Kristina Vakhrushecheva
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HNBanuenko IlaBea HukomaeBu4 poouncs 6 mas 1927 200a ¢ Ho-
socubupcke. OH ObLl 0OHUM U3 CAMBIX MOJIOObIX CON0AM, NPU3BAHHBIX
na eouny. Ilaeen Hukonaesuu yuacm-
6o6an 6 Ooegvlx onepayusx Ha Jlanv-
Hem Bocmoke, 20e u ocmanca cuy-
acums  nocie eouHvl. Haepasicoen
opoernom Ilouema, opoenom Omeue-
CMBEHHOU 8OUHbBL U OPYUMU HAPAOd-
MU.

Xouy cKa3arb, YTO 5 BeJlb OJIUH U3
CaMbIX MOJIOJIBIX YYaCTHHKOB BOWHBI.
A ponuiics B 1927 rony, Hac nmpu3biBa-
o yxe B 1944 rogy, Tak 4ro Ha
«OONBIIYI0O BOWHY» MBI YK€ OTMa3/Ibl-
Baiu. HaM BceM CHIIBHO XOTENOCh Ha
(GpoHT, 3HTY3Ma3M ObLI OTPOMHBIN, XOTEJIOCh MOeXaTh Ha (POHT U
OTOMCTHUTH ['uTiepy.

Korna e Hauanach BOWHA, s YUMJICS B IIECTOM KJIAacCE€ IIKOJbBI
Ne70. B 1942 rony s 3akoHYHII ceMb KiiaccoB. Ha 3Tom Most yueba u
3aKOHYMJIACh, IOTOMY YTO B TO BpPeMs BBICOKHX U KPETKHUX pedsT 3a0u-
payii IPSIMO M3 IIKOJIBI B peMECIICHHBIE YIHITUINA. TaM rOTOBHIIM TOKa-
peil, ¢dpe3epoBLIMKOB, ciecapeill JUIsi HOBOCMOMPCKUX 3aB0j0B CHO-
cenpMatl, CHOTEKCTHIIBMAIL, KOTOpbIE MPOU3BOAMIN CHapsibl. MeHs
e Mama OTIpaBWia B JE€PEBHIO K TeTe. DTo Obuio ceno Hukonbckoe
noj KoueHeBo, TaM HaxoJIuioch 1nojacoOHoe Xo3saicTBO OnoBO3aBoOA.
Tam MBI paboranu: e3nuiau 3a JApOBaMH, PyOWIH Oepes3bl, CUHUIIAIN
XBOPOCT, MPUBO3UJIM B AEPEBHIO U OTAIUIMBAIM JOMA.
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Pavel Nikolaevich lvanchenko was born on May 6, 1927 in Novo-
sibirsk. Pavel N. lvanchenko was one of the youngest of his fellow sol-
diers to enter the War. He participated in |
military operations in the Far East where “
he continued his service after the war. He
returned to Novosibirsk in 1951. He was
awarded the Order of Honour, the Order
of the Patriotic War, and others.

I was one of the youngest participants
of the war. | was born in 1927 and called
up in 1944 so my peers and | were already
late for the big war. Although we all had
enormous enthusiasm, | especially wanted
to go to the Front to destroy Hitler. -

When the war began, | was a sixth grade student at School #70. In
1942, | completed the seventh grade and graduated because at that time
tall and healthy pupils were assigned to vocational courses. There we
were trained as lathe operators, milling-machine operators, and me-
chanics. These occupations were in high demand because Novosibirsk
plants such as Sibselmash and Sibtekstilmash manufactured shells. My
mother decided that I should stay with my aunt who lived in the village
of Nikolskoye located near Kochenevo, Novosibirsk region. The tin
plant provided a plot of land where we worked, chopped birches,
cleaned brushwood and brought firewood to the village. Thus, people
in the villages could heat their homes.

There were no heroics in our work but we helped people and were
happy because of it. There | saw Germans (who had been living in
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IIOPTPETHI BETEPAHOB

Huuero reponueckoro B Hameil pabore He Obuio. beuto mpustHO
paboTaTh U moMorath JOAIM. Tam s BIepBble YBUIEI HEMIIEB. 310pO-
BbI€, KPENKHE MYKUKH, UX TyAa npusenu u3 lloBomxesa. OHu crponiu
KYpATHUK, CBUHAPHUK, CKOTHBIN J1BOp. XOTh OHU U He ObUIH (harmmcTa-
MH, HO B apMHUIO UX He Opalid, a HalpaBJsUId Ha TaKhe BOT pabOTHI.

B 1944 rony s nauan paboTtaTth Ha KUp3aBoje. Y MeHs Obuia OpOHb
Ha 3aBojie. B apmuto MeHst Moriu u He OpaTh, Bellb pabOYUX-TO Ha 3a-
BOJIE COBCEM HE OCTaBajlocb. HO MHE Tak XOTenoch BOEBaTh, 4YTO S
CXUTPHJI, CKa3aB, YTO paboTar0 CYETOBOAOM. Tak MEHsS M 3allMCalH.
UYepes nonMecsna Mpunuia MOBECTKA SIBUTHCA B BOGHKOMAT C BELIAMM.
Koneuno, Mama miakasna, OfuH sl Belib y Hee ObUI, HO BOWHA €CTh BOM-
Ha.

[Toman s B KpacHosipck, B 35-i1 yueOHbIi cTpenkoBblid moak. Ciy-
KW 4YECTHO, J00pocoBecTHO. Uepes nBa Mecsna, 4 gespans 1945 ro-
1a, sl MpUHSI npucsary. MeHs cpasy ’ke Ha3HauWIM KOMaHJIUPOM Hep-
BOTO OTJENICHUs MepBoro B3Boja. [locie maTu mecsieB cinykObl HAC
ornpaBwin Ha JlaneHuit Bocrok. Tynma ke mpuObUIM PYKOBOJIUTETH
157-# cTpenkoBoi nUBH3WH, KOTOpas BoeBaina Ha KapenbckoMm (poHTe.
Komannosan e mapman Mepeukos. Ero Ha3Haumiam KOMaHAYHOLIUM
[lepBbM lanbHeBOCTOYHBIM (ppoHTOM. TTOCKONBKY Y MEHS OBIIIO CEMb
KJIacCOB 00pa30BaHMsl, MEHS Ha3HAYWIM KOMAHIUPOM TPETHETO B3BOJIA
aBTOMATYHKOB.

Hayanom BO#HBI 11 MEHS CTall IeHb & aBrycra, 4 yaca ytpa. Msl
MOIILJIM B HACTYIUIEHHE Ha snoHueB. [1o0bIBaa BO MHOTMX ropojax, B
XapOurHe B TOM YHuCIIe, OTOBCIOAY BHIOMBAIIU SITOHLIEB. ATaKOBaJIl OHU
MHOT'O M 4acCTO, a MbI YCIIEIIHO OTOMBAIUCH OT CaMypaiCKUX OTpPsIIOB.
VYyacTBOBaM B OuTBE naxke 2 ceHTsA0ps 1945 roxa, koraa ObUI0 00BSB-
JeHo okoHuaHue Bropoit MupoBoii BoiiHbl. Mbl He 3Hanu 00 3TOM. A
4yepe3 HECKOJbKO JHEH MOCIe 3TOM BEJIMKOW JIi HAC HOBOCTH MBI
y4acTBOBAJIM B Pa3oOpyKEHHUHU SMOHCKUX OUBM3MN. Pasopyxkenue miu-
JI0Ch JIOJITO, IIOYTH YEThIPE Yaca SIMOHILbI CKJIaJbIBAJIi CBOM BUHTOBKH B
TPYAbL.

[Toce sTOro Hac HanpaBUJIM B HEOOIBLIONH TOPOAOK MyTa3sHr, rae
s IIPOBEJI TIOYTU 4YeThIpe MecsAna. Ilpumen mpukas pasopyxarbes, a
CIIEJOM IIOCJIEZIOBAJIO HOBOE HA3HAYEHHE B IOCENIOK ['poJbIKOBO Ha
KBX/I. Tam st u mpociyxun 6omee 5 jer.
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Russia long before the war) for the first time in my life. They were
strong, healthy men. These Germans came from the Volga region. Alt-
hough they were not fascists, they could not serve and were assigned to
build hen houses, pigsties and farmyards.

In 1944, | began working at the Kirzavod Plant (a brick manufac-
turing plant). | had a draft exemption because there were few people at
the plant. However, | wanted to fight for my country so | said that | was
working as a bookkeeper. Within two weeks, | received my orders that
obliged me to report to the enlistment office with my baggage. My
mother cried; | was her only child but she could do nothing about it be-
cause of the war.

| was assigned to 35th Rifles Troop in Krasnoyarsk. | did my best
to be an honest and conscientious soldier. Within two months | took a
military oath. It was the 4th of February, 1945. | was appointed squad
leader. After five months we were assigned to the Far East. Leaders of
Rifle Troop #157 that fought at the Karelian Front came there too. One
of them was Meretskov, the troop commander. He was appointed the
commander of the first Far Eastern Front. | had completed the seventh
grade so | was appointed the commander of Submachine Gun Troop
#3.

For me the beginning of the war started when we attacked the Jap-
anese at 4 a.m., on August 8th. Later we had been in many places in-
cluding Harbin and everywhere we went, the Japanese retreated. They
often attacked; still, we fought off Samurai troops without a break. We
even fought them off on September 2nd, 1945 when the end of the Sec-
ond World War was announced. But because we did not know about it
at that time and continued fighting the Japanese. Within some days af-
ter this great news, we took part in the disarmament of Japanese divi-
sions. It was a long process: for four hours, the Japanese relinquished
their rifles, heaping up piles and piles of weapons.

After the disarmament of the Japanese we were assigned to a small
town, Mutazyoung. | was there almost four months. Later we received a
new assignment for disarmament in the village of Grodekovo, located
near the border with China. I served in the military for five years.
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Homoii B HoBocubupck s BepHyics B 1951ronmy. Ycrpouscs Ha
HBA (3aBoag HH3KOBOJIBTHOW ammapaTypbl) WHCTPYMEHTAIBIIUKOM,
M03K€ CTaJ HAYaJIbHUKOM Yy4acTka. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Mepenien
Ha CuOTekcTunbpMal, riae u npopadboTai 10 camoil neHcun. Tam u ke-
HY CBOIO BCTpeTWI. Mbl ¢ Hel npoxunu 60 jer, y Hac JABe J0YEpH,
JIBOE€ BHYKOB U BHY4YKa. MBIl HU B 4YeM HE HYKAAeMCsl.

Ha BoitHe moru6y10 MHOTO HAIIUX JIFOACH, HO s K ['epMaHuu OTHO-
mych xopowo. Hapox HeMenkui — XopoImii, FpaMOTHBIN, HO KO K
BJIACTH MPUXOAAT (halINCThI, OHU CTAaHOBSATCS nanadyamu. Hapon Huko-
I71a HE HaYyWMHAaeT BOWHY, BOWHY HAYMHAIOT IIpaBUTENd. BOT s m xouy
MOKeJIaTh MOJIOJBIM HE HCKAaXKaTh HAIllly MCTOPHUIO, HE BEPUTH TOMY,
KTO TBITAETCS ATO JeJIaTh, ObITh HOCUTEISIMU HCTUHHON UCTOPUH, OBITH
pyropamMu BeTEpaHOB U HE JIOMYCKAaTh BO3POXKICHHs (pamm3ma.

HUnmepesvio FOnuu Komenesoii u Caman beeernosoti
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I came home to Novosibirsk in 1951 and was employed at the LVE
Plant as a toolmaker. Later | became a supervisor. After some time |
started working at Sibtekstilmash. There I met my wife and worked up
till my retirement. We have been married for sixty years and have two
daughters, two grandsons and a granddaughter. We are in need of noth-
ing.

We lost so many people in the war but my attitude towards Germa-
ny today is positive. The Germans are honest, competent however
when fascists come to power, people turn into hangmen. Nations never
start wars, governments do. My wish is that the younger generation will
not distort history or believe people who do. | wish for them to know of
a true history, to be representative of veterans and never allow fascism
to reappear.

Translated by Ekaterina Christieva and Anastasia Kosyak
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KatkoB Muxaua [letpoBu4 poouncs eocbmoeo nosops 1922 200a.
Ha momenm nauana Benuxoti Omeuecmeaennoti Boiinvl emy 6bi10 6ce2o
19 nem. Koeoa nauancs
npusvie 6 apmuto, Mu-
xaun Ilemposuu ne pasz-
0yMbl8as NOChewusl Ha
¢pornm, umobwl 3awu-
wamo ceoro Poouny. 3a
2epouyecKyio cuyxHcoy 8
200bl  BOUHLL OH ObLI
Hazpaxcoes  OpOeHOM
Benukou Omeuecmeen-
Hou eounbl | cmenenu,
Mmedanvlo  «3a  boesbvie
3acmyeu» u - Opyeumu
Hazpaoamu.

B 1940-m 3a rox 1o Hauana BOiHBI, g 3akoHuM1 O3V, Belydniics Ha
ciecaps. [locne Bbillycka MEHs TOUTH cpa3sy, B Aekabpe TOro ke rojaa,
NpUHSIM Ha pabdoty Ha TOLl HukHeTarniabckoro MeTaulypruyeckoro
3aBoja. Korya oOBsBIIIN O Havalie BOWHEI, sl ObLT Ha paboTe.

be3 xamnm comHeHus pemnia noiitu Ha ¢poHT. B Hroxumii Tarun
9BAKyHMPOBAJIM MHOTO 3aBOJIOB U3 IPYrHMX FOPOJOB, MEKTPOIHEPIUH HA
BCEX HE XBaTallo, HY)XHbI Obun paboune Ha TOLI. S Torma yxke ObuLT
cllecapeM YETBEPTOTO pa3psia, IOATOMY, KOI/la MHE IPUIIUIA TOBECTKA
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Mikhail Petrovich Katkov was born on November 8, 1922. He was
only nineteen years old when the Great Patriotic War began. When the
military conscription started, without hesitation he went to the Front to
protect his country. He was
awarded the Medal For Bat-
tle Merit, and the Order of
The Patriotic War 1st Class
for heroic service in the
Great Patriotic War, among
others.

In 1940, the year before
the war started, | finished a
factory apprenticeship pro-
gram where | learned a
technical trade. A little time
later in December of that
year, | got a job at the thermal station of a metallurgic plant in the town
of Nizhny Tagil. | was at work when the beginning of the war was an-
nounced.

Without hesitation, | decided to go to Front. Many plants from
other cities were evacuated to Nizhny Tagil. With so many new facto-
ries, there was a lack of electricity and a strong need for workers. By
this time | had already been certified with the 4th professional rank (of
six). My supervisor said, “Unfortunately, today you are at war, but to-
morrow you might work here again.” Maybe things could have gone
this way but life turned out to be different.
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B BOCHKOMAT, HAudaJbCTBO cKa3aylo: «CerojiHs IOBOIOEIIb, a 3aBTpa
BEpHEIbCA Ha paboTy». Bo3MokHO, Tak ObI U MOJIYYUIIOCH, HO KU3Hb
MOBEPHYJIaCh NHAUE.

Havan s cBOM BOEHHBIM IyTh B 3allaCHOM MOJKY. Tam oxupan
JaTbHEUIINX MPUKA30B B T€UeHUE Mecsaua. M3 3Toro monka oTOupau
napHed moaM W3 O(UIEPCKOTr0 YUYWIIMIIA, TAHKOBOTO YUYWIMIIA,
Mopaora. OTOUpanu Mo pa3iauyHbIM KPUTEPHUSIM: BO3pacTy, oOpa3o-
BaHHUIO, mpouuioMy. OAHaXIbl K HaM B MOJK MNPUIUIA JIOTU U3
Mopdrora. OHE TIOMPOCUIN BIEPEA BBINTH TE€X, Y KOro 00pa3oBaHUe
BBIIIIE CEMH KJIACCOB M KTO He ObuT cyauM. [Tocie Takoro oTceBa ocra-
JIOCh YEJNOBEK CTO. Sl COOTBETCTBOBAN KPUTEPHSM, MOITOMY ObLT 3a-
YHCIIEH B MOPCKOM (JIOT MOCIIe MPOXOKACHUS Pa3THUHBIX KOMUCCHIA.

Uepes Henmemnto Haly Tpynmny U3 32 4elloBEeK CONMPOBOAMIN B TOPO-
JOK SIyTOpOBCK, OTKYAa MBI JOJDKHBI ObLIH monactb Ha ¢iot. Jobpa-
JIUCh MBI Ty/a MO30HO HOYbIO. Bee ObLIM ycTaBIIMMU OT JIOpOTH, IO-
TOMY B IITa0 pelIMiIu MOWTHU YyTpoM. A yTpoM B mTabe HaM COOOIINIIH,
YTO 3IIEJNOH C COoJJaTaMH yiiend enle B 2 yaca Houu. Mbl ono3ganu. B
mrade MOHSUIM, YTO TFOJHBbIE K BOGHHOM Cily)k0e pedsita MOTyT HE Io-
nacTth B apmuto. [locne kopoTkoro copemianusi BbIHECIU BEpAUKT: «by-
JIeTe CIYXHUTh TaM, e npukaxyT. KTo He cormaceH — noa peBTpudy-
Ha».

Tak s u cran MuHoMeT4yukoM. [Ipomien oOydenune ObICTPO, BCETO 3a
4 mMecsua, 1Mocie 4ero MHe IpUCBOWIM 3BaHHe cepkaHTa. [locne miko-
JIbl MUHOMETUYUKOB OTIIPABWIIM B YU€OHBIH MOJIK MIIAIINX KOMAHIUPOB
yuuTh. [IpoObut s Tam Hemonro — Havanack Kypckas OutBa, U MeHs C
JOpYrUMHU cTapimiumu oduiiepamu otnpasmin Ha Kypckyto ayry.

[TpuObuM MBI TyJa, KOr/Aa MOJIOBUHA XapbKoBa yxe Oblila OCBO-
O6oxJeHa. B BoeHHBIX IEHCTBHUSX MBI TaM y4yacTBOBaIM Hepounro. [lo-
YTH Cpa3y K€ Hac OTIPABWIN B XOPOIIEBO — JEPEBHIO B XapbKOBCKOU
oOnactu. Tam 1M TskKenble 60U, B KOTOPBIX MbI TOTEPSIIM MHOTO JIO-
neil. lanpie nouum B ropoa Mepeda, HO o yTH, Mex1y Mepedoii u
[Tonrasoii, s 6611 paneH. K cuacteio, pana Oblia JETKOM, B TOCTIUTAIIE
IIpoJIekai Bcero Mecau. Korna MeHst OJTHOCTBIO BBUICUNIIH, TOCIIAIH
Ha JlHemnp, rae s noman B cocTta 73-i reapaelckor CTaluHIpanCcKou
nuBHU3UH. J[Ba MoJka Halel JUBU3UH OBUTH YXKe Ha TIPaBOM Oepery
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| started my military career in the reserve regiment. There | was
waiting for military orders for a month. The Officer Candidate School,
the Army Armor School and Navy recruited guys from this regiment.
There were some recruiting criteria such as age, education, and back-
ground checks. One day Navy personnel recruited guys from our regi-
ment. They asked those who had seven or more years of school educa-
tion and no criminal convictions to step forward. About one hundred
people were recruited. | met the criteria and enrolled in the Navy after
military and medical exams.

A week later |1 accompanied thirty-two recruits to Yalutorovsk
where we planned to join our fleet. We arrived late at night so we de-
cided to report for duty after some sleep since all of us were very tired.
The next morning, we learned that our train had already departed at 2
a.m. We were late. Our commanders informed us that recruits able to
perform military service would not be able to go to the navy now. They
reprimanded us, “You will do military service where you are ordered.
Those who disagree will be court-martialed.”

That is how | became a mortar gunner in the army. | studied quick-
ly and in four months | attained the rank of sergeant. After mortar gun-
ner training | was sent to a training regiment to train junior officers.
| stayed there only for a short time because the Battle of Kursk began.
Other senior officers and I were sent to the Kursk Bulge.

When we arrived, half of Kharkiv, Ukraine had already been liber-
ated. Luckily, we took part in only a few military actions. Then we
went to a village in the Kharkiv region, Horoshevo. There were fierce
battles and we lost a lot of soldiers. Soon after we went towards
Merefa, another city in eastern Ukraine. On the way from Merefa to
Poltava | was wounded. Fortunately, the injury was not serious and af-
ter a month of hospital treatment | was sent to Dnieper, to the 73rd
Guards Division of Stalingrad. Two regiments of our division were al-
ready on the right bank of the Dnieper. From that moment we only pur-
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Huenpa. C Toro MOMEHTa Mbl HayaJld IpeciieoBarh HeMueB. [lorons
IIPOAOIDKANIACH A0 YKEJIE3HOMOPOKHONW cTaHIMU JIOJMHCKOHM, KyJaa Mbl
npuObLIM oceHblo. [lonTopa uinm 1Ba Mecsla Mbl CTOSUIA B 000OpOHE.

Xopoio ObUIa MOCTaBJIEHA 3allUTa OT HamajaeHus ¢ Bo3ayxa. Kak
TOJIBKO caMoJIeT Iposietal — ero couBanu. Camol 3anmoMUHaroOIIENCs
obuta mara 23 despans 1944 rona. IlpumepHo B 9 4acoB yTpa HEMIIbI
HavyaJM apTIOATOTOBKY. Yike okoiyio 10 yacoB Hauvaincs ooctpen. CHa-
yaJjia Mbl YBHJIEIHU B HeOe Tpu, OTOM yxke 30 CHapsI0B, Jajbllie — €IIe
Oosnbie. J[Ba yaca Bce HEOO CBETUIIOCH OT Pa3psiioB.

[Tocne 3toro cobbiTus momnan s Ha peky FOxusiit byr. 15 mapra
1944 rona B 20-Tm xmitomeTpax ot ropoxa Hukomaea s ObUT TSKEIIO
paneH. He 3Hato, cHaiimep B MeHs CTpessUl WM HET, HO MONAJIU pa3-
pBIBHOII Mysieit B Oenpo. Ha 3ToT pa3 pana Oblna Kyna cepbe3nein. MHe
JlaJii BTOPYIO IPYIIy MHBAIWIHOCTH U MEPENpaBUIN B TOCIUTAIb UH-
BalMI0B BOWHBI B HoBocuOmpcke, rae s mpoOsut mo 28 ampens 1945
roga. 5l cHadana M He 3Haj], YTO 3HAYMUT «BTOpas Irpymmna». A MOTOM
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO MEHS JIEMOOMIIN30BAIIH.

Otnpasunu B rocnutaib B byxapy B Y306ekucrane. Tam Temo, na
1 KopMuwiu npuinuuHo. Ho 4 xxapy He 11061110, K TOMY ke e/1a Oblia o1-
HOOOpa3HOMW: CyIl pPUCOBBIH, JIAalIa OTBApHAas, CYIl PHUCOBBIH, JIamIia
oTBapHasd... [lonpocusn, 4ToObl MEHs MepeBelu Ha JEeYeHHe B APyrou
ropoJ, I/ie He Tak >kapko. Bpauu ornpaBuiu MeHs B rocnuraib Hoso-
cubupcka. S mpoOsut Tam 10 28 anpenst 1945 roxa.

Ot rocnutans MHE Jaju IMyTEBKY Ha KypopT, yexanl Ha MeaBexnbe
o3epo okozo ropoaa Kypran. [lens [loGenst st Bctpeuan tam. Ilocne
TOT0, KaK OTXO/AMJ C KOCTBUISIMHU, BBILIEN Ha paboTy. Bero xu3Hb pado-
Taj cjecapeM, KOMaHIupoM ciiecapHoit Opuransl. [locnme BbIxoma Ha
ne”cuto 10 et padotan B HOTU (ceituac HI'TY).

Humepsvio Onveu Canunoti u Eeeenusa Banugamvesa
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sued the enemy. The pursuit continued to the railway station in Dolin-
skaya. It was autumn then. There we defended the area near the railway
station for about two months.

Our detachment was really well-prepared. It shot down every plane
that appeared on the horizon. | especially remember one date. On Feb-
ruary 23 in 1944 at 9 a.m. artillery preparation started, and at 10 a.m.
the bombardment did, too. Shells covered the skies for two hours: first
we saw three, then thirty, then more and more...

After that battle | was sent to the Southern Bug River. There, on
March 15, 1944 | was injured again around the city of Nikolayev. But
this time it was a really serious wound. | do not know if it was a sniper
specialist, but he shot me with a percussion bullet and wounded me. |
got Disability II status (of a range I, II, and III). I didn’t understand
what my status meant but later learned | was discharged out of the Ar-
my; fighting was over for me.

I was sent to Bukhara, a city in Uzbekistan. The climate is hot
there, and hospital patients always had food. But I personally didn’t
like the heat and we had the same food everyday: rice soup, noodles...
rice soup, noodles .... So | asked if | could change hospitals and be sent
to a colder place. My doctors agreed and | was sent to a military hospi-
tal in Novosibirsk. There my treatment continued until the 28th of April
of 1945,

On Victory Day | was at a sanatorium near Kurgan, what is now
Bear Lake Resort. | finally ended up with crutches and started working
again. All my life I worked as a turner and a turner foreman. After retir-
ing | worked for Novosibirsk State Technical University for ten years.

Translated by Evgeny Vanifatyev
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JIsnmakun Anexkcanap IlerpoBuy poouncs ¢ 1924 200y 6 Mockos-
ckoti obnacmu. B eo3pacme 18 nem yuacmeosan ¢ Cmanunepaockoiu
oumee. Anexcanop llemposuu yuacmuuxk 80eHHbIX onepayuil no 0ceo-
boocoenuro Yrkpaunwl, 20pooos Pocmosa,
Tacanpoeca. On Ovin Hazpadxcoen opoe-
nom Omeuecmeennou eotinwt |1 cmenenu,
meoanamu «3a 6oeevle 3acmyeu», «3a
sawumy Mockewy, «3a sawumy Cma-
aunepaoay, «llobeoa nao I'epmanueri» u
opyeumu. B nacmoawee epems Anex-
canop Ilempoeuu saensemcsa aKmMueHwvIM
VUACMHUKOM — 0OWeCmBeHHOU  JHCUSHU
Oxmsbpovckoeo paiiona Hosocubupcka.

Pomuics s mox Mocksoii. Boiiaa s
MEHSl Havajach, KOTJa MHE OBLJIO BCEro
17 ner. B Hauane BOWHBI B KaXJI0M pailOHE MOCKOBCKOW 00JIaCTH CO-
31aBAIMCh UCTPEOUTENbHBIE OaTallbOHBI U3 MOJIOJIEKH, KOTOPHIE HE
nocturnu 18 ner. Koneuno, moarotoBku He ObLIO HUKAKOM. S HEMHOTO
yuuics B aspokiyoe. Ho Bce yuyBcTBOBanu B paboTe MCTpeOUTENIBHO-
ro 0atanboHa: MepBOE — I3TO 00e3BpeKkUBaHUEe O0MO, KOTOPBIE COpacChI-
Basi (halIMCThl HA HAC; BTOPOE — BBIE3/] HA MECTa 0 CUTHAJaM M3 Cell
TP TIOSBIIEHUU TOJ03PUTENBHBIX Jioeil. Kak ToNbKo cHrHam mocTy-
MaJl, Mbl BBIXOJWJIA M MCKaIM Takux Jronaeu, npuoauiu ux B KI'b, a
YTO JaNbllle C HUMU JIeNalii, ObUIO YK€ He HallluM JenoM. BoT Takumu
JenaMu 3aHUManuch pedsara, He gocturmue 18 met. Ilozxke MBI Bee
OBLITM HArPaXICHBI MeaIsIMU «3a 000poHY MOCKBBIY.
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Alexander Petrovich Lyapakin was born in 1924 in the Moscow
region. At the age of eighteen he participated in the Battle of Stalin-
grad. He took part in the defense operations in Ukraine, the cmes of
Rostov and Taganrog. Alexander P. '
Lyapakin was awarded the Order of the
Patriotic War 2" Class, the Medal For |
Battle Merit, the Medal For the Defence of
Moscow, the Medal For the Defence of
Stalingrad, the Medal for the Victory Over
Germany, among others. At present, he is
an active community member of the Ok- |
tyabrsky district.

The war started for me when | was on-
ly seventeen. Every district of Moscow
had detachments of young people who
were under eighteen that were created to
mop-up the area after a bombing. Of
course, none of us had military back-
ground. | had learned a bit in the flying
club before the war. All youth were in
those mopping-up detachments despite our lack of military background.
Our tasks were to dispose of bombs dropped by the Germans and to
visit villages where suspicious people were reported to be about. As
soon as the signal came, we went to the village, looked for those peo-
ple, and brought them to the KGB. What happened to them later on
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Xouercs cKazaTh, YTO B IIEpBbI€ JHU BOMHBI Y HAC BOOPY)KEHUE OBLIO
emre o4yeHb ciaboe. OmHako B koHie 1941 roma, xorma Mel HavaIu
rHaTh HeMua U3-11oJ MOCKBBI, Hallle BOOPYXKEHUE yiydmuiock. 1 Bce
3a CYeT TpyJa HAILLEro pOCCUIICKOro Hapoa.

MeHs mpu3Bajiu Ha BOGHHYIO CITy»Oy B Bo3pacte 18 jer u Hampa-
B noa Cranuarpan. Toraa Mbl, MoJobIe pe0siTa, KOHEYHO AyMald,
YTO MOXEM MOTMOHYTh, HO MbI OBLJIM PEIIMTEIBHO HACTPOEHBI HA I0-
Oeny, HaC HUKTO HE MOI IlepeyOenTh, 4T0 Mbl MOXKeM 1odeauTs. [lox
CrayiuHrpazioM MHE IPUILIOCH y4yacTBOBaTh B 00sx. Korzma mbl okpy-
UM Boiicka ¢enbamapiuana Ilaymoca, Hamy yacTy NpUHUMATIH y4a-
cThe B 00OpOHE, Mbl HE JIaBalM BO3MOXKHOCTHU (pamrcrtaM BbIOpaTbes
U3 OKpyxeHus. HaM, KoHEYHO ke, JOCTaBaJOCh, B HAC CTPEJSUIU, HAC
6omOuu. Korga cnpammBaroT mpo TpYAHOCTH Ha BOMHE, TO S MOTY
CKa3aTh, YTO ObLIO O4YeHb Tshkeno. Ho Benp Ha BoiiHe oOcTpensl, OoM-
OeKKM — 3TO OOBIYHASI KU3Hb.
WMHorna OblBaIM W 3aTUIIbS B
TEYEHHE HECKOJIbKUX YacoB, a
MHOTJIa U HECKOJIBKUX JTHEH.

Sl cnmyxun B onepaTuBHOM
MOJIKY BHYTPEHHUX Jie)l (BOMCKa
HKB/I). Hamm 3agaun HeCKoJb-
KO OTJIMYAJINCh OT apMEUCKUX
3a7a4. MBI BXOIMJIM B COCTaB
62-ii apmuu 1 mounHsHCh [.K.
KykoBy. Hama riiaBHas 3amada
Obuta oOecreunTh Oecrepedoii-
Hy10 paboty Thi1a. Hammn ¢ppoHT B
HACTYIIATENBHBIX ~ Maplliax He
y4acTBOBaJI, HO Y4acTBOBal B
00OpOHE MO HaIpaBICHUIO K
VYkpaune, PocroBy u Taranpory.

OpHuM W3 3aMOMHUHAIONIMXCS OBLT Clydad, Korjga s momai Toj
ooMmOexky. Crpamnas Obima OomOexxka. B TOoT neHp g Obul
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we did not know. That's what the children under eighteen did. We were
awarded medals For the Defence of Moscow later. I have to admit that
the Russian armament was unprepared at the beginning of the war.
However, by the end of 1941 when we started to oust the Germans
from Moscow, our armament was already much better. The Russian
people working in the rear contributed a lot to the armament improve-
ments.

When I turned eighteen I was called up to serve in the Army and
sent to Stalingrad. We were young guys: we realized that we could die,
but we were determined to win. No one could convince us otherwise. I
had to participate in battles and when we were surrounded by troops of
Field Marshal Paulus, we fought and did not let the fascists break our
line of defense. We were shot, we were bombed. Of course, it was hor-
rific, but fire and bombardment are usual during war. Sometimes we
heard silence for maybe a few hours, sometimes even for a few days.

I served in the Operational Regiment of Internal Affairs (the
NKVD Internal Affairs). Our tasks differed from those of the military
units. We were a part of Army 62 and reported to Marshal Zhukov. Our

main task was to maintain stability in the rear. Our Front did not partic-
ipate in the offensives, but we took part in the defenses of Ukraine,
Rostov and Taganrog.
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JTHEBAIBHBIM U B MOHW OOS3aHHOCTH BXOJIWJIO ONOBEHIaTh O JHOOOU
omacHocTH. S 3akpuuan: «Bo3nyx!», 1 Bce conaarel, KOTOpble odeaanu
B U30YIlIKe, HAXOASAIIEHCs PsIIoM, TOOEXKalu B OKOMBL. S jke B OKOIT He
nmobexain. S ymanm Ha 3€MJIFO M CTPEJISI U3 BHHTOBKHU 1O CaMOJIETaM.
OTo0 crnacio MHe XKM3Hb, IOTOMY YTO B OKOII Torajna 6oMba, HECKOIBKO
MOMUX TOBApHILEH MOTUOIH.

[Toxoxuil citydall MpoW30IIeNl CO MHOW Ha YKpauHe. BbImonHss
3aJjaHue, MBI C OJIHUM JICHTEHAaHTOM MONAJIM MO CTPAlIHyI0 OoMOex-
Ky. Psiiom Oblna kakasi-To KOHIOUIHS, T/ie ObUIO0 MHOTO Jiomazei. bom-
0a momasna B KOHIOIIHIO: KPUKHU U THOENb Jomaei, CTpaiHo... Msbl ¢
JIEUTEHAHTOM KHUHYJIUCh Ha 3eMIII0. B 3TO BpeMsi — OCKOJIOK ymasl Mex-
Jly MO€EM TOJIOBOW U PYKOM.

Xouercs emie pacckazaTh O HameM cojaarckoM Obite. Kopmumm
HAc HE OYEHb CBHITHO, 00elbl ObLIM CKPOMHBIE, UHOT/A, MpaBJa, HaM
naBanu 100 rpaMMOB BOJKH W 1IOKOJaA. Becem, KTo He mui BOJKY, Ja-
BaJIM IIOKOJIaJ. S He mwI, U MHE JaBajM IUIUTKHU IIOKOJaaa, — OTINY-
HOTO aMEpHUKaHCKOro MIOKoJaaa. Xjeba aaBanu mano, OyXaHKy Ma-
JIEHBKYIO JITMJIM HA YacTH, XOTS TOYHO BeIb HHUKOTJA HEb3s OBLIO
noaenutb. CyxoH Mmaex TOXKe BbIIaBaJIM, HO 3TO HY>KHO OBLJIO TOTOBUTH
caMuM.

3HaMeHaTeIbHBIM COOBITHEM BOMHBI CcTaja BCTpedya ¢ MOeH Oymy-
LIEH KEHOM. YK€ B KOHLE BOMHBI MHE IPUCBOWIA 3BAHHUE MIIAJLIETO
JIeWTEeHaHTa, U TOTJa HaM pa3periaiy >KeHUThCs. C aKEeHOM CBOeH s Mo-
3HAKOMUJICS B amnTeke. S 3aiiesn 3a JIEKapCcTBOM, a TaM ObUIM TpH Je-
BYIIIKH, OJIHA UX HHUX ObLJIa caMOM KpacuBOM, TaK BOT U MO3HAKOMHU-
muck. Jlo cux mop cuuTaro, 4To oHa ObLIa caMOil KpaCHMBOM YKPAaWHKOM.
Ona okoHunna BuHHULKMI MeTUUMHCKUN UHCTUTYT B 1948 rony. Mel
npoxunu Ha Ykpaune noutu 47 ner. B HoBocubupcke okaszamuce B
1991 romy, mpuexanmu BCIIE] 3a JIOYEPBIO, KOTOpas BBIIUIA 3aMYX 3a
xutens HoBocubupcka.

C xeHout mbl nipoxkunu BMecte 70 ner. U B nenp 70-netus Hamei
COBMECTHOH H3HU HaM OpraHU30Baiu O0ibIION mpa3aHuk. [Ipunum
riaBa aaMUHUCTpanuu OKTIOpbCKOro pailoHa, enyTarhl. A TUPEKTOp
3AI'Ca OxkTs0pbcKOro paifoHa ckaszajia, 4To B €€ MPAaKTHKe TaKUX J10JI-
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One of the bombardments I witnessed was engraved into my
memory. That bombardment was frightful. I was an orderly so my duty
was to warn about any danger. I shouted "Air!" and all the soldiers hav-
ing lunch in our makeshift canteen ran to the trenches but not me. I
dropped to the ground and lay there firing a rifle at planes. It saved my
life, because a bomb hit the trench and several friends of mine were
killed.

A similar case happened to me in Ukraine. One lieutenant and I
were performing some task when a terrible bombardment began. Near-
by there was a stable with lots of horses. A bomb hit the stable, the
horses' screams and deaths were agonizing... The lieutenant and I were
laying near the road when suddenly a shell splinter flew between my
head and my hand.

I would like to tell you more about our soldier's daily life. We
weren't fed a lot; dinners were modest however, we were given one
hundred grams of vodka and even chocolate at times. Everyone who
didn't drink vodka was given chocolate. I didn't drink vodka so I was
given bars of chocolate; that American chocolate was delicious. We
were also given little loaves of bread divided into small parts, although
the portions weren’t always divided fairly. We were given bag lunches
too that we had to cook ourselves.

One of the most significant events of the war was the meeting with
my future wife. I was promoted to the rank of second lieutenant at the
end of the war, then we were allowed to marry. I met her in the phar-
macy where I came to buy some medicine. There were three girls in
that pharmacy, one of them was the most beautiful I had ever seen.
I still think she was the most beautiful Ukrainian. She graduated from
the Vinnitsa Medical Institute in 1948. We lived in Ukraine for almost
47 years. We moved to Novosibirsk in 1991 when our daughter married
a Novosibirsk resident.

My wife and I lived together for seventy years. We organized a
great celebration at our 70th anniversary. The head of Oktyabrsky dis-
trict administration and some deputies came to congratulate us. The di-
rector of the Oktyabrsky District Civil Registry Office said she had
never known of such a long marriage.
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rOJIETHUX OpakoB HE OBLIO.

B HoBocuOupcke s co3lain HECKONbKO IIAXMAaTHBIX KIIyOOB.
Onun u3 kiryooB Haxonutcsi B OKTAOpbCKOM pailioHe, re s U IPOXKH-
Bato. Coznan s ero B 2011 rogy. AIMUHUCTpALIMS BbIACINIA MHE CPEJI-
CTBa, 51 coOpasl HEOOJbIIYI0O KOMaHAYy — YeJIOBEK JIBeHAlarb, B KOTO-
pPYIO BXOIWIM B OCHOBHOM BETEpaHbl BOWHBI W IEHCHOHEpHL. Ha
CETOTHSIIHUM IeHb U3 YYaCTHHUKOB BOMHBI OCTAJICS S OAMH, OCTaJIbHbIC
— ICHCHOHEPHI. MBI BCTpeYaeMcsi, UTpaem.

Bropoii maxmarHelii Toe KI1yO ObUI CO3[1aH 10 MOEH MHUINA-
TuBe. S Hamen croHcopa: codpalt Bce JOKYMEHTHI | IOIIENT K COOCTBEH-
HUKY U TE€HEpaJIbHOMY JTUPEKTOPY PhIHKA HAa OCTaHOBKE MOJIO/IEKHOI B
Oxta0pbckoM paiioHe. MHe momorid. Ha BbiieneHHbIE IEHBIH 5 KY-
vl 6 mmaxMat M 6 maxMaTHBIX 9acoB. TakuM oOpa3oM, Mbl co3nad 4
IIaXMaTHBIX KITy0a. BooyIlieBneHHBI 3THM, S PENIM CO3/aTh IIax-
MaTHyIO (enepamnuro paiiona. Hu B oqHOM paiioHe Takoro ermie He Obl-
no. M36panu mpencenarens, CTald OPraHU30BHIBATh COPEBHOBAHUS, A
SBIIAIOCH WICHOM IMpe3uauyMa. 3a 3TO palMOHAJIbHOE MPEIOKECHHE
ryoepHaTop 001acT BPYyYHII MHE TIPH3.

Unmepsvio Anacmacuu Konanenxo u Kannwr Tapacosoii
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I organized several chess groups in Novosibirsk. One of them is lo-
cated in Oktyabrsky district where I live. I organized it in 2011. The
administration allocated some money to me. I put together a small team
of twelve people, among them there were war veterans and pensioners
mainly. To date, I am the only war veteran left: the others members of
the club are the retired. We meet and play.

The second chess club was also organized on my initiative. I col-
lected all the documents and found a sponsor, a building owner and MD
of the market, Molodezhny. So with his support and money, I bought
six chess sets and six chess clocks. That's how four chess clubs were
organized. Having four chess clubs inspired me to found a district chess
federation. No district had a chess federation. We elected a chairman
and started to organize competitions. Now [ am a presidium member.
Our regional governor gave me an award for these activities.

Translated by Julia Vlasova
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Man:xyro Cemen AJieKCAaHAPOBHUY poouics 6 1926 200y ¢ Anmaii-
ckom Kkpae. O nayan eoennyro ciyocoy ¢ eospacme 17 nem. Cemen

Anexcanoposuu yuacmeosan & 6oe-
evix Oeticmsusix Jlenunepaockoeo
¢porma. Ilob6edy ecmpemun 6 Tan-
aune. Haepasicoen opoenom Omeue-
CMBEHHOU 60UHbL, Medaavlo «3a no-
bedy Hao T'epmanueri 8
Omeuecmeennou eotine 1941-1945
22.» U MHO2UMU OPYUMU.

Ponuncs g B 1926 rogy. Cembs
Hallla )ujia B HeOOJIbIION J1epeBHE B
AnTaiickoM kpae. TaMm Mbl U y3HAIIH
0 Hayvasie BoiHbI. O Hell 0OBsABUIM
[0 penpoAyKTOpaM, KOTOpbIe ObUIM
B KaXXJI0M JE€PEBHE.

[Ipu3Banu MeHs He cpa3y, Tosnbko B 1943-M, korna mue Obuio 17

net. CHauana § Mecd1eB 5 ClyXWI B bepJICKOM MOJIKY, B CEp>KaHTCKOM
IIKOJIE MO MOATOTOBKE MJIAJIIIMX KOMAaHJIHUPOB, & TIOTOM MEHS Cpaszy
ornpaswin Ha GpoHT. [IpuBesnu, 3auncnunun B BTP-oBubI, 1 Havan s
BoeBaTh. [IpuHuMan yuyactue B 00eBBIX AeiicTBUsIX JIeHHMHTpaackoro
¢dponTta. Komanayromum y Hac 0but Jleonus Anexcanaposud [ '0BOpoB,
Mapman apmuu. Hy, GpoHT ecTh QpOHT: U B aTaky X0, KOHTYKEH
ObL1 1Ba paza. Korga HacTymamno 3aTuiibe, Mbl H3y4ail OpyXKHe, AeKY-
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Semen Alexandrovich Manzhugo was born in 1926 in Altai Krai.
He was called up to the war at the age of 17. Semen A. Manzhugo took
part in military operations at the Leningrad Front He celebrated V|c-
tory Day in Tallinn. He was award- -
ed The Order of the Patriotic War
and a Medal For the Victory over
Germany in the Great Patriotic
War 1941-1945, among others.

Our family lived in a small vil-
lage of Altai Krai. There we heard
about the beginning of the war
when the news was announced by
loud-speakers in the village square.

I wasn’t called up at the begin- |
ning of the war, only after 1943 |
when | was seventeen year old. '
During the first eight months | served in the Berdsk Regiment, in an
officer's training school. Then | was sent right to the Front. | was en-
rolled as staff of an armoured infantry vehicle unit and | started to fight
in the war. | took part in military operations in the ranks of the Lenin-
grad Front. Our commander was Marshal L. A. Govorov. The Front is
the Front. We attacked our enemies and twice | received contusions.
During the lull in fighting we would master weapons and be on duty.
We shot at the Germans; they shot at us.
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pWIIH, HA NIOCTY CTOSIU. HeMIbl CTpemnsiiin no HaM, MbI — [10 HUM.

[To6eny BcTpetust B Tasmune. [locne BOMHBI s CIy Uil B DCTOHUU
Ha OCTpoBe Dil3enb. bpul KOMaHAUPOM OTIEIEHUS, TOMOIIHUKOM KO-
MaHJUpa B3BOJIA, CEKPETAPEM KOMCOMOJIBCKOM Oopranuszauuu. B apmun
CYyILLIECTBOBAJI MHCTUTYT 3aMECTUTENIE KOMAHIUPOB MO MOJUTUYECKON
gactu. MHe npeUIoKIIN oexaTh Ha yueOy B JICHHHTpaICKOe TBasK b
KpacHO3HAMEHHOE YYWJIUIEe MMeHU OHrenbca. Tyma HanpaBuiau 400
yenoBeK. YToObl cAaTh HK3aMeHbl, sl YIIOPHO 3aHUMAJICs, CUaen B Ouo-
JTMOTEKe, BHUMATEJIbHO Cyllaji npenojasareneid. Hamucan qukrant Ha
YETBEPKY, HY, C MOMOUIBIO JIpyra KOHEYHO. Tak s Okaszajics B 4HCIIe
KYpPCaHTOB yUMJIUIIIA.

[lo okOHuYaHMM yuywiIMIIA HayaJloch pacnpeneneHue. Becex cmpa-
IIUBAJH, T/1€ Obl XOTENU CIYXUTh. MEHS TOXE CIPOCHIIH, sI OTBETHII,
YTO MOEAY TyJa, Ky/Ja HanpaBUT napTus. Toraa wieHbl KOMUCCUU MHE
ckazanu: «Bot u noesxait B ['epmanuto». A cornacuiics, ckaszas: «byny
craparbcs!y

B To Bpems I'JIP Obuia Apy:KeCTBEHHBIM HaM TOCYJapCTBOM. Yua-
CTOK, KyJla MEHsI HallpaBWJIH, ObLI CTpAaTerHYeCKH BaKHbIM. Hama pora
3aHMMAajach MPOKIAIKON CHUJIOBOIO MOJA3EMHOro kabens. B cmyuae
YPE3BBIYAHOTO IMPOUCHIECTBUS MBI MOTJIH OOSCTOYUTH BCIO HAIIy
yacTh. Eciin B 00b14HOM poTe 120 yemoBek, B Hamiel pore Obuto 250.
CrnoxxHoe Aeno, HO MEHsI Ty[da HalpaBWIH, MOCKOJIbKY y MEHS ObLI
omnbIT paboThl. S ObLT MOCTapille MHOTHX, Ja U Ha ¢poHTe Obul. Tak s
oka3zazcs B YecOypre (mpuropon bepnuna). [IpoBoaun 3ausaTHS ¢ cOJI-
JaTamu, Jenai To, 4To TpeboBanock. [Ipomuio okosao mMecsia, 1 KOMaH-
JUp peIInil OCTaBUTh MeHS 3a ctapiiero. OH o4eHb 0XOTY OO, JT0-
OMJI TaKXe COJIJIAT Ha SKCKYPCHIO BHIBO3UTH, U BCIKUU pa3 sl OCTaBaJICs
3a HEero.

OmHaxapl MPUIILIIOCH TTPOBOJUTE BhIOOPHL. Beex Hamo ObUTO MOJ-
TOTOBUTH, BCE OpraHu3oBaTh. Jlake keHy cBow mpuBiek. OHa peub
MOATOTOBUJIA, TOBOPWJIA XOPOILIO, IPAMOTHO, OHA BEIb y MEHS Yy4H-
tenpHUIA. Bee momyunsnocs ynauno. [locne BBIOOPOB s yroBOpHMII CBOE-
ro KOMaHAupa OCTaThCsA y MEHS HoueBaTh. JKeHa, Kak U moJyiaraercs B
TaKUX CIIy4asiX, CTOJI HAKPBIJIA, MBI 110 CTOTIOYKE MPHUHSIIH, TOCUIENH,
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| celebrated Victory Day in Tallinn. I served in Estonia on Osel Is-
land. I was a squad leader and an assistant of a platoon commander. At
the same time, | was a leader of a Communist Youth Union (Komso-
mol) unit of the platoon. At that time the Army had the Institute of
Deputy Commanders for Political Affairs. | was offered to train in Len-
ingrad Military School, which holds the distinction of having two Or-
ders of the Red Banner, named after Friedrich Engels. There we needed
to pass exams, so | studied a lot, listened to my teachers very attentive-
ly and spent much time in the library. With the help of my friend I
passed the Russian exam with a grade point of four (on a scale of one to
five). So | found myself among military cadets.

Before graduation from military school we were asked about our
preferences where to serve. | answered that | was ready to go anywhere
the Communist party wanted me to go. The members of the commis-
sion told me, “You will set out for Germany.” I just replied, “I’ll do my
best!”

The GDR was a state friendly to our country at that time. The sec-
tor | was sent to was strategically important. Our company dealt with
installing voltage cables underground. In case of emergencies we were
empowered to leave our regiment without power. A usual company had
120 soldiers whereas our platoon had 250. It was a hard assignment but
| had been chosen for this job because of my work experience and my
age; | was a little bit older than the others. Moreover, | had been in the
war. So | arrived in Chesburg, a settlement near Berlin. | followed all
orders and even taught classes to soldiers. After a month of service the
commander decided to delegate a part of his responsibilities to me. He
liked to go hunting and take soldiers on different excursions. On these
days | would work for him.

Once we had to organize elections. We needed to prepare the staff
and organize all the details. | even involved my wife. She was a teach-
er, so she was able to prepare and deliver a great speech. The event was
a success. After the elections, | talked my commander into staying
overnight at our house. Following tradition, my wife laid out food and
drinks on the table. We did shots and talked for a while.

63



IIOPTPETHI BETEPAHOB

oroBopwin. B 3ToM pasroBope koMaHAMpP MHE NIOBENAN, YTO BO BpeMs
Moero pacrpejenenuss B YecOypr y pyKoBOACTBa ObLIM COMHEHHUS 110
oBoAYy Moel kaHauaatypbl. Oka3bpIBaeTcsi, BCEX cMylLalo Moe o0pa-
30BaHUE, BCErO CEMb KJIACCOB Jla YYMJUIIE. A Cpeau IPETEHICHTOB
obun odunepsl. Ho Bce-Taku MeHsl BbIOpaJiM, PELIMB, YTO €CIU s HE
CIIPABJIKOCh, TO MEHS OTIPABAT B APYrOW OKPYr. BBIACHMIOCH Takke,
YTO B JIEHb BBIOOPOB OH Pa3roBapuBall ¢ MOMM KOMaHAMPOM U OHH 00-
CyXJaJli, IEpeBOUTH JIM MEHS HAa HOBYIO JTOJKHOCTb. MOI KOMaHIUp
ObUI MPOTUB, CUUTAs], YTO 51 - OYE€Hb PAOOTOCIIOCOOHBIN, U UM CaMHUM
HY’KHBI TaKH€ COJIATHI.

Tak s coyxun o 1955 roma, BIUIOTH 0 HAUIEr0 COKPALLEHUS.
[Ipuexan s B HoBocubupck, moii 6par padotain 31ech Ha UkanoBckoM
3aBoze. [lomum Ha paboTy ycTpamBarbes, HO HE B3SUIM MEHs: 00pa3o-
BaHUE Yy Bac, TOBOPAT, TYMaHUTAPHOE, @ HAM TeXHapH HyxHbl. [Iomor-
JM 3HAKOMbIE, NPEJIOKUIM BECTU BOEHHOE JeN0 U (PU3KYIbTYypy B
Beicielt napruitHol mkosie. IIpuiiocs coriiacuTbest U Ha TOJKHOCTD
KOMEHJaHTa, MOTOMY Kak 3a 3TO JaBajd KOMHaTy. Sl cpasy pemmi
MOMTHU YUYUThCS, 3aKoHUMI 7, 8, 9, 10-i knaccel BeyepHel mIKoiIbl. Xo-
TeJ MOJY4YUTh HalpaBlieHHe Ha yueOy B Bricuryro mapTuiiHyio 1Koy,
HO MOE 3asiBJICHHE HE NMPUHSUIIN, TaK KaK Yy MEHS He OBbLIO ONbITa UIEO0-
JIOTUYECKON pabOoTHI.

[Tpennoxunu MHE MECTO 3aBEAYIOLIETO OPraHU3allMOHHBIM OTJE-
JIOM B paiikoMe B 0JJHOM U3 paiioHoB HoBocubupckoit o6iaactu. Ho mbl
C ’KEHOM mogyMallu-TIoAyMalld U PeIniM, 4To OyJeM UCKaTh paboTy B
HoBocubupcke. Ilomor 3HakoMblii ceMbU, TIPUTIIACKI padOTaTh B Mpa-
BOOXpaHMUTEIbHBIX opraHax. S cormacuics. IlpopaGoran B opranax
OKOJIO TOZa, HanpaBuiu B bapHayi, Ha nepenoAroToBky. OKOHYMB 3Ty
HIKOJY, MOCTYIHJI B IEIarOrMYeCKUil MHCTUTYT, paboTal HauaJIbHUKOM
oTpsifia, I/lIe€ NEPEBOCHUTHIBAIOT MPAaBOHAPYIIUTENEH. 3aTeM Mpeio-
KWJIA MECTO 3aMECTUTEISI HaYaJIbHUKa HOBOCUOUPCKOM TIOPBMBI.

Tak BOT m orcimyxkun 25 ner Ha onHoM Mecre. llomyunn 3BaHue
Mmaitopa. ITocne moero 60-neTust MEHs IPOCUIIM OCTaThes ele nopado-
TaTh, HO s ckazan: «XBatuT!» [Ipu Tropbme Obla mIKOJIa, U 5 OBLT €e
mupexkropoM 20 net. B 2000 romy ¢ cepaedykoMm CTajlo HEBaXKHO, 5
OCTaBHJI 3Ty paboTy.
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He told me that before my assignment to Chesburg the senior com-
mander had doubts about me. Even though | finished military school,
they thought I was not qualified enough for this job since other candi-
dates were officers who had higher military education. Still they chose
me. But in case of failure 1 would have been sent to another region. It
turned out that on election day they talked to my former commander
who would not approve of my transfer to another region explaining that
| was very efficient and they needed me.

| served in Chesburg till the regiment staff reduction in 1955. |
came to Novosibirsk because my brother worked there in the Chkalov
aircraft plant. | applied for a job but was not hired because I did not
have technical education. My family’s friends helped me and offered
me a job teaching students Military Science and PE in Novosibirsk
Higher Party School (an educational institution training specialists for
the Communist Party of the USSR). | also had to accept the post of res-
ident director in a hostel because the position provided free accommo-
dation. I was determined to study and finished grades 7, 8, 9, and 10 at
night school. | wanted to become a student of the Higher Party School,
but was rejected because | did not have any political work experience.

| was offered a post of the Head of the Administration and Planning
Department of the Party Regional Committee in Novosibirsk region.
After talking these things over with my wife, we decided to look for
jobs in the city of Novosibirsk. One of our friends offered me a job in a
law-enforcement agency and | agreed. After a year | was sent to Barna-
ul, a town in Altai Krai for retraining. Then | entered Teachers' Train-
ing Institute. As a student | worked as a head of the department respon-
sible for the re-education of young offenders. Then | was offered a job
of Deputy Director of Novosibirsk Prison.

I worked for twenty-five years in this prison and rose to the rank of
Major. When 1 turned sixty years old | decided to end my career in the
penitentiary system. The management asked me to stay in the job long-
er but | refused. For the next twenty years | worked as a principal of the
prison school until the year 2000 when | retired due to a heart condi-
tion.
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Bot Takas mos kpartkas Ouorpadus. MiMero MHOTO BOEGHHBIX U
TPYIOBBIX Harpaja. Moe uMs BOILIO B COOpHHMK «Poccuiickuii cOBET
BerepaHoB DesepanbHON CIIy)KOBI MCIOJTHEHUS Haka3zaHMit». 3a 0Goe-
BbIE JICHCTBUS HAa (DPOHTE I UMEIO HArpajbl, U 3a pabOTy B OpraHax.

Ceiluac g XUBY OJMH, KCHa yMepia, Tskeno... Beab Mbl ¢ Heit
npoxunu 60 sner. IIo3HaKOMUIMCH MBI IO NEPENUCKE, MUCAIH APYT
JpyTy MouTu yeThipe roga. B To Bpems s yumics B Jlenunrpage. Cama
oHa Oputa u3 YepenanoBo, ceno B HoBocubupckoit obGnactu. Ilocne
yUUIIUIIA 5 mpuexan B UepernaHoBo, Mbl MO3HAKOMUIIMCH, TaK U CEMbS
cocrosyack. Mbl ¢ HEll O4EHb ACBOYKY XOTEJIHM, HO POJUIIUCH Mallb-
yuIIky, ABoe. OnHoro yxxe HeT. OT MIaIIero cblHa €CTh BHYYKa, OHA
y)K€ cama Mama, NMpaBHYKy JABa Mecsa. OT crapuiero chlHa €cTh JBa
BHyKa. Mnaqmuii BHyK npuxoautT vame. OH y MeHS /JBa MHCTUTYTa
3aKOHYMII: CETTbCKOXO03iCTBEHHBIN 1 ToMckuil ynuepcuter. Paboraer
IIOMOLIHUKOM aJBOKaTa. Bce Bpoje Xopollo, MEHCHUIO MOJIyYyar XOpo-
uryto, npesugeHtckue 5000 pyOneil Toke MarepHalbHO MOMOTAOT.
CoumanbHbIil paOOTHUK PUXOINT, IIPOJTYKTH MHE TIOKYIIAeT.

Maiickue mpa3IHUKUA S MPOBEN XOPOIIo. MeHs NpUIIacuiud Ha
ObIBIIee MecTO paboThl. TaMm BCTpETHIINCH C BeTepaHamHu, (PpOHTOBH-
kamu. MBI mocuaenu, 4aiiky nonwid. HaMm mo aBe THICSYH BBIJANH.
Berpeuancs ¢ yuennkamu mkodbsl Ne 29, paccka3biBai 0 CBOEH KU3HH.
PeGsitam morpaBunock. Ha mapan IToGeap! moidTH HE CMOT, TaM CTOSITh
HaJ/10, @ MHE TSDKEJ0. A BOT B OIIEPHBIN TeaTp XOAWI CO CBOEH IUIeMsH-
Hutieid. OueHb MOHPABUIIOCH.

HUnmepesvio Anacmacuu Kocax u Examepunvl Xpucmuegoti
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This is my short biography. | have many awards for my duties.
My name was included in the Soviet Russian Federal Penitentiary Ser-
vice Veterans’ Council book. I was awarded the Order of the Patriotic
War and the Medal For the Victory over Germany in the Great Patriotic
War, 1941-1945. My work in law-enforcement agencies was also rec-
ognized.

Now I live alone since my wife passed away; it’s really hard...
We lived together for sixty years. We got to know each other by corre-
spondence. We had been writing to each other for four years while |
was studying in Leningrad. She lived in Cherepanovo, a town in the
Novosibirsk region. Then we got married. We wanted to have a girl,
but had only boys. Sadly, one of them already passed away. My young-
er son has a daughter, my granddaughter. She is already a mother, and
my great-grandson is already two months old. My oldest son left me
two great-grandsons. The younger one visits me more often. He gradu-
ated from Novosibirsk Agriculture Academy and Tomsk State Univer-
sity. He works as an associate lawyer. Everything seems all right. 1
have a good retirement pension and receive an extra five thousand rou-
bles monthly as a presidential bonus. It helps to sustain me. | also have
a social worker who helps me: she goes food shopping for me.

| enjoyed the May holidays. | was invited to visit my former
place of work. There we met with other veterans, ex-soldiers. We had
tea and talked to each other. All of us were given 2000 roubles in hon-
our of the Victory day. | had a meeting with children at School #29 but
| was not able to go to the Victory Parade on May 9" because it was
impossible for me to stand for so long. | visited the ceremony devoted
to Victory Day in the Opera and Ballet Theater, accompanied by my
niece. | enjoyed it very much.

Translated by Anastasia Kosyak
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ManbkoBa Taresina CepreeBHa poounace ¢ 1925 200y. Ha ¢pponm
OHA YUIA ¢ 0OHO20 U3 HOBOCUOUPCKUX 3a80008. Bo epems eoiinvl Ta-
moana Cepeeesna cuydcuna meo-
cecmpot. bvina 0saxcovl panena; 3a-
KOHYUNA 8OeHHYI0 cyaxcOy 6 1944 2o-
0y. Haepaoscoena opOeHoOM
Omeyecmeennon eounvt | cmenenu,
opoenom Tpyooeou Cnasvl, 08yms
Meoanamu «3a MyxHcecmeo.

B utone 1943 roga s paborana B
TpaBWwiIbHOM T1iexe 702-ro 3aBoja,
9BAKYMPOBAHHOTO W3  3allOPOXKbA.
Ceituac 310 — 3aBoa uM. Kys3pMuHa.
B 510 BpeMs HayalbHUKY IieXa MpH-
CllaJil yXe TOJNUCaHHbIE MOBECTKHU
Ha BOMHY. MHe Ob10 18 51eT, MoATOMY MeHs MPHU3BAJIU CAHUHCTPYKTO-
poM. B To BpeMs Mbl HE MOTJIM OTKa3zaTbes. Henb3st ObII0 cKazatTh: «A
g He nouay!» 3a aTo Mornu gath 5, a To u Bee 10 net Tropsmbl. MBI
MOIIJIA B BOGHKOMAT, Hac coOpanu okosio 20-30 1eBUYOHOK, TOMBLIN B
OaHe, BbIJJAJIM OOMYHIMPOBAHUE, OJIETU U OTIPaBMWIN Ha Yi. OKTAOpbH-
cKyto, 3. TaM HaxoausCs MepechlIbHBIN MYyHKT. W yXe moTtom Hac mo-
CaJlWJIA B BaroH, B KOTOPBIN IPy3WJIN BCE, YTO MOXHO OBLIO OTIIPABUThH
Ha (POHT: NPOIOBOJIBCTBUE, JIomaael, kKopoB. Tak B cocrase 22-if Cu-
6upckoit JloOpoBoIbUeCKON TUBU3UN MBI OTIPAaBUINCH Ha (DPOHT.

Moii nepBbIii IeHb Ha (POHTE ObUT OUYEHB TSKENIbIM U JuXUM. Bee
B ropJie ObUIO MEepeAaBIeHO, HO JIEHb MPOILEN, U 5 TOHEMHOT'Y HaJasa
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Tatiana Sergeevna Mankova was born in 1925. She was called to
the Front in 1943 from a Novosibirsk plant. During the war Tatyana
Sergeevna served as a nurse. She
was wounded twice and finished
her military service in 1944, She
was awarded the Order of the
Patriotic War 1st Class, the Or-
der of Labour Glory and two
Medals For Courage.

In June 1943 | worked in a
pickling shop of plant 702™
named after Kuzmin that had
been evacuated from Zaporozhe.
That's when the signed call-up
papers were sent to the head of
the shop floor. | was only eighteen; that's why | was inducted to be a
nurse. At that time we couldn't just refuse, I could not just say, "Oh, I
won't go!" We would be sent to a prison for five years or maybe even
ten. About twenty to thirty girls were immediately enrolled and sent to
the military registration and enlistment office. We washed in a bath-
house, were given uniforms then sent to the transit depot in Ok-
tyabrskaya Street, Novosibirsk. We were picked up in a cargo truck,
where there were not only people but horses, cows and everything that
could be loaded to be sent to the Front. We went to the Front as a part
of the 22nd Siberian Volunteer Division.
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npuBbIKaTh. [lopoiit Mapui-6pocku 1o 40 KuiIOMeTpoB B HOUb COBEpIIIa-
7, a Be/Ib HE C IYCThIM PIOK3aKOM HJielIb. B caHuTapHO# cyMKke ObLIN
JaHTeTKH (haHEepHbIE U METaJUIMYECKUE, HOKHULIbI, HOKUK, OUHTBI, KO-
CBHIHKH, MEpEeBsI30YHBIN MaTepuas. Kpome 3toro, ObumM rpaHartsl pyd-
HBIE ¥ KapaOuH.

Mpb1 HE O4YE€Hb MHTEPECOBAINUCH TEM, UYTO MPOUCXOAUIIO HA APYTUX
¢bpoHTax, HAaM 3TO OBLJIO HE Ba)KHO, MPOCTO ILIM B O60H M Bce. Xouy
CKa3aTb, YTO HaM IIOMOTaIM co0akoBoAbl. Y HHX ObIIM cOOaYbH
YOPSOKKH, 110 6-7 cobak. [Tocne 6051 co6akoBO B MpUe3 AU, 3a0Upain
PaHEHBIX B TEJEXKKH JIETOM, U B JOJOUKH — 3UMOM. Ha aTux ympsokkax
PaHEHBIX JOBO3UJIM J0 ONPEIEIEHHOr0 MECTa, a TaM YK€ X NpUHUMa-
na canpota. Ha cobak BbIiaBajIi Takou ke Maek, Kak Ha YeJloBeKa.

Opnaxxapl K HaM mpuexano nomnosiHeHue u3 Cubupu. Kpenkue,
3I0pOBble€ U BbICOKHE MapHH. CHOUPSIKK OTIMYAINCh OT COJJAAT M3
JPYTUX TOPOJOB UMEHHO CBOMM pocToM. VX Ha3bIBanu «Oypble Me/iBe-
auy. OHU TPUBO3KIIM MOJIAPKU AJis (PpoHTA: Jo1aAe, KOPOB, KOTOPBIX
4acTo OCTaBJIsUIM B MezicaHOare.

Ham conparckuit ObIT ObLT caMbIM pa3HbIM. ['ostoga HE ObLIO, KOp-
MUJIM Hac Bcera. Y Hac Bcerja ObutH ¢ coboit 3 cyxapuka u 3 Kycodka
caxapa. benbe y Hac OblIO MYXKCKO€ — KalbCOHBI, pyOamiku. PykaBa u
JIMUIHIOK JUIMHY MBI OTPE3ajd Ha CBOM JKEHCKUE HYXKIbI, Ta KaK Iepe-
BSI30YHBIM MaTepuan HUKOIJA HE MCIONb30BAIN IS JIMUHBIX HYX.
bans Obuta Bcero onuH pas 3a 3uMy. O caHuTapHOU CyMKe Bcerja 3a-
OoTtmiics crapmuHa. JlekapcTBa, MHCTPYMEHTHI BCErJa MOMOIHSUINCS.
[Topo¥i HOXMK NOTEpsAEIIb WIM HOXHUIBI, BCE BBIIABAIOCH. Kaxabli
JIeHb Ha BOIHE ObLIT TSXKEJBIM, HO MBI Opaiu ceOst B pyKH, OI€BAIIUCH U
nu B 60#. beIBasno, momn3aemns 1esblid IeHb, U B XKapy U B XOJIO, 1O
COJIHILY U TIO CHETY, BCSI MOKpasl, U OZIE’K/1a BbIChIXaeT Ha Tele.

Camoe cTpaimiHoe, 4TO HEBO3MOXHO BceM Mmomoub. Hanpumep, Thl
coJjjiaTa mepeBs3bIBacillb, a Ipyroil Baajeke KpU4mT, 30BeT Te0sl, MoKa
JIOTION3EIIb J0 HEro, OH yxe€ CKoHuaeTcs. MHorja paHHUT KOro-to
CHJIBHO, KJIaJIelllb €ro Ha Ope3eHT U MOJ3ellb, TSIHEUb cojijaTa 3a co-
00, a My>KUUHBI BEJ[b TsKEIIBIE.

Xouy cka3aTh, YTO Mbl JIaK€ HE OYEHb XOPOILIO MOMHMIIU, KaKue
ropojia Mbl 0CBOOOXIanu. S mMOMHIO, 4TO MBI Hauanu B Bemukux Jly-
Kax, a JaJiplie MOIUI0 Bce Kak Mo oyepeau. Mbl Beib He OyaeM 3amu-
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My first day in the war was very terrible and tough. | felt like it was
hard to breathe but the day passed and little by little | started to get used
to it. Sometimes we had to march forty kilometers on foot at night with
heavy backpacks. Our health care kit contained metal and plywood
splints, scissors, a knife, swathes, scarves, all the types of bandaging
materials. There were also hand-grenades and a karabiner.

We weren't curious about what was happening on the other Fronts
during the war. We were more concerned with our battles. It is interest-
ing to say that we were helped by dog handlers. They had relays with
six or seven dogs. For example after a battle the handlers would drive
up to the wounded and carry them away on carts in summer or boats in
winter. The wounded were taken to the location where the medical staff
could care for them. The dogs were provided with rations as other sol-
diers were.

One day fresh troops arrived: strong and tall men from Siberia.
They were called Brown Bears. The soldiers from the other towns
weren't so tall, but Siberia was known for its tall men. The Siberians
brought such gifts as horses and cows and left them in the medical bat-
talion.

We were occupied with different facets of daily life. We never felt
hungry. We always got our food rations. Every soldier always had three
crackers and three pieces of sugar. We washed in a bathhouse once a
winter. Our underwear was male as were our pants and shirts. We cut
long sleeves to use for our feminine hygiene needs because we never
used bandaging materials for personal purposes. The major sergeant
ensured that the health care kit contained all medicines required. A
knife or scissors might be lost sometimes but everything was refilled.
Every battle was a challenge to endure. Every day we pulled ourselves
up, got dressed and went to battle. All day long in the hot sun we
crawled on the ground covered in sweat; still the uniforms dried out
right on our bodies.

The most trying challenge was to accept the fact that we weren’t
able to help all the wounded. For example, you would be bandaging a
soldier meanwhile another one was calling for you at a distance, but
when you crawled over to help him he had already died. When some-
one was badly wounded, you would put him onatarp and crawl,

71



IIOPTPETHI BETEPAHOB

CBIBaTh, KaKue€ HACEJCHHbIE MyHKTHI mpoxoawin. Hama 3agada Obuia,
4TOOBI CyMKa CaHWTapHas Obula BCErja IOJIHAs, a KaKUe IOCEJIKH MBI
0cBOOOXK AU, Mbl He 3aayMbiBanuch. [Tomuio Cebex (Pymbinus). Ilon
Puroii BoiiHA a1 MEHSI 3aKOHYMIIACh, IIOTOMY YTO 3/I€Ch s ObLIa paHe-
Ha.

B niepBriii pa3 mens panuio 19 utonst 1943 rona B Benukux Jlykax.
[Tocne rocnuTans s OMATH MOMaJia B CBOKO YacTh, YTO OBIBAJIO KpalHe
penxo. 6 utonst 1944 roga npu HacTyruieHUH Ha Pury MeHst paHuio BO
BTOPOM pa3, ¥ OOJIbIIIE 51 HE BoeBaIa. Sl Joiroe Bpems Jiekasia B TOCITH-
tane B MBanoBo. Ilocne Bemmucku BepHynack B HoBocubupck. Ho Ha
3aBojie 1 paboTarh OOJbIIE HE CMOTJA, MO3TOMY Hadaia TPYAUTHCS B
apTeiy B IIBEHHON NPOMBIIIIIEHHOCTH.

K coxanenuto, st mortepsiia Ha BOWHE cBoux OparbeB. X ObLIO
nBoe. Mou cecTpsbl, paB/ia, B BOMHE BDKWIN. MBI B MOJIOOCTH IUCEM
wm ¢ororpaduii He xpaHwim. Ot Cnupugona oxna dororpadus
ocTanach.

O T'epmanuu s HUYETO TOBOPUTH HE Xouy. He xouy naxe ciymars,
MHE HE Hazo 3Toro. S He cMOTpIO (WIBMOB O BOWHE, S cama MPOIUIa
4yepes3 3TO, XBAaTUT. Sl CMOTPIO TOJIBKO MECTHBIE HOBOCTH. Y MEHS €CTb
Harpajpl, XpaHio WX B KOpoOOUYKe: JBe Menanu «3a oTBary», «Berepan
Tpyna», opaeH OTeuecTBEHHOM BoMiHBI | cTtenenu. S, mpasaa, He MOMHIO,
3a kakue 0ou 51 ux nomy4mia. [Ipocro mocie ouepenHOro 00st BEI3BAIN U
TOP)KECTBEHHO Bpyyanu. OKka3bIBaeTcsl, OMacHbIil 00i ObLI.

Humepevio Tamwsanvl Ckpeduesoli
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pulling him behind you — and men are so heavy to pull.

| don't remember exactly what towns we passed, what villages
we freed. | know that I began to participate in the war from the town of
Velikiye Luki (near Moscow) but after that there were so many towns |
stopped counting. My task was to ensure that the health care kit was
always filled and | didn't wonder what villages | was passing. | remem-
ber Sebes (Romania). The war was over for me near Riga (Latvia) be-
cause | was wounded there.

I was wounded twice. On June 19, 1943 | was wounded for the
first time in Velikiye Luki. After the hospital | was sent back to my bat-
talion which was not common. Then on July 6, 1944 during an attack to
liberate Riga, | was wounded for the second time. After that | no longer
participated in the war. | was in a hospital in Ivanovo for a long time.
After my discharge | went back to Novosibirsk but was unable to work
at a plant so I worked at a workers’ association for the clothing indus-
try.

Unfortunately, 1 lost my 2 brothers in the war, but my sisters
survived. When we were young, we didn't even save any letters. Now
only a photo of one of my brothers, Sviridon is left.

| don't want to speak about Germany. | don't need it. | don't
watch movies about the war, | went through it myself so it's enough for
me. | watch only the local news. | have several medals lying in a box. |
was awarded two Medals For Personal Courage, the Order of Labour
Glory and the Order of the Patriotic War 1st Class. | don't even know
what battles | got those medals for. |1 was just called to report after
some of them and solemnly presented the medals for dangerous battles.

Translated by Julia Vlasova

73



Hpumak Anexkcanap PexopoBud poouics ¢ 1923 200y. Ha ¢pponm
on nowen 6 cocmage Cubdbupcrou [Jobposonvueckou oususuu. Anek-
candp Dedoposuy yuacmeosanr 8 0ceo-
bodicoenuu 2opooa benviil, 6 cpasxcenusx
3a  eopooa  Cmonenck, Poces u
Tyna. Anexcanop @edoposuu 6bll cepbes-
HO paHeH 60 eépems bumevl Ha peke I[Ipo-
HA. 3a cmenocmv u omeacy HAcparicoeH
MHO2UMU OpOEHAMU U Medansimu Benukoil
omeuecmeenHol OUNbI.

B Havane BOWHBI 1 y4nscs Ha TOKaps
B pEMECIIEHHOM yuuiuuie 3aBoaa « Tpym».
B centa0pe 1941 rona s 3akoHUnN yueOy
paboTtan Ha 3aBoje, IIe TOYMJ CHApPS/IbI
JUTSL «KaTIOL» THEM U HOYbIO.

B 1942 roxy Mbl ¢ AecaTbio IpYyTrMMU peOsTaMH, BBITYCKHHUKAMU
PEMECIIEHHOT0 YUYMJIMINA, MONUIM B BoeHKOoMAaT OKTSIOpbCKOro paiioHa
MIPOCUTh, YTOOBI Hac Mpu3Bajiu Ha GpoHT. OHAaKO B BOGHKOMATe HaM
OOBSICHWIM, YTO HAC HE MOTYT IpPU3BaTh, MOCKOJIbKY MbI YYWIUCh Ha
MIOJTHOM TOCYAapCTBEHHOM OOECIEeUeHUH U JOJDKHBI ObUTM O0TpaboTaTh
nBa roja. Ecnu moHagoOuMces, Hac 030BYT. Tak U MPOU30ILIO, Yepes3
10 mHelt MbI mosmyumnu noBecTkH. S monan B bakmHCKoe nexoTHOE
YUUJTUILIE.

B baky s yuuncs no urons 1942 ropa. 3areM B OIMH U3 AHEW Hac
MOCTPOMIIN M cKka3aiu, uTo B FOpre popmupyercs CranuHckas JTUBU3US
1 HaOupaloT B Hee TOJNBbKO N0OpoBobIeB. Eciu KTO-TO X0ueT, To Hac
MOTYT TyJla HallpaBUTh. X0Uy CKa3aTh, YTO OTHOLIEHHE MOEN CEMBHU K
oTbe3ay Ha (GpOHT ObLIO criokoiHoe. OTell yxe ObUT Ha BOWHE, a Mama
HE 3HaJla, YTO 5l YXOXKY Ha BOWHY. S cka3ai eif 06 3ToM mo3zxe.
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Alexander Fedorovich Primak was born in 1923. He enrolled to
the Front as a part of the Siberian Volunteer Division in 1942. He par-
ticipated in the libera-
tion of the city of Bely, in
the battles of Smolensk,
Rzhev and Tula. Alexan-
der Fedorovich was bad-
ly wounded during the
battle on the Pronya
River.

At the beginning of
the war | trained as a
turner machinist in an
industrial school in the :
industrial plant, Trud in A.D. [Ipumak ¢ BHyKOM
Novosibirsk. By Septem- A. F. Primak with his grandson
ber 1941, | had finished
and was working at the factory. | was sharpening shells for Katyusha
multiple rocket launchers day and night.

In 1942, my friends from the factory and I, about ten in all went to
Oktyabrsk enlistment office to enlist for the Front. They told us that
they could not draft us because we had studied in the industrial school.
Since our education was financed by the government, we had to work
for two years. And they added that if they needed us they would contact
us. In approximately ten days we received our call-up papers. | got into
Baku Military School.

| studied in Baku Military School till July 1942. One day we were
drawn up and told that Stalin’s division had been formed in Yurga and
only volunteers could enlist in the division. If we wanted they could
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Korna Bce coOpanmch, npo3Bydyana komanga «Ha cranmmio». Ha
CTaHLMU yXe ObUI FOTOB 31IENIOH, U MbI oexainu B HoBocuOupck. Tam
HAC JKJJaJIM POJCTBEHHUKH, MbI IIONPOILAIUCH U TOEXAIIH.

Cnauana B Mocksy, rae npoOsutu 15 aueit. Ham Bbinanu opyxue,
nmposenu 3aHATHA. [loToM Hac nepenpaBuwiM B HaIpaBJIEHUU TOPOAa
Kanununa.

B oxTsa6pe 1942 roma mb1 ocBoOoxaanu ropoa benbrit B TBepckoi
obmactu. ['opoa NeXUT B HU3UHE, @ MBI Yepe3 Hee [IUIM B HACTYIUICHHE.
Hemup! 6bu1M HaBepXy, Mbl CIBIIIUM KOMaHZy: «Bnepexa!», Bcraem u
O0eXUM B aTaKy, HO HAac BHJHO Kak Ha JIAJOHHW, HEMEIl OTKpPHIBAET
oroub. KoMy moBe3no, tor yuenen. Temnepp 3TO MECTO Ha3bIBAETCS
«/lomuHa cmeptu». Tam monersiia nosoBuHa Hamen auBusuu. [locie
3TOro 60si HaM IPUCBOUJIM 3BAHUE CTAPIIUX CEPIKAHTOB.

[Tocne ocBoGoxneHus roposna benblii Mbl ABUHYIUCH B CTOPOHY
CmoneHncka. [Ton PxxeBoM MeHsI paHUIIO OCKOJIKOM MHHBIL. S cripocuil,
KOI'Zla MEHSl B CaH4YacCThb OTIPABST, MHE OTBETHJIH, YTO CEHYaC OTBO3AT
TOJIBKO TSDKEJIOPAHEHBIX, @ €CJIM KTO-TO MOXKET 10 JOPOrH JOWTH,
MyCTh UJIET, @ TAM MaIIuHbI ¢ ppoHTa MOAOEPYT.

B rocnurans, rae s nexal, npuexaid BepOOBIIMKHA HaObUpaTh Iy-
JeMETYHKOB. S 3ammcancs, HO B3sUIH peOAT, KOTOPbIE paHbIle MEHs 3a-
nucanuch. Tol ke HOYbIO HAac MOJHSUIN 110 TPEBOTE U OTBE3JIU B 3aIac-
HBIM TOJIK, a rnocyie pOpMHUPOBAHUS CHOBA OTIPABWIA Ha (PPOHT. Mbl
BOEBAJIM B OpSHCKUX Jiecax, TaM HomManu B okpyxkeHue. Ilocie ocso-
60xennsa Hac ornpaBwid B Tymy. Tam Mbl OblM Ha (OPMHUPOBKE U
TrOTOBMWJIMCH K TpopbiBYy Ha Opnocko-Kypckoit nyre. Xody Bcrowm-
HUTb, YTO UMEHHO nox Tynoi Mbl BeTpeTuaum MamuHy ¢ Bopommio-
BbIM. MBI €ro nMonpuBeTCTBOBAIM, a OH — HAaC, M Moexall Janblie. bpuin
YUYEHHMs], CTpesIbOMIa, CTpoeBasi MOJrOTOBKA, a 3aTeM IOLUIM B 3TOM
HaIpaBJIEHUU BCIIE]] 32 OTCTYMAIOIIUMU HEMIIAMHU.

Hansiie asuHynuch B cTopony Juenpa. Ha nepemnpase dyepes peky
[IpoHs Hac BCTPETHISIO CHIIBHOE CONPOTUBIIEHHE HEMIEB. MBI Bce ke
oTOMNIUCh. 3a 3TOT OO KOMaHAMp B3BOAa Moiy4yusl opaeH KpacHoit
3Be3/pl, a 1 — MEAANb «3a OTBary». MBbl 3aHSIM HACEJICHHBIN MyHKT, a
HOYbIO ObUI CUJIbHBIA 00CTpEN, M MEHS paHWJIO B pyKy. MeHs HanpaBu-
JY B TOCIUTAIb, 3aTEM KOMUCCOBAJIM, AU BTOPYIO IPYNIy WHBAIU-
HOCTH W HAIIPaBUJIU IOMOM.

76



PORTRAITS OF VETERANS

assign us to it. The reaction of my family was quite calm. My father
had already served and mother did not even know that | was going to
the Front. | told her about it later on.

When everybody was prepared, we reported to the station. Military
transport awaited us and we drove to Novosibirsk where our relatives
were waiting. We said goodbye to them and left for the Front.

We were stationed in Moscow for 15 days. There we were issued
weapons and received training. After that we drove towards the town of
Kalinin.

In October 1942 we freed the town of Bely, Tver region. Bely is a
low-lying area and we carried out our attacks through this low valley,
but the Germans were above us. We listened for the command, "Go!"
We shot, ran, but we were visible. Our enemies opened fire. Those who
were lucky survived. Half of the division perished in the battle. Now it
is known as Death Valley. After the battle we were promoted to senior
sergeants.

After Bely was freed we started towards Smolensk. | was wounded
by a mine fragment in Rzhev. | asked when | would be sent to a medi-
cal station and was told that only seriously wounded men could be tak-
en away by car. If anybody could reach the road themselves, they had
to walk and a supply truck would pick them up there.

When | was in the hospital recruiters from an armored train came
there to hire machine gunners. | enrolled but they recruited the men
who had enrolled before me. At night we were woken by an alarm and
led to the reserve regiment. After our regiment was formed we went to
the Front again. This time we were sent to Bryansk Forests where ene-
mies surrounded us. After we were liberated, we were sent to Tula. In
Tula our platoon was formed and we prepared for penetration of the
Orlov-Kursk Bulge. We met up with Marshal Voroshilov. We greeted
him, he greeted us, and we drove on. In Tula we received military train-
ing, range practice and drill training. And then we pursued the retreat-
ing Germans.

We went toward Dnieper. We crossed the Pronya River and faced
very strong enemy resistance but we successfully defended against their
attacks. Our platoon leader was awarded the Order of the Red Star and
| was awarded the Medal For Courage. We stayed in a settlement there.
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S BepHyIcs B poHO# ropox BecHol 1943 roga u nomen paboTars,
OJTHOBPEMEHHO Y4HJICS BeuepaMH B TexHUkyMe. [locie BoiiHbl 51 pabo-
TaJl Ha 3aBOJIE, 10 BeuepaM Ha TaHI[bl XOJWI, TaM O3HAKOMUIICS C Jie-
BYLIKOH U KCHWICS HAa HEU. Y Hac JBOE IETEH.

Msbl BcTpedanuch ¢ OJHONONYaHAMHU Iocie BOHHBL. HauanbHuk
mraba Hawel quBu3nuu Llupses Hac Bcex pasbICKal U K KaxaoMmy J[Hio
IToGenpl MbI coOupanuck B Ki1yde CTaHUCIABCKOrO WM OKOJI0 Memo-
puaina. [llupsieB nob6wmics, 9To0sl B ropoje benbiii, B «JlommHe cMepTH»
BEJIM PAcKOIKHU. MHOI0 OCTaHKOB HAIllMX COJIJAT HAILIM U 3aXOpPOHU-
7Y, Ta)Ke YaCOBHIO TaM MOCTpoWsid. Mbl Kaxblil roa 14 aBrycra tyaa
€371UM.

Tsokeno ObLIO, KOHEYHO, MEPEXHUBATh THOENb CBOUX ApY3ei,
oxHomomyaH. Kak Ooii -tak motepu. [IpaBna, Mbl He Aymaiu O CTpaxe,
XOTSl OH M ObUL. MBI IPOCTO MOHMMAJIH, YTO HY)KHO OCBOOOXIaTbh, U
Bce. OcoOeHHO cTpalHo ObLI0, KOorAa caMoiieTsl 0oMOuIu. MblI pocTo
XOTEJIU JKUTh, YUUTHCS, PAJJOBATHCS KAKIOMY JHIO.

CeroiHs 51 HE UCTIBITBIBAIO BpaxaeoHocTH K ['epmanuu. Hapon
HE BUHOBAT, [ nTiep BUHOBAT. Mbl Belb Jja’ke BOGHHOIUIEHHBIX HE Ipe-
3Upay.

Unmepeovio Tamwvanwvr CkpebHesoll
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At night we came under fire. | was wounded in the arm and taken to a
hospital. Then | was discharged out of the army, given Disability |1 sta-
tus and sent home.

It was the spring of 1943 when | returned home. | went to work
while attending night classes. After the war | met a girl at a dance and
married her. We have two children.

After the war Shyryaev, the chief of staff of our division, contacted
everybody and every Victory Day we met in the Stanislavsky Club and
by the memorial in Novosibirsk. Shyryaev achieved carrying out exca-
vations in Bely, Death Valley. A lot of remains were found and buried
there and a chapel was built as part of the memorial. Every year on Au-
gust 14 we visited this place.

A lot of our fellow soldiers were killed during the war. When battle
came, losses came. But we did not even think about death. We under-
stood that we had to liberate and that's all. Fear certainly existed, espe-
cially when an aircraft bombed us. We simply had the desire to be
alive, to learn, to be happy about every day.

Today | don't feel animosity towards Germany. We did not even
despise prisoners of war. They are also people. The nation is not to
blame: Hitler is.

Translated by Maria Molchanova
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Pemernsik Uabss CepreeBud poouwncs 20 uions 1924 200a 6 kpe-
cmosHckou  cemve, 6 cene Capvibanvik J{osonenckoeo paiuiowa,
Hosocubupcroii  obnacmu.  OH
Havyan eoesamv ¢ Benuxou Omeue-
cmeenHol eotine ¢ aszycma 1942
200a. 3axonuun eoiiny Hnvs Cepee-
esuy monvko 6 uwiae 1947 eooa.
Haepasxcoen  opoenom  Omeue-
cmeennou eotinvl || cmenenu, osyms
meoanamu «3a omeazyy, wouUnel-
Houl meoanvio «3a nobedy nao I ep-
manueu 6 OmeyecmeenHoU 60UHEY,
U MHOUMU OPYUMU HASPAOAMU.

Korna Havamach BOWHA, eMy HE
Oobu10 18 meT, modTOMy B apMHIO
IIPU3BaJIM TOJBKO B aBrycre 1942
roga. Takux BOCeMHaILATUIETHUX
6b110 MHOTO. Uibst CepreeBud BCIOMUHAET:

«emnplif 211€70H MaTbYMILIEK, TAKUX Kak s, U3 cena Kaprar mpu-
Be3nu B T. KyitosimeB. Ha Bok3asie Ha meppoH Hac BeILio 360 yero-
Bek. Paznmanace komanma: “Tpu mara Brepen, y KOro €cTb CeMb Kjac-
coB oOpa3oBaHusi U Bble!” TakoBBIX OKa3aloCh COBCEM HEMHOTO,
Bcero Tpoe, Tpoe u3 360! S Obl1 cpenn HUX».

Emy Ob110 mpukazaHo ObITh KOMaHAMPOM OTAEIEHUS — €My, Ia-
PEHBKY U3 KOJIX03a, HUYETO HE 3HABIIEMY O BOGHHOM Jene. [lorom
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Ilya Sergeevich Reshetnyak was born on July 20, 1924 into a farm-
ing family in Sarybalk, a village in Dovolensky, Nov03|b|rsk region. He
started his service in the Great Pat-
riotic War in August, 1942. The war
finished for him in July, 1947. He
was awarded with the Order of the
Great Patriotic War 2nd Class, two
Medals For Courage and the Jubi-
lee Medal For the Victory in the
Great Patriotic War.

When the war began, llya Ser-
geevich was under eighteen so he
was called to serve in the army in
August, 1942. There were many
eighteen-year-old boys there. llya
Reshetnyak recalls:

“The train transported these young men from the small town of
Kargat to the town of Kuibyshevo. So there were 360 men at the rail-
way station. A command filled the air, “Take three steps forward those
who have seven and more years of school education!” There were only
three of us, fancy that, three out of 360 men! | was one of them.”

Ilya Sergeevich was commanded to be a section leader although he
knew nothing about the military. Later there was a crash training course
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OBUIN KPaTKOCPOUHBIE KYpPCHI — MOJIKOBAsI LIIKOJIA, a TIOCJIEe Hee — 3BaHHe
MJIaIIINI ceprKaHT.

B mapte 1943 Unpio CepreeBuua HampaBuin Ha BopoHexckuii
(GpPOHT yXe B JOKHOCTH 3aMECTHTENsi KOMaHaupa B3Boda. Mx dacth
dbopmupoBain B OMckux narepsx. B mogunHenun Mnpu CepreeBuua
OKa3aJIUCh COJAAThl, MOJMT3AKIIOUEHHbIC, 3aKIIOYEHHBIE, KOTOPBIX
MPU3BAIM U3 JIarepei. IT1o Obutn Jiroau B Bo3pacte 35-50 mer, Moso-
JIOMY YeJIOBEKY OHU Ka3aluCh CTapbiMH M ObIBabIMH. KOHEUHO, MX
COIMPOBOXKAANU O(ullepbl U MOIUTPAOOTHUKHU, HO JIIOJIM, €XaBIIME Ha
BOIHY, HA CMEPTh, HE THYLIAIWCHh MapoaepcTBoM. Ha kaxmoi cran-
[IUU, KaK TOJIbKO COCTaB OCTAHABJIMBAJICS, COJIATHI BHIOETAIM U3 Baro-
HOB M TalIWJIU BCE, YTO BUIEIU: NPOAYKTHI, KUBHOCTb — BCE, YEM
MOXKHO OBLIO TOKMUBHTHCA. OJIMH M3 TAaKWX 3IHM30]I0B OCOOCHHO Bpe-
3aJcs B IaMSTh.

«[TomHI0, Kak ceiyac, Hall cOCTaB OCTaHOBWICSA. MeTpax B JBY-
CTax 3a >KEJIE3HOJOPOKHOM HACBIIBIO Haxoauics mnocenoudek. Kak
CTapUIMil 10 BaroHy, S U3 BaroHa HE BBIXOJWJI, OTBEYAJ 3a OpYKHUE.
B3su1 BeHuk, Hauyan noameraTh. Bee BbIUIM, BAPYT CIbILLY — BbICTped!
W3 Barona BuXKy: /Ba coijara OeryT K BaroHam, a OCTaJIbHbIE, BbI-
HIeJIIre U3 BaroHa, oopasyrot 0osbiioi kpyr. OaHu nu3 Gerymux K Ba-
TOHY, CTaplIMHA, 310pOBbIi Myxkuk u3 lOpibl, HeceT Ha Tuieyax MmoJj-
MeIIIKa KapTOLIKU. 32 HUM O€XUT JKEHIMHA U TpeOyeT OTJaTh MEIIOK.
Tyt maitop-netuuk kpuuuT crapumse: “Otnait! Paccrpensio! Hecu
oOpatHO!” M, He NOXIAaBIIUCh OTBeTa, BbICTpenwi. CrapuiMHa ObLI
y6ut. ITorom Hac Bcex coOpanu, NoTpedoBa M MPEKPaTUTh rpabexH, 3a
HUX Ha BOWHE OBLIO OJIHO HakazaHwe — paccrpein. [locme aToro ciyyas
rpabexu MpeKpaTUINCh, HUKTO OOJbIlle M3 BaroHOB HE BbIXOAWI. S
OUYEHb TEPEKHUBAII 3a CITYyUUBIIEECH.

Jlopora Ha QpoHT OblIa TsXKENON, MOUYTH Oe3 eAbl MBI J0eXallu J10
Camapsbl, TaM cojiaT NOKOpMUIM Topsiueit nuiieil. B ropoge Poccomb
Hallly yacTb pacopMHUpOBaIU U MEHS HarpaBuin Ha Kypckyro nyry».

OO0 yyacTuu B 3TOM CTpalIHON OMTBE BCIIOMHHATH HEJETKO, M03TO-

My Unes CepreeBud roBOpuT KOPOTKO M CyXxo. Bermomuuaet ¢opcupo-
BaHue J[Hemnpa, koraa ux miot 0s1 pacctpensH u Unbs CepreeBuy
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in regimental school after which he received a rank of junior sergeant.

In March of 1943 he was sent to the Voronezh Front with the
rank of second troop commander. His unit was formed from prisoners
of the detention camps in Omsk, a city in Siberia. Under young llya
Sergeevich’s command there were former prisoners including political
detainees. They were all about thirty-five to fifty years old and seemed
to be old and worldly-wise. These prisoners, many of whom were polit-
ical prisoners, were sent to the Front to die so they had nothing to fear
and had nothing to lose. Although prisoners were under the supervision
of military officers and political workers, still they marauded villages.
At each station as the train stopped, they looted everything they could
including groceries like poultry and potatoes. One episode particularly
was engraved on llya Sergeevich’s memory.

“I remember it vividly. The train stopped; there was a settlement
over two hundred meters behind a railway embankment. | had the high-
est rank in my carriage so my duty was to look after the weapons inside
the carriage. | brought a broom to sweep the floor. Suddenly | heard a
shot and saw two soldiers running towards the carriages. The rest of the
soldiers jumped from the carriages and were forming a circle of about
300 people. One of the running men was a strong and healthy muzhik
from Yurla ancestry ranked as a first sergeant. He carried a half a sack
of potatoes. A woman was running after him and demanding he give
the sack back. A major-pilot shouted at the sergeant, “Give the sack
back! I will shoot! Bring it back!” The pilot did not wait until the ser-
geant reacted and shot at him. The sergeant fell dead. We were all gath-
ered together and vigorously commanded to stop marauding. In war-
time shooting was the only punishment for this behavior. It helped stop
robberies; nobody left their carriages since. |1 was really shocked the
incident happened and felt sorry for a long time after.

The road to the Front was difficult. There was almost no food until
we came to Samara. There we were given a hot meal. When we came
to the Voronezh region the unit was disbanded and | was sent to
Kursk.”
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Obu1 paneH. TpymHo 3a0bITh HacTymuieHWe Ha KueB, ¢ MomiHenmen
apTIOATOTOBKON M IIKBAJIOM OTHSI, KOTJIa OPYAMS CTOSUTU B OJTHOM Me-
CTe — B JIByX METpax JIpyr OT Apyra, a CHapsabl pBaJUCh CO BCEX CTO-
poH. OIMH U3 TaKUX CHAPSIOB Pa30pPBAJICS PSJIOM C HalIUM repoem. B
UTOre — TSKeNask KOHTY3Usl, paHeHHEe, KOTOpOe JI0 CUX IOp J1aeT o cebe
3HATh.

Boiina — 310 cTpamniHoe, U3HYPUTENbHOE, TSHKENI0€ UCTIBITAHUE IS
Bcex. bou, xomoxa, m0oxkab, HEXBaTka OOMYHIAMPOBAHHS U TIPOIOBOIb-
CTBUSI, HO JUIsl cojijaTa Bce ObUIO MOJ CHITY, IOTOMY 4TO OOpOJIUCh HU
3a claBy, HE 3a JIEHbI'W M Harpajbl, a 3a Ponuny, 3a Cranuna. Bee ne-
naiock mis Benmukoit [ToGenst — Ha GporTe U B ThUTy. Benukast [Tobena
Janach TSDKENO, TMOITOMY KpPacHOM HUTHIO 4epe3 BCIO Hally Oecemy
npoxoauT mbiciab Unbu CepreeBuya:

«/aii bor, utoObl He Obuto BoMHBI! [lait bor Ham Bcem 00Benu-
HUTBCS, CIIOTUTHCS U HE TOMTYCTUTH BOWHBI!»

Hnmepesvio Hpunvl Miocosoti
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Ilya Sergeevich remembers with bitterness the terrible Battle of Kursk,
so he was not so talkative about it. He remembers crossing the Dnieper
River. Their raft was fusilladed and he was wounded. It is hard for him
to forget attacking Kiev. There were guns just one or two meters from
each other; there was shelling everywhere. One of the shells blew up
nearby. As a result, he had severe shell-shock that still recurs some-
times.

War is a dreadful, punishing and terrible ordeal: cold, snow, rain,
attacks, and battles. Soldiers experienced the lack of kits, provisions,
and food, etc. However, they managed to overcome all these challeng-
es, because they did not fight for fame, money or awards but for their
Motherland and Stalin. At the Front as well as at the home front people
devoted all their strength to achieve Great Victory. Ilya Sergeevich
concluded the conversation with the words:

“God forbid that the war should ever happen again. We should
stick together and prevent any other war.”

Translated by Irina Myusova
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CooeB Baagumup BacuiabeBu4 poowics 12 cenmsabps 1925 2ooa.
Kanouoam mexnuueckux nayx, ooyenm. C 1954 no 1995 200 paboman
" 6 HI'TY-HOTHU. Bnaoumup Bacunve-
8UY 00 CUX NOP NPOBOOUM BCMPEYU CO
cmyoenmamu, Ha KOMOP®IX pAccKa-
3b16aem C80U B0CNOMUHAHUS O BOlIHe.

B 2010 200y eviwina 6 céem knuea B.B.
Cooesa — «H3 socnomunanuil psaoogo-
20 nexomunya». On Obll HA2PANCOEH
opoernom Omeyecmeennotl Botina, op-
odernom Kpacnozo 3namenu u muocumu
OpyeuMu.

Boitna — 310 Benmkoe OencTBHE
ISl JIF0OOr0 rocyaapcTBa, TeM Ooliee
BOIfHa OoJibIIast. 9TO U OTPOMHBIE O-
TepH, U OONIBIIOE KOJUYECTBO TSKEIOPAHEHBIX, MHOTO pa3pyIICHUH.
[Tpuxoaunock BoeBaTh, MOTOMY YTO TaK yX YCTPOSH MHp: BCE BpeMs
JIIOJU BOIOIOT.

B cembe 51 BocbMoll peOeHOK. Y Haieil Mambl 00pa3oBaHus HE OblI-
70, B IIIKOJTy OHA HMKOTI/Ia He XOAuJa. bblia U3 KpecThsHCKON ceMbH, a
B Ty nopy, B koH1e XIX Beka, oOpazoBaHue JIEBYIIEK U3 TaKUX CeMel
CUMTAJIOCh TPaTOil M CWJI, U BPEMEHHU, U JEHEr — 3aMyX BBIHJET,
u OoJblle HUYEro He Hy:kHo. Ho Mama camocTosITensHO Bce M3ydaia,
KHUTH YUTala, SHOUKIoneauu. [1o3ToMy, KOr/ia Mbl yYHIIUCH B HIKOJIE,
OHa HaM OYEeHb IOMOTajJa, OTBEYaja Ha HallM BONpOchl. MeuToi
poauTenel ObUTO 1aTh HaM XOpoliee 00pa3oBaHue.
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Vladimir Vasilyevich Sboev was born on September 12, 1925. He had
been working as an associate professor in Novosibirsk State Technical
University, NSTU from 1954 until 1995
(Novosibirsk Electrotechnical Institute
prior to 1992). Vladimir Vasilyevich
meets students and shares his memories
of the war with them from his book, From
the Memoirs of an Ordinary Infantryman,
published in 2010. He was awarded the
Order of the Red Banner, the Order of the
Great Patriotic War, among many others.

The war is a great tragedy for any
state. World war is a more serious trage-
dy. War means uncountable losses, an
enormous number of seriously wounded, a lot of destruction. I had to
fight because that’s how the world is; people tend to fight.

I was the eighth child in my family. My mother had no formal edu-
cation; she never went to school. She was brought up in a peasant fami-
ly and at that time (in the late nineteenth century) education of girls
from peasant families was considered a waste of time, money, and ef-
fort. After getting married, girls wouldn't need it any more. But my
mother still studied on her own, read books and encyclopedias. So
when we were pupils, she helped us a lot, and answered our questions.
Our parents' dream was to give us a proper education.
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B mxonax ObUTO MHOTO KPYKKOB. S moceman Kpy»XKd pajroiIio-
OouTtenss W aBUaMOJIETMPOBAHUS, MHOTJA BBICTYNAN B JPAMaTHUYECKOM
Kpyxkke. Pebstuinkamu Oeranu momMoraTh B3pOCHbIM MapHSIM KPYTUTh
XBOCTBHI IIJJAHEPKH Ha MapalllOTHYIO BBILIKY, MEUTAJIU CTaTh aBHATOpa-
Mmu. JIO3yHTH B cTpaHe ObLIH: «YUYUTHCA, YUUTHCS, yUuThes!» u «Kom-
comou1, Ha camounet!» JleTunkamu xorenu crath Bce. Korma Hayaachk
BOIHA, 51 yYWICS B TEXHUKYME CBSI3U, MEPBbII KypC TOJIBKO OKOHYMII.
Ho na ¢pont moman B 17 ner, korjga yuuics Ha TpeTbeM Kypce. 12 sH-
Baps 1943 roga mosydus MOBECTKY. Sl mpocuiics B aBHAITMOHHOE Y4UH-
JUIIE, HO U3-3a MaJeHbKOro pocta (y MeHs Bcero 150 caHTumMeTpoB oH
ObLT) MEHS HE B3SJIM, HAIPABWIM B YYWJIMIIE CBSI3U. MBI MPOYYUIHCH
o Kypcy Mojojoro 6oia u HaM OoOBSBUIIHM, YTO (PPOHT TpedyeT mo-
nonHenus. Ckazamu: «Kto xouer Ha ppoHT — mar Brepeay. Lllaraymm
BCEIl POTOM.

Korna st moman Bo B3BOJI, OBUIO B HEM J[Ba OBIBAIBIX cTpeika. O-
HaX/Ibl OJJUH U3 HUX, ePperTop Typos, mojxomien ko Mue: « bl 3HaCHID,
y MEHsI IoMa LECTEPO PeOSTHUILEK, TaK Thl KAK MOW MJIaIIIIEHbKUH.
Hepxuck 0koJsio MeHsl. Jlenaid, 4To U 51, a TOTOM CaM MOCTENEHHO
HAyYUIIbCS] BOEBATh, KOJIU KUB OCTAHEIIbCS.

IlepBas onepanus Obula B BureOGcke, HaUMHAJIOCh OCBOOOXKIEHUE
benapycu. Mbl B35l HECKOJIBKO TOPOJIOB, HO TEXHUKH B TO BpPEeMs Y
Hac OBLIO MaJio, MO3TOMY OBUIO OYEHb TsDKEO0. B TO ke Bpems ocBo-
6oxnanace Ykpauna: Jlonbacc. Jlondbacc — 310 yrois, pyaa, MapraHeli,
xJ1e0, OrpoMHbBIE TeppUTOpUU. DaIINCTHl JaKe 3€MJII0 BBIBO3WIM: Ha
BOMHY UAYT 3IIEJIOHBI BOEHHBIE, a 00paTHO B ['epmaHuIo 3eMit0 ma-
XOTHYIO BE3YT, KOTOPOM y HUX HE XBaTaJlo.

[TpoBoeBanu mbl 20 gHei, s crpenkoM Obul. [lomorno, 4to s po-
auicst B Bocrounoit Cubupu: TaM Bce OXOTHUKU. MHOTHE U3 MECTHOTO
HaceJIeHHs BOOOIIEe UCKIIOYUTEILHO OXOTON 3aHUMAIIUCh. Y MECTHOTO
HaceJeHus, OypATOB, CBOM 3aKOHBI. MHOT0’KEHCTBO; KOTJa 3/10pOBa-
FOTCSI, JKEJIAl0T MPUIUIOAA, U YTOOBI eTei ObUIO TOOOBIIE B CEMbE, U
4T0OBI 3Bepeid, n oneHel. Korna Mbl TaM UM, TO XOWIN C OTLOM Ha
oxoTy. Y MeHs Jaxe coOcTBeHHOe pyxbe Obuto! Torna-to s u Haydui-
csl CTpensITh HaBckuAKy. Ho ecnu y Bac B pykax opykue, 3HaUMT, U B
BaC UMEET MPABO KTO-TO CTPEIATh. ITO HY’)KHO IIOMHHUTb.
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There were a lot of hobby clubs in schools. | visited the radio
amateur and aircraft modeling groups and sometimes acted in a drama
group. As children we helped older guys to launch paragliders from the
parachute tower and dreamed about becoming pilots. There were slo-
gans in our country like, "Learn, learn, learn!" and "Komsomol (the
Young Communist League) members should aviate!" All the guys
dreamed of becoming pilots. | had just graduated from the first course
of the Technical School of Communication when the war started. |
went to the Front when | was only seventeen years old, a third year stu-
dent. | received call-up papers on January 12, 1943. | tried to enter an
aviation school, but | failed because | wasn't tall enough (only 150 cen-
timeters), so | was sent to the Specialized School of Communication.
We had completed entry level training when we were told that the
Front needed refreshments. We were told, "Whoever wants to go to the
Front, step forward." Everyone in the platoon stepped forward.

There were two experienced riflemen in my platoon. One of them,
a lance-corporal Turov, came up to me and said, "You know, I have six
children at home, and you're like my youngest one. Stay beside me. Do
what I do and then you will gradually learn to fight, if you stay alive."

My first operation was in Vitsyebsk, which was the beginning of
Belarus release. We freed a few towns, but we had little armament, so it
was very difficult. At the same time Donbass in Ukraine was being lib-
erated. Donbass meant supplies of bread, and vast territories containing
rich resources of coal, ore, and manganese. The Nazis even removed
the soil from this region, loaded it onto military echelons and transport-
ed the arable land back to Germany where the soil was poor.

I was born in eastern Siberia and that helped me a lot because all
the local men were hunters. Many of the locals made a living only by
hunting. The local population, the Buryats, had their own laws. One of
the laws was polygamy. When they greeted each other they even
wished a visit from the stork. It was important to have more children in
the family, and more deer, as well as other (domestic) animals. When
my family lived there, I used to go hunting with my father. I even had
my own rifle! That's when I developed a fast trained eye and quick
reflexes. But if you hold a rifle in your hands, you may become a target
as well. You should always remember this truism.
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Ha BoiiHe MHOTO BCSKMX TOHKOCTEH. Hampumep, Mbl Mexay coboit
pacnpenensau o0si3aHHOCTU. JloroBapuBaluCh, KTO KOTO 3aMEHSET,
€ClIM paHAT WK yObioT. Bce BMecTe He 0€XHUM, TOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE
NO0OEKUT, JaKe MPOTUB OJHOTO IyJieMeTa. A y HEMIIEB X MHOTO ObI-
70, KaK U aBTOMaTroB. BceM pyKOBOIWUT KOMaHAMP, KOTOPHIN MallleT,
nokaspiBaeT. 1 y HemueB, U y Hac Oblla YCTaHOBKA — CTPEJISATh B KO-
Manaupa. 3a 3ti 20 JHEeW y Hac MX CMEHWIOCHh NATh. YUWIIMIIA HE
MOTJIA TIOATOTOBUTH CTOJIBKO, MO3TOMY Ha (PpOHTE OBLIM KypChl M-
mux JgeidTeHanToB. Koro tyma orbupanu? Besyuux congat. Tex, KTo B
0010 HEe O/IMH pa3 MOOBIBAI.

Orta nepsast onepauus Juyuiack 20 1Hel. B KoHIIE MEHSI KOHTY3HIIO:
mo3agu MeHsl pazopBaiicsa cHapsia. KoHTy3uss — 3TO ABOMHON ymap.
CHayasia BosiHa ObET, a IOTOM Thl €€ pa3 yaapselbes O 3eMII0 WIN
000 uto-To npyroe. Konrysus Bceraa umeet nocneactsus. [lepssiit pa3
OHa OTPa3WJIOCh HA MOEM 3pEHUH, TOTOM — Ha ciyxe. Jlexan s ¢ neit 10
nHeil. JlekapcTB OT KOHTY3UHM HUKAakuX HeT. [[oToM BBIMKCHIBAIN B KO-
MaH/y BBI3ZOPABIUBAIOMINX. TaM MBI TOIWINA TIEYKH, IIOMOTAI CaHU-
Tapam, KapTOILIKY YHCTUIIM, HA TIOCTY CTOSUIH.

[Torom Hayanack orneparys M0 OKOHYATEIBHOMY CHSTHIO OJIOKaIbl
Jlennnrpana. O¢dunmansHo oHa HasbBasach «lckpay». Beuio Tspkeno,
MOTOMY 4YTO y HAac BCE Ha JIOMIAJAX, MAIlMH He xBaTano. Hemisl ma-
HeBpeHHEW. J]a 1 HaXOoAWIIMCh OHU Ha BEpIIMHE, 32 00JIOTOM, 110 KOTO-
POMY MBI LITH.

Hem1ipl, koTOpBIE B IUIEH MONagany, Mo-pasHomMy Benu ceds. OnHu
MBITAIACH Pa3KajJoOUTh, YTO UM XOJIOAHO. J[pyrue Ha JIOMaHOM pycC-
CKOM OcKopOsiu. M TexX M Ipyrux B T OTIPABIISIIH.

Korna npotuB Hac mpocTble HEMIIbI OBLIIM, a HE 3CICOBLI, TO JO-
rOBapUBAIMCh U 3a0UpaIM TPYIbl CBOMX TOBAPHILEH, paHEHBIX BBIHO-
CWJIM, MOIJIM JaXke BOJbl HaOpaTh. OTHUM 3aHUMAJUCh CaHUTApHbIE
TPYIIIbL, MyJEeMETYHMKH M CHalIepbl Ha MecTe CTosiu. B 3T0 Bpems
B3aMMHas 3j100a 3aryxajia, Ha Julax Obula riaybodaiiiias ckopOb 1Mo
TOBapHILAM.

B 1944 rony Hauanacek npyras onepanus — barparnon. OHa notom
nepepocia B orneparuio 1no ocsodoxaeHuto [Ipudantuku. 3aech camoe
nevaiabHOe ObLIO, YTO B MPUOANTHICKUX CTpaHax HE BCE HaceJeHHE
ObLIO MPOCOBETCKH HACTPOEHHBIM. TaM CTOSIM 3CICOBCKUE TUBU3HH.
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There were all sorts of subtleties in the war. For example, we dis-
tributed all responsibilities among ourselves. We agreed, who would
replace whom in case of wounding or killing. During an attack we nev-
er moved in groups because it would make us an easy target, especially
for a machine gun. The Germans had a lot of machine guns and auto-
matic rifles. The commander, the one who signaled commands directed
all the troops and armament. Both Germans and the Russians had the
same strategy which was to shoot the commander. We lost five of our
commanders during those twenty days. There were not enough com-
manders' schools to prepare so many of them, so there were the courses
for junior lieutenants organized at the Front. Who were chosen to take
those courses? The lucky soldiers. Those who survived more than one
battle.

The first military operation lasted 20 days. I was shell-shocked at
the end of my first operation, the shell exploded behind me.
A contusion is a double shock. The wave strikes you at first and then
either you hit the ground or hit something else. A contusion always has
consequences. It affected my vision at first then it affected my hearing.
It took ten days to recover. There is no medicine for it. I was assigned
to the recovery team. The recovers would heat stoves, help the nurses,
peel potatoes, and stand guard.

My next operation was officially called Operation Iskra, the final
release of the Leningrad Siege. It was demanding because we went by
horses and we lacked machines. The Germans had better
maneuverability. Moreover they were on top of the bog that we were
trudging through.

Oddly, the captured Germans behaved differently. Some of them
tried to intenerate us pretending they were freezing. The others insulted
us by swearing at us using broken Russian. All these prisoners were
sent to the rear.

When we were fighting the ordinary German soldiers, however not
the SS, we agreed with the Germans to recover our comrades' bodies,
carry the wounded and even to replenish our water supply. All of that
was done by health care groups while the snipers and the gunners stood
guard. At that time our mutual hatred attenuated, replaced with a deep
sorrow for all comrades-in-arms.
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ITosTomy Bo3ne Puru Hac 3ctoHckas nuBu3us orpesana. Kak ydwinum
ObIBasible cojaThl, y MeHs Obuto He 50 MaTpoHOB, Kak MOJOXKEHO, a
150: s y panensix 3abpan. HacraBauku roopuiu: «bynyT maTpoHbl —
oroObeMcs», U Mbl JCUCTBUTENBHO OTOWIMCh. B apTuiepun cBou
0COOEHHOCTH, 51 ObLT TesiepoHucToM. Ho Ham Bce paBHO BbIIAIH ITylie-
MeTHI. B KMHO 4acTO MOKa3bIBaIOT, KAK KaKOM-HUOYAb repoil Oeper my-
JIEMET U IPBITaeT C HUM 4Y€pe3 OKOMBI... A MyJIeMET 3TOT BECUT B MOJI-
HOM OOMyHHpoBaHuU 70 KHIIOTpaMM.

[Tocnenueii onepanueit Obu1a Ilpakckas. Bo BpeMs Bcex oOcTpe-
JIOB HaM Ka3aJjoCh, YTO Y HEMIIEB — HECKOHYaeMbIe Ooenpumachl. Mbl
UM 10%KHOW YacThio [lepBoro YkpamHCckoro (GpoHTa, Tl TpaHHIA C
UYexocnoBakueit, [lonbiieit, ['epmanueit, npuueM rpaHulla BUTHEBATAs.
[Tarnyn: kT0-TO K TEOE OEKUT, UTO-TO MpeAJIaracT KynuTh U MPOJIaTh —
310 noJisiku. Euie marnyin u capluuib: «bparymku!» 31o yexu BeTpe-
4yaroT U paayrorcs. Eiie mar: HUKOro HeT — HEMIbl CIPSATAINUCh, UX
TEpPUTOPUSL.

B nepeBHsix, KOTOpbIE MbI IPOXOIMIIH, IJIAKAIH KEHIUHBI U JETH.
[Tnaxanu, BbUIM. MBI HE MPUBBIKIIA K 3TOMY, I03TOMY Ham ObLIO HE 110
cebe.

[lepen arakamu Mos0abIe OOMIIBI MOIXOUIN KO MHE C JIUCTOYKA-
MH, Ha KOTOPBIX OBLIM HamucaHbl UX aapeca. OHU BepUIIM, YTO 5 Bep-
HyCh U3 005 (XOTS BMECTE€ ¢ HUMH L€, C TeJe(OHHBIM amnmnapaToM,
KaTyIIKOW Kabens U aBTOMAaTOM 3a CIIMHOW), TIOSTOMY MPOCUIIM MEHS
HaIMCaTh UX POJHBIM, COOOIIUTH O CyabOE.

YacTto BO BpeMs 0051 kabenb pBajCs, MPUXOIUIOCH TOrAa OeXaTh
Hazaj, e ObUTM YK€ BHJHBI mocieactBus 6osi. Kpyrom paHeHHBIE,
youtsie. Thl Bce 3TO BUIUIIIb, @ HAJ0 O€KaTh JajblIIe. ..

Hama nuBu3us 3akoHumsia BOWHY Henaneko oT IIparu. Mens ot-
MpaBWJIM Ha KypChl MJIQJIIINX JICWTEHAHTOB, TaM BOMHA JJI1 MEHS U 3a-
KoHumjack. Hac rotoBuim K BBIMYCKY, HO MpHUILIa KOMaHJa — TaKHUe
«CKOpoOcCIIeNnble» JIEHTeHaHThl He HYKHbI. Hac pemmnu oTnpaBuTh B 1ie-
xoTHOe yuwmiuine. [lpuexamna cepbe3Has MEIUIMHCKAs KOMHUCCHS, W
MIOJIOBUHY HAc, KTO KOHTYKEHHBIH, 3a0pakoBanu. [Ipeacrasnsere, ka-
KoM yzmap mo ncuxuke? Thl Bce Bpemsl ObLI HYXKEH, a TYT CKa3alu:
«Her, TbI HE rOACHY.
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Another strategic offensive called Operation Bagration started in
1944. Then it grew into the Baltic (Release) Operation. The most trou-
bling thing was that not all of the population in the Baltic countries
supported the Soviet ideology. There were SS divisions in those coun-
tries. The Estonian division blocked our way near Riga. But we won
that battle. Our mentors told us, “If we have enough bullets, we will
win.” So | had 150 rounds, not 50 as was expected because | collected
bullets from the wounded according to my mentors' advice. There | was
a telephonist but I still carried a rifle. It is funny when you can see a
movie hero grabbing a machine gun and jumping through the trenches
— a fully equipped machine gun weighs seventy kilograms.

My last operation was near Prague. At the time it seemed to us that
the Germans had endless ammunition. We went along the southern part
of the First Ukrainian Front, which crossed the borders of Czechoslo-
vakia, Poland, and Germany. One step ahead and Poles ran to you of-
fering to buy or sell you something... one step further and you heard
"Brothers!" from the Czechs meeting you and rejoicing... one step fur-
ther no one came to you. Germans were hiding in their territory.

Women and children cried and howled in the villages we passed
through. We weren't used to seeing it; we felt so miserable.

The young soldiers gave me pieces of paper with their addresses
written on them. They believed that | would survive the battle (alt-
hough | went with them carrying a telephone, a cable reel and a rifle),
so they asked me to write to their families about the end of their lives.

A cable was often torn during the battle so I had to run back, where
the aftermath could be seen. The wounded, the killed lay everywhere. |
saw them but had to run further...

The war ended for our division not far from Prague. | was sent to
junior lieutenants’ training. We were ready to finish the course, but the
command was given that such hastily prepared lieutenants weren't
needed any more. So we were sent to infantry school. A half of those
who were shell-shocked were rejected after a thorough medical exami-
nation. Can you imagine what a blow to our psyche it was? We had
been needed all the time and then we were told, "No, you’re not needed
any longer."
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JemobunmsoBancs s B anpene 1948 roma. Otcnyxun s B oOuiei
CJIO)KHOCTH TISITh JIET U YEThIPE Mecsla.

B BoeHHOE yumiHile MEHsI HE B3sUIM M3-3a KOHTY3UH, KOTOPBIX Y
Mmenst 6bu10 ueTsipe. S moctynan 8 HUBUT - HoBocuOupckuii nHCTH-
TYT BOCHHBIX MH)KEHEpOB TpaHcmopTa. Cian 3K3aMeHbl, HO MEIUIH-
CKYI0 KOMHCCHIO OISITh HE MpouIes. B CTpOUTENbHOM MHCTHUTYTE MHE
TOXKE OTKa3aJIl — OOSIIUChH, YTO 51 CBAIIOCH C KaKOM-HUOYIb CTpoiiku. B
HUNT AuK (HoBocMOMpCKHIT MHCTHTYT MH)KEHEPOB T€OC3UH, adpo-
(dhoTocheMKH U KapTorpaduu) TOKE HE B3SUTM — Tak s Mmomnaji Ha Gu3n-
KO-MaTeMaTU4YeCKHii (aKylIbTeT IMeAarorudeckoro MHcTuTyra. OnHo-
BPEMEHHO C y4e0oH 51 paboTall Ha 3aBOJE AIICKTPHKOM.

[Tocne BbIMycKa s paboTan crapiiuM JiabopaHToM Ha Kadenpe du-
3MKH B I1€JarOTMYE€CKOM MHCTUTYTE, yuuTeseM B mkosax Ne 84 u Ne 8.
3areM, B 1954 roay, mens nepesenu B HOTU, rae s u npopabotan 10
1995 rona.

Mamepuanwt noocomosnenvt Onveou Canunotl
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I was demobilized in April 1948 so I had been a soldier for five
years and four months total.

I failed entering a military school because of my four contusions. I
tried to enter NMITE (Novosibirsk Military Institute of Transport En-
gineers). | passed the exam, but failed the medical exam again. I also
failed entering the Construction Institute. They were afraid that I would
fall down at some construction site. I even failed entering NIIGASC
(the Novosibirsk Institute of Geodesy, Aerial Survey and Cartography).
Finally I entered the Physics and Mathematics Faculty of the Pedagogi-
cal Institute. I was a student while I worked as an electrician at the
plant.

After graduating I worked as a senior laboratory assistant at the
Physics Department of the Pedagogical Institute and as a teacher at two
schools: Ne@4 and Ne8. I got a job as a teacher at Novosibirsk
Electrotechnical Institute in 1954 where I worked until 1995."

Translated by Julia Viasova
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ConoBbeB Bukrop CuiaaHTbeBMY poouncs 5 mas 1926 2ooa.
B apmuro ezo npuzsanu ¢ mae 1943 200a, 6 camulii pazeap nocegHol
kamnanuu. On cuyocun 8 8-m apmeuckom 3anacHoM CmpeiKo8oM Noi-
Ky. B cocmase Boponesicckozo pponma Bukmop Cunanmvesuy yuacm-
6osan 6 oceoboxcoenuu Kepuu, Kpvima u Yxkpaunwi. Haepasicoen opoe-
Hom Oxmsbpscroil Pegontoyuu, opoenom Kpacrnozo 3namenu, opoenom
Omeuecmeennou 6olinvl, opoenom lazcapuna u mHo2uMU OpY2UMU
Hazpadamu.

LTI T e T

B apmuto mens npusBaiu B mae 1943 rozaa, npsimo ¢ noceBHoil. Ha
Apyroy AeHb, Ha MamuHax npusesnu B Opry, B 8-i1 apMelickuii 3anac-
HOW cTpenkoBelid monk. OTmpaBuim Hac Ha BopoHexckuit (poHT,
XapbkoBckoe HampasiieHue. [loMHI0, 4TO OCTaHOBMJIMCH MBI Ha CTaH-
iy Crapeiif Ockon. Bee Monofsle, «He0OCTpeIsiHHbIE», HE 3HaeM Kak
BecTH ce0si. I TyT kak Hauvamachk cTpenbba, Bce OpOCHIMCH BPACCHIT-
HYyI0. 3/1€Cb-TO MEHS M PaHWIO, B IATKY IONAJI OCKOJIOK, CTYIHS

96



Viktor Silantyevich Solovyev was born May 5, 1926. He was called
up for duty in the army in May 1943 at the start of the sowing season.
He served in the 8th Army Reserve In-
fantry Regiment, participated in The
Voronezh Front, freed Kerch, Crimea,
and Ukraine. He was awarded the Or-
der of the October Revolution, the Or-
der of the Red Banner, the Order of the
Patriotic War, the Order of Gagarin,
among others.

| was called to serve in May, 1943.
The next day we were taken to Yurga by
truck. We were sent to the Voronezh
Front, Kharkov direction. | remember, we stayed at Stary Oskol Sta-
tion. We were all young, fresh and didn’t know what to expect or what
to do! And then out of nowhere shooting started — we all scattered in
different directions. That’s when I was wounded, the splinter hit me in
the heel and my foot actually dangled. | was picked up by tankmen and
brought to the hospital. After a few days | was placed on a hospital
train and sent to Baku, Azerbaijan, to the military hospital. There | was
operated on and later sent back to the Front.

From the hospital, as part of the Primorskaya Army, | got to the
Chushka Spit and crossed the Strait of Kerch, freeing Crimea. In the
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npsMo-taku Oonranack. IlogoOpanu MeHsS TaHKHUCTBI, JOBE3JH [0
OonbHULBL. CIycTs HECKOJBKO JAHEH MEHS MOTPY3WIM B CaHUTApHBIN
noe3x u ornpaBuiau B baky, B rocnurtans. Tam chenanu omepanmio,
MOJICYHIT U CHOBA Ha (DPOHT.

N3 rocnutans yxe B cocrtaBe llpumopckoil apmum s momnaja Ha
Uymky. [To3xe ¢popcuposan Kepuenckuii mponus, ocBoboxaast Kpbim.
B Amxumynikaiickux kaTakoM0ax IOHIOXaJl MOPOXY, a BOT IIPU OCBO-
6oxnennu Ctaporo KpbiMa yBuaen Takyro KapTUHY, 0 CUX TOp JAyIlIa
6onut. [lonbexxanu Mbl K OTHOH Orpaje, a TaM JKEHILMHA JIEKUT, yOu-
Tas, a peOCHOYEK Ha TPYAM Y Hee )KMBEXOHbKUH U 1utader. PasBe 3a0y-
nemrb Takoe! S man 3apok youBath (hammcToB OecronamaHo.

B cocrase [Ipumopckoit apmun s ocBoboxknan banaknasy, ®eomo-
cuto. Hama 3agaua Obuia goiitu 10 XepcoHeca. TaM, Ha TOpHBIX BBI-
COTKaX, MPHUIUIOCh U BPYKOMALIHYIO XOJUTh, TaK YTO UCIIBITAN 5 HEMa-
70. A xorzma ocBoboxnanu bamaknaBy, moru0 Ham KOMaHIUP POTHI,
crapiuii ieireHant ['onoBuH IlaBen PomanoBuu. CHaiinep nomnan emy
IPsIMO B TOJIOBY. Sl MOTOM €ro poJaMTENSIM MUCal, IOYTH TPH roja Ime-
PENUCHIBATINCH, [10KA 51 B ApPMUU CILYKWJI. Y HEro JJ0UKa 0cTajach.

[Tocne sroro s moman Ha Kapnatel, rae yuuics Ha (PPOHTOBBIX
Kypcax MJajlIuX JIEHTEHAaHTOB B BOGHHO-NEXOTHOM yuwinuie. Mecs-
LIEB ATh Mbl IPOYYMIIMCh, a TaM U BOWHA 3aKOHYMIack. BoiiHa 3akoH-
YHJI1ach, U YUWJIMIIE 3aKpbIBaIU. MoxHO ObulO noiiTu B JKuromupckoe
BOEHHO-TIEXOTHOE YUMJIUILE, HO MHE Ha/10 OBIJIO JOMOM OBICTPEXOHBKO,
MamMma 0Oosiesnia CHIIbHO.

Korna s BepHyncst 70MOi, MEHSI pOJHbIE HE Cpa3y Y3HalU, HU TET-
Ka, HM Jie/l, HM Jjake MaMa. A 3aTeM Ha CToJ coOpaliu, CHJeNu, BCIo-
MUHaJIH, pa3roBapuBaIH.

Ho otapixath ObLIO HEKOIza, cpa3dy Ha3HAUMIIM IpefceaaTesieM
ceNbcoBeTa. TspKeo 9TO OBLIIO — BOBpeMs XJie0, Msico cnaBath. Kakoe
OHO XO03s1cTBO-TO nocie BoiHbI? [lonro s He Beiepxkan. Korna npu-
1IJIO BpeMs BBIOOPOB, 1 MaxHyJ pykoil u coexan B HoBocubupck. Ilo-
CTYHHJI B HIO(EPCKYI0 LIKOJY, BBIYYMJICS, CTal padoTaTh IIO(GEpoM,
BO3UJI IPY3bl, KOHTEHHepbl Ha HOBoM MammHe 3MJI-130. Xoten eme B
Mouronuio 3aBepOOBaThCS, Ja)Ke 3asBJIEHUE MUCAJ, HO HE IYCTHIIH,
TaK ¥ OCTaJICS B rapaxke paboTaTh.
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Adzhimushkaysky Catacombs (The Russians held their defense for

170 days.) | smelled powder, that is experienced the tragedies of war; it
was a real ordeal for all of us. When we freed Old Crimea | saw a scene
that still hurts my soul. We ran up to a fence and there was a dead
woman with a crying child on her chest. You can’t forget an experience
like this. I made a promise to myself to defend against this ruthless kill-
ing.

As part of the Primorskaya Army, | freed Balaklava and Feodosiya.
Our mission was to get to the Chersonesus region. We fought hand-to-
hand combat at strategic points in those high mountains, so | really en-
dured a difficult time there. When we freed Balaklava, our troop leader,
First Lieutenant Pavel Romanovich Golovin was killed. A sniper shot
him in the head. | maintained correspondence with his family for three
years while | was in the army. He had a daughter left. Eventually I lost
the address of my commander and lost touch with the family.

Then | got to the Carpathian Mountains. We lived in the mountains
where | was enrolled in a military and infantry school for second lieu-
tenants. We studied there for five months until the war ended. To be-
come officers, we had to study for a year, but because the war ended
the school closed down. | could have gone to Zhytomir Military and
Infantry School but | had to go home. My mother was sick and had not
seen me since | was drafted into the army.

When | returned home, my relatives didn’t recognize me, neither
my aunt nor my grandfather nor my mother. They finally did and we
sat down and talked for a long time.

But there wasn’t so much time to rest; [ was immediately appointed
to the position of the village Council Chairman. It was a really tough
experience for me. | had to hand out bread and meat rations but since
the agriculture of our country was ruined after the war, it was impossi-
ble to provide the food on time and in the quantities people needed. |
couldn’t bear it for long so when election time came, | ran away to No-
vosibirsk. I entered a driver’s school and became a driver. I carried
freight containers on my new car ZIL-130. | wanted to be recruited to
Mongolia, even completed an application, but | wasn’t accepted, so |
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Harpan y MeHs MHOTO, HO S JaBHO WX HE HajJcBal. A B MUPHOE
BpeMsi MeHs Harpaawiu opaeHoM OKTSOpbCKON peBOIONHMH. ITO
00JIBIIION Op/IEH, 5 MOJIYYUJI €ro 3a CBOI0 paboTy B rapaxe. EcTh Takke
Opnen I'arapuna, Opaen Kpacnoro 3namenu, Opaen OredecTBEHHOM
BOMHBI.

Kv3ep Obula HEWHTEpecHas, MOTOMY YTO JETCTBA S HE BUJCI.
[Tana moii ymep B 1931 roay, mama padoTtaina B KOJIX03€, s € momorai,
XOTS YTO 51 TOTAa CMBICIUI. [103TOMY 4TO MOKHO TOKETaTh MOJIOBIM?
UToOBl OHU YYMIIUCH, ceiYac BeIb CTOJBKO BO3MOXKHOCTEU — IIKOJIBI
pasHble, U POAMTENH MOoMOTarT. Eile Xody mokenarb, 4YToObl OHH K
POIUTENSIM YBAKHUTEIHLHO OTHOCUIIUCH, @ TO CMOTPHIIIB: TIOCKAH IAJIHIIH,
MOB3JIOPWIIH — M peOCHOK KyAa-To yoexkan. Mama ecTh MaMa, mamna ectb
Taria, moJyMaelib, 10 3arPUBKY TPECHYT, 3HAYUT 3aCTYKHUJI.

4 celiuac k ['epmannn oTHOUIyCh CIOKOKHO. Hy BOT 4TO OHM Ham
nanu? COTHM TOPOJOB pa3pylIeHbI, COXKEHO MHOTO JepeBeHb. [[Ba-
JaTh MUJUTMOHOB JKU3HEW MBI MOTEPSITU. MOXKHO JI1 3TO 3a0bITh?

HUnmepesvio FOnuu Komenesoii u Caman beeenosoti
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stayed and worked in a garage.

I have a lot of decorations, though I haven’t put them on for a long
time. And during peacetime | was decorated with the Order of the Oc-
tober Revolution. It’s a very important decoration which I received for
my work in the garage. | also have the Order of Gagarin, the Order of
the Red Banner, and the Order of the Patriotic War.

My life was not happy, I didn’t have a childhood. My father died in
1931; my mother worked in a collective farm, though | was not able to
do a lot at this age. So, what do | wish for the younger generation? First
of all, study well, because there are so many opportunities — a lot of dif-
ferent schools. Parents can help as well. Moreover, | wish them to treat
their parents with respect. It’s a rather common situation when a child
argues with his parents then runs away from home. A mother will be a
mother, a father will be a father; if they give you a clip on the back of
your head, it means you deserve it.

My attitude towards Germany is neutral now. What did they bring
to us? Hundreds of cities destroyed; a lot of villages burned. We lost
twenty million lives. Is it easy to forget?

Translated by Mikhail Prikhodko
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Copoxnna Kcenust AjleKCaHAPOBHA podunacy 6 1923 200y 6 2o-
pooe Hosocubupcke. Ona Oviia miaowum pedeHKom 6 cembe.
B eo3pacme 19 nem Kcenus Anex-
CAHOPOBHA CILYIHCUNA BOEHHbIM 8O-
oumenem Ha Bmopom Ykpaunckom
¢ponme. Haepaxcoena opoenom
Kpacnoii 3s6e30uv1, 1wobdunetinvimu op-
Oenamu Benuxot OmeuecmeenHou
BOUIHbL U OPYUMU HACPAOAMU.

Hac B cembe Obul0O BOCeMHa-

IIaTh AeTEH, 1 camas MIaaias.
K coxaneHunro, necarepsix s yxKe He
IIOMHIO, OHM JaBHO ymepau. Korma
Hayanach BOMHA, MaMbl YK€ He Obl-
o B xuBbiX. Crapuero Opara oT-
MpaBui Ha (GPOHT, 3aTeM M MeHs npu3Baiu B 1942 rony. S 10 BOHBI
paboTasia c4eToBOIOM-OyXranrepom, a TyT oBecTka npunuia. Kyna sxxe
nesatbesi? Mens npusBaiiu u3 HoBocubupceka, Mue Torna 19 ser 6bu10.
C Bok3asia MeHs NpoBosKaja ceMbs. [IoMHIO, Kak BarOH YHOCUTCS, a MBI
necHio noem «lIpomaii, m0OuMBIN Topoa...». Jloma ocrajncs mama u
Ipyroii OpaT, KOTOpPHIi Toraa paboTan Ha 00OPOHHOM KOMOWHATE.

C 1942 no 1943 roa B HoBocuOupcke Hac roTOBUIIN OBITh IIOde-
pamu. Hac 6b110 40 cubupckux nepymek-modepos u3 Tomcka, Omcka,
HoBocubupcka. Ilocie BOWHEI 51 IbITaNIaCh CBSI3aThCS ¢ HUMH, HO HUKTO
HE OTKJIUKHYJICS.
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Ksenya Alexandrovna Sorokina was born in 1923 in Novosibirsk.
She was the youngest child in the family. At the age of nineteen she
started to serve as a military driver at
the Second Ukrainian Front and was
awarded with the Order of the Red
Star, many Jubilee Orders of the
Great Patriotic War among others.

We had eighteen children in our
family and | was the youngest one.
Ten children passed away a long time
ago and to my regret, 1 no longer re-
member them all. Our mother wasn’t
alive when the war started. Our oldest
brother was sent to the Front and then
| was called up in 1942. | had been
working as an accountant inspector
when | suddenly received call-up papers. | was only nineteen. What
could I do? We were called up right from Novosibirsk. My family saw
me off at the railway station. I recollect how we were singing “Farewell
to My Hometown” while the train was speeding away. During the War
our father stayed at home with another brother, who was working at a
local industrial complex.

From 1942 to 1943 | received special training in order to work as a
driver. There were forty Siberian female drivers from the cities of
Tomsk, Omsk and Novosibirsk. We all went back home together when
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Hac yuwin, kak MalMHy YMHMTB, cOOMpaTh M pa3duparh ABMra-
Telb, a TaKXKe KaK C opykueMm oOpamartbcs. B utone 1943 roma nHac
OTIPAaBUJIM B YJBSHOBCKYIO 00nacTh, Ha craHimio bapeimm. Tam nHac
oOyyanu eme Tpu Mecsua. Ilocie 3Toro Mbl MOMYyYHIIM BOCHHBIE ITPaBa.
Hy, a yx noroMm Ha ¢poHT otnpaBunu. Hac nepebGpaceiBanu 1o Tyaa,
To ctoga. CHauasa B YIJIbSHOBCKYIO 00JacTh, IOTOM B MOCKBY B 3a-
ITACHBIH IOJIK.

BoeBana st Ha Bropom YkpaumHckoM ¢poHTe, paboTtana modepom
Ha «10JIyTOpKe». Bo3mnu MenukaMeHThl Ha nepenoByo. Beskoe npu-
xoauiock nenath. Ilog Slccamu s Bo3mia cosnjgaram oOefsl, 0 TpaH-
IIesIM HOCHIT BMECTE ¢ corpoBoxaatomuMu. Crpamrao 0suto0. 11 des-
pansg 1944 roga mMbl monanu B OKpy>KEHUE U 5 qHEH aepxkanu 000poHy.
Ha nepeznoBoii Torna yxxe ObUIM «KaTIOIIM», HO HAC TOI/Ia OTPe3aio OT
ceoux. Ham nmpunutock ocraButh ceno bokonka Ha Ykpaune. Ilura-
JIUCh CKYJIHO: KUIIATOK, /1a II0 TPH cyXaps B AcHb. [la psaaoM Haxoauics
caxapHbIi 3aBOJI, TaK YTO €IL€ U caxap MHOIJA BbLIABAIU, XOTSA OH U
ObUT KOPUYHEBBIH.

O ToMm, 4TO BOIMHA 3aKOHYMJIACh, 51 y3HAJIA MO paauo. B koHie Ho-
sa0ps 1944 roga meHs otnyctuiu ¢ GppoHTa o 6o1e3Hu. S moauenuia
TPOIUYECKYIO MAJIIPUIO, YacTO Tepsla CO3HAHUE IO Jopore. S onHux
ykousioB wtyk 100 nepenecna. Kakoe Torna moruso Ovith seuenue? On-
HUM XMUHHUHOM KOJIOJIU.

[TomHIO MOMEHT, KOTJ1a 51 BO3Bpalaiach ¢ pponra. beut Beuep, eny
MOCJIEAHUM TpaMBaeM, IOTOM My NEMIKOM 1o yiauue Mnmoapomckoii.
TyTr MeHs HOroHser JeByllka U crpamuBaeT: «Bbl kyna uaere?».
«B 3aenpuoBckuii palioH, TaM y MEHs JI0M», — OTBedaro eil. TyT oHa
MHE U TOBOPHT: « A BbI 4TO He 3Haere, yTo B HoBocubupcke opyayer
O6anna “Yepnas komka”?» Oka3ajloch, YTO 3TO MpPECTyMHasl TPYIIH-
pOBKa, KOTOpas rpabuia JitoJei, oroupana JOKyMEHThI, youBaua. A s
TOJIBKO C (PpOHTA, y MEHS BCE JOKYMEHTHI ¢ cO00i Ha pykax. S ObICT-
pee mobexana JOMOM, HO HUYero, Aobpanack. J[Beps cectpa MHeE OT-
Kpblia, o0pagoBanacek! Bero cembio mo3Bania, Opat mojadesxar, narma.

Ha BoifHe s Myxa BcTpeTuia, oH TaHKUCTOM Obl1. IlpaBna, on
ylIeq o4eHb paHo, B 43 roga. OH mocie BOiHbBI Bcerja 000 MHe 3a00-
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the war ended. | tried to get in touch with them later but nobody re-
sponded.We were taught how to use weapons, how to repair cars, and
how to assemble and dismantle them. In June, 1943 we were sent to
Barysh Station in the Ulyanovsk region for special training for three
more months. We were handed our military driver’s licenses and sent
to the Front. We were sent from one place to another, first to Ulya-
novsk, then to a reserve regiment in Moscow.

During the war | served at the Second Ukrainian Front as a polu-
torka (supply truck) driver. Our job was to supply the front line with
medicine. We had to do different things. Near lasi (a city in Romania)
we used to bring lunches to soldiers, even carrying them throughout
trenches. It was dreadful. We were surrounded on February 11, 1944,
We were holding the line for five days. Katyusha weapons were al-
ready on the Front line. But we were cut off from our army and we
handed over the Bozhonka village in Ukraine. The food was poor: boil-
ing water and three dried crusts per day to eat. There was a sugar-
refinery nearby, so from time to time we had some sugar, though it was
brown and of poor quality.

| learned from the radio that the war had ended. | was sent home in
November, 1944 because | had contracted jungle malaria and used to
faint at times while driving. | went through one hundred injections.
Quinine was the only medicine used for injections. Good treatment was
out of the question.

I remember the evening when | was coming home from the war. |
took the last tram of the day. | was walking along Ipodromskaya Street
when a girl caught up to me. She asked me, “Where are you going?”

“To Zaeltsovskiy District. My home’s there.”

“Do you know that a gang called the Black Cats hangs around
here?”

This criminal group was said to steal money and documents. And |
had just come back from the Front and had all my documents in hand. |
ran as fast as possible to get home. My sister opened the door and was
glad to see me. Then she called for my brother and father.

During the war, I met my husband who served as a tank man. Un-
fortunately, he passed away early at the age of 43 years old. After the
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TWJICS, HUKOT/Ia MeHs He 3a0bIBai. Beerna, ecnm Kyaa-To €311, Ipu-
BO3UJI MHE MOAAPKHU - TO AYXH, TO 0j1esy10. Jlo CHUX MOp MOJIb3YIOCh.

Moii 6pat B Mypmancke BoeBa, ObUT pagucTOM, JETYUKaAM IO pa-
Uy nepenasan nHpopmanuio. Ilocie apmum ciiyx y HEro oueHb Io-
cTpajall. Y MeHs e paHeHU He ObLIo, mpaBia, KOHTY3us Obuta. Ciy-
9iIIOCh 3TO Toj Slccamm, korma oOopoHy nepxkanu. S cupena BO
BTOpPOI TpaHIllee, YUCTHIIa KapPTOLIKY, a CHapsi yraj NpsiMo B SIIIHK C
kapromkoi. [Totom, mocne nedenust Bce ObicTpo mporwio. Ceigac, Ko-
HEYHO, cTajla ciayx TepATh. Ha mapaj ceiiuac yxe He X0Xy, JoMa CMOT-
PIO IO TEJIEBU30PY.

Y meHs ectb opacHa OTeuecTBeHHOU BOMHBI B 4ecTh 30-, 40-, 50-,
60-, 65-, 70-netus [lo6ensi. Ecth Takke opaen Kpacnoii 3se3asl. Bor
noxwuna no 92 ner. Cecrpa crapmasi ymepia Ha 99-m rony, a opar - B
85-Mm. Ilokonenue y Hac Takoe, Bce yxoauiu nocie 80.

Ceronus x I'epmanuy y MeHsl HET HUKAKOM HEHaBUCTH. 3a YKpau-
HY, KOHEYHO, 00u1HO. Bee-taku Mbl KieB ocBoOOX 1AM, OH pa3pyllieH
6bu1 momHOCTRI0. B 1985 romy mbl e3aunn B KueB, Takol KpacHBBIN
ropoJi cTall.

Humepevio FOnuu Komenesou u Caman bezenoesoti
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war he always took care of me; he always thought about me. Wherever
he travelled he always brought me some gifts such as a perfume or a
blanket. I am still using some of those gifts.

My brother was a radioman in the war in the city of Murmansk; he
broadcasted information to pilots. But his hearing worsened after the
war. The war caused problems with my hearing as well. We were hold-
ing the line near Iasi. | was sitting in the second trench peeling potatoes
when a mortar shell landed right on the box of potatoes. Although my
hearing was cured with drugs then, over time it has worsened. Certainly
I won’t be able to go to the Victory Parade; I will watch it on the TV.

I was awarded with the Order of the Red Star and the Orders of the
Patriotic War commemorating 30, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70 years after the
war. | have lived to the age of ninety-two years old. It’s a feature of our
generation. My older sister lived up to ninety-nine and my brother to
eighty-five. All members of our family have lived passed eighty.

Now | am not feeling any hatred toward the Germans. But | am so
sorry for the events in Ukraine. When we liberated Kiev, it was totally
ruined. But in 1985 we visited the city and everything was marvelous!

Translated by Ekaterina Christieva and Anastasia Kosyak
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CrankoB Crenan HukoaaeBu4 poouics ¢ 1924 200y. Cmenan
Huxonaesuy omoan eoennou cayscoe 33 200a. Ou npowen ooneutl
nymes om Mmaaouie2o JaetmeHaHma 0o
NOJIKOBHUKA. B 2006l 6otinbl oH yuacm-
80841 8 0c6000COeHuU 2opoda oecca,
Ooecckoit obnacmu, Monoasuu. Cmenan
Huxonaesuu  yuacmeosean 6 Bucno-
Ooepckoii HacmynamenbHOU onepayul.
buvin nacpasicoen osymsa opoenamu Ome-
yecmeennoll eotinvl || cmenenu, opoernom
Lpyoicovr Hapooos, opoenom Kpacnozo
3namenu u MHo2uMU OpY2UMU.

OTOT nyTh Hayalics B OKTs0pe 1942
roga, korja Crenana HukonaeBuua
npusBaiu B KpacHyto apmuto. OH ObL1
HampaBlleH B PsA3aHckoe apruiuiepuil-
ckoe yuymnuiie. [lo okoHuaHuu y4wiuiia, yke B 3BaHUU JICHTEHAHTa,
CraHkoB OBLT OMpeJeNieH Ha JIOJDKHOCTh KOMaHIupa B3Bojaa B 130-i
rBapJeicKkuil aptuiuiepuiickuil nosak. [lonk Haxonuicsa B cocrase 58-i
rBap/eCKONl CTpenKoBOM auBU3UU. Yke B Mapte 1944 roga Crenan
HukonaeBuu npuHsn yyactue B 00siX MO 0cBOoOOXkaAeHHI0 Opecckoi
obnactu u ropona Oneccel, a motom U Mongasuu. B Hauane aBrycra
1944 ropa 130-ii rBapaeickuii apTWJUIEPUHCKUN MOJIK Y4acTBOBal B
60s1x pu opcupoBaHuu peku Bucibl n 3axBate 3HamenuToro CaHjo-
Mupckoro miamjapma. B suBape 1945 roma Hauvanach 3HaMeHHTas
Bucno-Opnepckasi cTparernueckasl HacTynaTelnbHas omnepanus. B xone
OIepalliu COBETCKHE BOiicKa Mpouutu ¢ 60smMu uepes Bero [ombiry u

108



Stepan Nikolaevich Stankov was born in 1924. He devoted
33 years of his life to the Army. He rose from the rank of a Junior Lieu-
tenant to Colonel. He participated in
freeing the city of Odessa, Odessa re-
gion, Moldova. Stepan Nikolaevich
was engaged in the Vistula-Oder Of-
fensive strategic operation. He was
awarded two Orders of The Great Pat-
riotic War 2" Class, The Order of
Friendship of Peoples, The Order of
The Red Star and many others.

His story began in October, 1942
when Stepan Nikolaevich was called
up to serve in the Red Army. He was
sent to Ryazan Artillery School. After
finishing school, First Lieutenant Ste-
pan N. Stankov was assigned as a platoon commander of the 130"
Guards Avrtillery Regiment. The regiment was part of the 58" Guards
Rifle Division. In March 1944, he took part in the the Liberation of
Odessa, liberating the region, the city of Odessa and Moldavia as well.

At the beginning of August, 1944 the 130" Guards Artillery Regi-
ment was engaged in battle for the famous Sandomierz Bridgehead
while crossing the Vistula River. In January, 1945 the well-known Vis-
tula-Oder Offensive, a strategic operation started. During the operation
the Soviet Forces stormed their way forward across the entire country
of Poland and having crossed the Oder River successfully reached the
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BBIIUIM K TOCYAapCTBEHHON TIpaHMIE THUTIEpoBcKoi ['epmanumy,
ycnemHoO ¢opcupoBaB peky Onep. Heckonbko SpKHX BOCHOMHHaHHN
COOBITHI BOGHHOTO BPEMEHH:

«Hamma auBu3us noxy4usiia MpuKas claTh y4aCTOK HACTYIUICHHsS Ha
JIyraHck, 1ocie 4ero Cpo4Ho BbIMTU B ropojl JIo3oBasi, 3aHATh KPYyro-
Byl0 000OpOHY M 3a/iepKaTh HACTYIUICHUE HEMIICB. MBI COBEPIIIN
300-kmomeTpoBsIid Mapin 3a 4 nHs. Toraa, Ha HAC OMOYWINCH 3 TaH-
KoBble AuBU3MU U3 KpacHonapa, 4 — u3 [nenponerposcka, eme 3 au-
Bu3uH u3 JloHenka. Haiu psiibl HACUUTBIBATH JIMIIB OJIHY CTPEIKOBYIO
nuBu3nio u3 7000 commar BMecto noioxkeHHbIX 11 750. B 6osx Ha [lo-
Hy Hama nuBu3us notepsuia 5700 conpar. Mel nepkanu o00poHy Ha
IUPOKOM (QpoHTE, mopsaKa 127 kM, B TO BpeMsi Kak M0 yCTaBy IOJIO-
XKEHO JepxkaTh 000opoHy 20-25 kM. ['utneposust 40 pa3 neitanuch Gop-
cupoBath JloH, HO 3TO UM He ynanock HU pa3y. Korga monckue pecyp-
Chl OBUIM HCTOIICHBI, KOMaHJIOBaHHE OOPATHIIOCH 32 MOMOIIBIO K
MECTHOMY HacesneHuto. [Ipuiuio o4yeHr MHOTO MOJIOICKH, U JIaXe CTa-
pUKU OBLTU TOTOBBI MOCTOATH 32 PonuHy. B KOoHEYHOM cyete Mbl Mouy-
yuiy nonosHeHnue u3 2000 yenoBek».

Bo Bpems ¢opcupoBanus pexu Heiice Crenan HukomaeBud ObLi
CHJIBHO PaHEH.

«S1 monmyuun cunbHOe paHeHue B rojoBy. Korma Hemibl Hadaau
o0cTpe1, HadalbHUK IITa0a Mocjaajl MEHsl IOCMOTPETh TOTOBHOCTD II€-
penpassbl. Sl copsTancs B OKOI, HO HE MOJTHOCTBbIO. MEeHs Haluld OJHO-
nojiyaHe KujaoMmeTpa 3a 3 oT MecTa obcTpena B O€CCO3HATEILHOM CO-
CTOSHHMU. B co3HaHume s mpuien Tonbko uepe3 3 gHA. B 31O Bpems
Hallla AUBU3MA BoIJa B ropoJ. Mbl mpopBaiu o0OpoHY, B TO BpeMs
Kak JIeBbIH (1aHr npopBaThes HE cMmor. [locne 3Toro Mel mponuu rae-
to kuiomerpos 20. Hamr mrab 3anepxaincs Ha 30 MUHYT, IUcall JOHE-
cenue. M Tam oHu monanu B 3acaay. Hemisl pazboMOmim Bech Haii
MIOJIKOBOM 0003.
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boarder with Germany. The following are some memories of the dra-
matic events of that war time.

“Our division was ordered to stop the offensive blow to Lugansk
and immediately go to Lozovaja, a town where we were to organize an
all-round defense and to stop the Germans. We marched 300 kilometers
for four days. Three armored divisions from Krasnodar, four from
Dnepropetrovsk, and another three from Donetsk prepared to attack us.
We were the only rifle division with 7,000 instead of the standard
11,750 soldiers and still had to resist enemy forces. In the battle on the
Don River our division lost about 5,700 soldiers. Still we held the line
in the broad Front of about 127 kilometers while the line of defense
should have been no more than twenty or twenty-five kilometers ac-
cording to army regulation. The Germans tried to conduct a forced
crossing of the Don River forty times; none of them was successful.
When the man-power resources ran out, the command asked the locals
for assistance. A lot of young and even elderly people volunteered to
defend our country. So, we got as many as 2000 civilian recruits.”

While crossing the Neisse River, Stepan Nikolaevich was seriously
wounded.

“I got wounded in the head. The chief of command staff sent me to
check if the crossing site was ready. At this time the Germans began
shelling. I hid in a trench, but it was quite shallow for me. Later | was
found unconscious by my fellow soldiers three kilometers away from
the place of attack. Three days later 1 became conscious. At the time
our division had entered the city. We breached the defense, however,
the left flank did not manage to do the same. Then we walked about
twenty kilometers. Our command staff stayed behind for thirty minutes
to write a military report and they were ambushed. The Germans
bombed out our unit train.
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A BO Bpemsi ocBOOOkIeHUs Jlpe3/ieHa HeMIIBI Hadalld 00CTpe,
9TOOBI OTpe3aTh HAC, M OJMH M3 OCKOJIKOB YrOJMII MPSIMO B MOKO Me-
JaJb. DTOT OCKOJIOK S XpaHIO JI0 CUX MOPY.

Crenad HukonaeBud BCIOMHHAET CBOUX COCJTY>KHUBIICB:

«B wameit auBu3um ciayxwio 112 sxkenmmu. Haranes MBaHOBHA,
KOMaHJUp B3BOJA apTUJUIEPUIICKOro Mojika, ydacTHuna CranuHrpan-
CKOI1 OMTBBI, MPUIIIA K HAM I10CJI€ TOCHUTAaNA. DTO Oblia 1epBasi >KeH-
rHa, Kotopas ¢popcuponana Heiice 4 pasa.

bruia emie ofHa KeHIMHA, KOTOpas cHadaja padoTaa Ha MOJIEBOM
1ouTe, 3aTeM CaHUTApKOM, U, HAKOHEL, KOMAHIUPOM OTAEJIEHUsl pas-
BEJKU CTPEJIKOBOI'O MOJIKA. B BOEHHBIE rojibl €10 ObLIO 3aXBayeHO B
meH 27 HemIes, a B nepuoi 6oe Ha [loHy oHa B3suia 10 HemiieB, B
ToM yncie Tpéx oduuepos. [lozke ee HA3HAYMIM KOMAHIUPOM B3BOJA
pa3BeIKu MOJIKa, OHA Oblla HarpaXKaeHa TpeMs opleHamu. B mepuon
BOIHBI OHa MOJYyYHJa MATh paHeHuil. Cpeau CHalepoB M CBA3HCTOB
TaK)Ke ObLIO OYEHb MHOI'O KEHILUH.

Ho TtecHble oTHOIIEHMsS] y HAac OBbUIM HE TOJBKO C TpakKIaHaAMH
CCCP. Becnoit 1945 rony Mbl ObulM yyacTHUKaMU BCTpeud Ha Dnb0e
58-11 rBapaeiickoi nuBu3uu u 69-i nuu3un Apmun CIIA, ¢ connara-
MU KOTOPOI MBI OJPYKHUIUCH. Jlaske 1mociie BOWHBI Mbl BCTPEYAIUCH C
HUMU Ha KXyt rooBIIuHY [1o0esl.

Hac crapanuce obecriednBaTh BceM, YTO HYXKHO. bbina moseBas
1ouTa, ra3era JAWBU3UH, PAN0, U3 KOTOPHIX Mbl y3HaBaJIX HOBOCTU 00
ycmexax U Heyjnayax Ha Aapyrux gponrax. Pa3 B Hememto xoaunu B Oa-
Hi0. OJIHaX/Ibl IPUEXaAIM BOCHHBbIE KMHOOIEpaTopbl. Bo Bpems cBomnx
CheMOK OHM ObLTH OOHapyKeHbl HEMEIKOW OaTapeei, KOoTopasi TYT e
Hayana obcrpen u3 152 mumnmuMeTpoBoil rayounsl. OauH rayOuyHbIN
CHapsJ Jaxe momnai B KyxHro. Llenslif 1eHp u3-3a Hux 0e3 obena cuje-
.

beiBanu Ha QpoHTe M 3a0aBHBIe cinydau. Kak-To Hama Oarapes
CTOsIJIa Ha CBEKOJILHOM ToJie. Harm coniatel myTKy paau cTaidu THATh
camoroH. OgHax /bl odulep, HaAMMBIIKUCH, YCTPOUI Ty3Jb CO B3BOJ-
HbIM. KoHumMIIOCH BCe TeM, 4TO, CHJIBHO HAMMBIIWCH, OHU 3aCHYIIU B
OOHUMKY B OJIMHIIAXKE».
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During the liberation of Dresden, the Germans began shelling to
cut us off. One of the shell splinters directly hit the medal | was wear-
ing. | still keep this piece of medal.”

Stepan Nikolaevich recollects his comrades-in-arms.

"In our division there served 112 women. Natalia Ivanovna, a pla-
toon commander of the artillery regiment, a participant of the Battle of
Stalingrad, came to us after the hospital. She was the first woman to
cross the Neisse River four times.

There was another woman who first worked at a field post, then as
a sanitary assistant and finally as the commander of the scouting rifle
regiment unit. During war time she brought twenty-seven Germans
from the rear. During the battle on the Don River she captured ten
Germans including three officers. Later she was appointed commander
of the scouting platoon of the regiment and was awarded three orders.
During the war she was wounded five times. There were also a lot of
women serving as snipers and signalers.

We also had close relationships with people of other nationalities.
We were participants of the Meeting on the Elbe of the 58th Guards
Rifle Division of the Red Army and the 69th Infantry Division of the
US Army. We made friends with some of the US soldiers. We met with
them every anniversary of Victory Day, even after the war.

In general we were provided with almost everything we needed.
We had a field post office, a newspaper, a radio, so we learned all news
about our successes and failures on the other Fronts. Once a week we
went to a bath house. One day some cameramen came to our division.
When they were filming, the Germans noticed them and opened fire
from a 152mm howitzer. One of the howitzer rounds landed in our
kitchen. We had no meals for the whole day.

We had many funny stories during the war on the Front. Our bat-
tery was located on a beet field. Our soldiers started to distil the beets.
One soldier drank too much and decided to arrange a duel with a pla-
toon commander. Certainly it was just for fun. They were both com-
pletely drunk and finally fell asleep together in a trench shelter.”
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Crenan HuxonaeBuu NMpUHAJICKUT K TOMY POAY JIOAEH, KOTO-
pbl€ BCerza OCTalTCs B CTPOIO, HE3aBUCUMO OT oOcTosTenbeTB. Korna
BOKpYT pa3pblBajlach LIpamnHeab M cBUcTenM cHapsnabl, Crenan Cran-
KOB COXpaHs1 BblAEpKKY. CeroiHs OH IOMOIaeT BOJIOHTEpaM U3 pas-
JIMYHBIX YYPEKICHUH B IIOUCKE HE3aXOPOHEHHBIX coijar Bemukon
OTteyecTBEHHON BOWHBI, TEM CAMBIM IIPOJOJIKAsA BEIUKUNA Maplll 3a 10-
6eny, HauaTelil UM B 1942 roxy, a Tak)ke akKTUBHO Y4acTBYET B BOCHHO-
aTPUOTUYECKOM BOCIIMTAHUU MOJIOJEKH.

Unmepsvio Mapuu Jlebeoesoii, Tamvanvl Jlemewiko,
Cepees /lepessawxuna
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Stepan Nikolaevich is a man who always remains on duty, whatev-
er happens. When the shrapnel was bursting and the shells were whis-
tling around him, he kept calm. Today he helps volunteers from differ-
ent organizations in the search for unburied soldiers of the Great
Patriotic War, thereby continuing the great march for victory which be-
gan for him in 1942. He also takes an active part in the patriotic-
upbringing of youth and does his best to make sure the veterans and
citizens who served in the war and their heroic deeds will not be forgot-
ten.

Translated by Maria Lebedeva, Tatiana Lemeshko,
Sergey Derevyashkin
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Maprapura Hukosnaesna TuroBa Mapeapuma Hukonaeena Tu-
moga poounace 6 1931 200y. Ona ne yuacmeosana 6 60egbix Oelicmau-
sax. Omey Mapeapumer Huxonaeenvi Ovin
B0€HHbIM 8pa4OM. B nauane 6oiinvi cemus
JoHcuna 6 60eHHom 20pooke Ha llckoswune.
llocne ocmasnenuss Hawumu olcKamu
eopooa Ilckosa cemvsi Mapeapumvr Huko-
JIQesHbl VWA ¢ OMCMynaloujeli OUHCKOU
yacmvlo Ha cmanyuio /[Ho, 20e ewje ObLIU
Hawu eoticka. B oOHom u3 s3uenonos ce-
MbsL 26AKYUPOBANACL B8271Y0b CMpAHbl, 8
Tronayunckuu pauvon 6 Tamapcmane. B
mae 1942 200a eé omey, komanoup 293-20
meocanbama, nponan 6e3 gecmu. Ilocne oceoboxcoenusn 6 1944 200y
eopoda Kpemenuye, Ykpauna, cemvs nepeexana k szcusyuum mam poo-
cmeenHukam. B 1949 o0y Mapeapuma Hukonaesna 3axonuuna Kpe-
MEHUY2CKULL MAUUHOCMPOUMETbHbIU MEeXHUKYM U Oblld HaNnpaeieHa Ha
pabomy Ha 00uH u3 3a60008 & 2opod Hosocubupck, 20e u npopaboma-
Ja Ha 00Hom npeonpusmuu 43 2o0a. OHa Hanucana MHO20 paccKazos u
CMUX08, 8 HEKOMOPBIX U3 HUX OHA OeNUMCS C8OUMU OeMCKUMU 80CNO-
MUHAHUAMU O BOLIHeE.

B smom ompvieke ona onucviéaem nepevle u camvie O/l Heé
cmpawiHsle OHU 80UHDL.

Havano Benukoit OTeuecTBEHHONW BOWHBI 3aCTajl0 Hally CEMBIO B
BOEHHOM ropojke Ha IIckoBmuHe. OTel — BOGHHBIN Bpay B TAHKOBOM
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Margarita Nikolaevna Titova was born in 1931. She never fought in
the war. Her father was a military doctor, and the famlly lived in a mil
itary town Pskovshina. When the
Soviet troops left the city, her fami-
ly, along with others, went to Dno
Station. Then the family evacuated
inland towards the East, Tyulya-
chinsky district in Tatarstan. In
May, 1942 her father, commander |
of Medical Battalion #293, went
missing. Later in 1944 after the re-
lease of the city of Kremenchug,
Ukraine the family moved there. It
was the place where her relatives
were living at that time. In 1949
after finishing Kremenchug Engi-
neering College Margarita Niko-
laevna relocated to Novosibirsk where she worked in a plant for forty-
three years. She has written many stories and poems; some include her
experiences as a child during the war.

In the following excerpts she recalls the first and the worst days of
the war.

The beginning of the Great Patriotic War caught our family in a
military town in Pskovshina. My father was a military doctor in a tank
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nonky. Hac B cembe Tpoe nieTeii, u pacrojHeBIIas MaMa KUBET 0XKHa-
HUSIMHU IOSIBJIEHUS YETBEPTOr0 peOeHKa.

B To yrpo mMama kak Bcerja BbILIUIA Ha YTPEHHIOKI IPOTYIKY C

MUTaJIIIeH CECTPEHKOM U, 3aMETHUB, YTO Y CTOJIOA C TPOMKOTOBOPHUTEIIEM
CTOST JIOJM, PELIMIIA TOA0NTH K HUM U y3HATh, B UeM JIEJI0.
— [lonumaere, — BCTpPEBOKEHO 3asiBUJIa OHA C [IOPOra MHE U CTaplIeMy
Opary, BepHyBIIUCH oMo, — Ceidac 1o paano BEICTyMain cam Mojo-
TOB... OH cka3an, yto ['epmanus Hanana Ha Coserckuii Coro3! Bepo-
JIOMHO!

Ha pacceere B noMe MosBWICA yCTaJIbli, HE CIIABIIMK BCKHO HOYb
OTelLl.

— Tl uro? — HcenyranHo cnpocunia ero mama. — Y TeOs JMIO
cepoe...

— 51 0TBO3MJI paHEeHbIX K caHUTapHOMY Hoe3ny! Bcro Houb Iia3 He
COMKHY/I.

Ycnpimas Tooc 0Tia, s BCKOYWIA C MOCTEIH M TOTUXOHBKY BBI-
IIIHYyJ1a B IPUXO0XKYI0. TaM CTOsI TycTOM HENpUATHBINA 3amax rapu, a
caM OTell, yCTaJIO ONMYCTUB TOJIOBY, MEIJIEHHO MNpUXJIEObIBAI Yail U3
CBOEH JTIOOMMON KPY>KKH.

— Mapycs, Ha THSIX Bac HAUYHYT IBAKyHpoBaTh... CeMbU BOCHHOCITY-
*arux. BoitHa — €710 He IyTOYHO€e, OHA OTHEHHBIM BAJIOM KaTUTCs!

— Te1 ut0, cmeembea? — Bo3pasuna mama. — Tonbko KBapTUPY 110
yMa goBend... HITopsl npuindHble Ha okHax nosiBuiMcs! Camoe Bpe-
MSI TIOXKHTb. . .

—Ho »xwu3Hb, moOHUMaenb, TOpoxe... Bce ocranmbHOE KYIUTH
MO’KHO!

A TOTOM HacTal TOT CaMblif TOPBKUH B KU3HU HAlllEH CEMbU JIEHb,
KOTJ1a, MOJHSBIINCH HA PAacCBETe BMECTE€ C TAaKUMH K€ OTYASTHHBIMU
COCE/IKaMH, MBI BBIHY/ICHBI ObUIH BCE-TaKH YUTH M3 JIOMa U CIUTHCS C
TOJION O€KEeHIIeB, YIIMX IO MPOJIErarolieMy MUMO HaIIer0 BOCHHO-
r'o ropojika I1occe, KOTOpoe TaK XOpOIIO MPOCMaTPUBAIOCHh pPaHbILIE U3
OKHa Halllell KBapTUPHI Ha TPETHEM ITAXKE.

Opnaxo, aJIeKo HaM YWTH HE yJalocCh, IOCKOJIbKY B OECKOHEUHYIO
TOJIy BHE3AIHO, CO CTPAIIHBIM TPECKOM BPE3AIUCh CTPESIOIINe
HEMEILIKHMEe MOTOLMKIUCTBI, M MBI BMECT€ CO BCEMH HIYLUIMMHU
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regiment. There were three children in our family, and an expecting
mom who lived in anticipation of the fourth child. That morning my
mum, as always, went on a morning walk with my younger sister and
noting that there were people standing near a loudspeaker, decided to
walk over and find out what happened.

“See,” she anxiously told me and my elder brother at the door,
when she returned home. “Molotov spoke on the radio... he said that
Germany attacked the Soviet Union! Faithlessly!”

At dawn, my father, exhausted from not having slept all night ap-
peared in the doorway.

“What happened?” Mother asked fearfully. “Your face is all grey.”

“I carried out the wounded to the hospital train! Haven’t had my
eyes closed.”

Hearing my father's voice, | jumped out of bed and quietly peeked
into the hallway. There was a thick unpleasant smell of burning, and
father, tiredly lowered his head, slowly sipping tea from his favorite
mug.

“Marussya, one of these days we are going to be evacuated... mili-
tary families. War is not a joke, it rolls as a fiery shaft! Unstoppable.

“Are you kidding? Mom objected. “We just got our apartment
into shape... Put decent curtains on the windows! It's just the right time
to live...”

“But life, you know, is more expensive... Everything else can be
bought!”

And then came the bitterest day in the life of our family, when,
waking at dawn with neighbors who were also desperate, we had to
leave the house quickly and join the line of refugees walking along the
road. That road was easily visible from the window of our apartment on
the third floor where | could see the refugees fleeing.

However, we couldn’t get far because the crowd was suddenly hit

by shooting German motorcyclists. The shooting caused a terrible
cracking sound. And along with everyone else, we literally rolled down
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OyKBaJIbHO CKaTWJIMCh BHM3 Ha PKaHOE I0J€ U NOOEXanHu M0 HEMY,
CTapasCh OKa3aThCs KaK MOXKHO AAJIBUIE OT CTPEIISAIOIIHNX.

bexxanu Mbl JOBOJIBHO JIOJITO, U s1 BCE BPEMs OIAcaylach, YTO MBI
MIPOCTO MOKEM MOTEPSTh APYr Apyra M3 BHIY, U Ooiblie Bcero 0osi-
Jach OCTaThbCs OJIHA, XOTS PSIIOM € COOOH MOCTOSIHHO OIIyIaia TsxkKe-
JI0€ JIbIXaHKe Halllell MMOJHOBATONW COCEeIKH, KOTopas Taluia 3a coOon
YIIUTaHHBIX CHIHOBEW-OIN3HEIIOB.

OcCTaHOBMBILIKCH HA TOM Kparo I0JIs, IJ€ OHO MEPEXOANIIO B 00JI0-
TO U MOTOMY IOPOCJIO MBHIKOM, Mama, ObIBIIAs IpeJiceiaTesIeM JKEH-
COBETa B BOGHHOM T'OpPOJKE, MPEUIOKHUIA BCEM OTIOXHYTH U NPUHATH
pElIeHne O TOM, YTO XK€ JeJIaTh Jajblie. Sl MCIyraHHO cMOTpesa Ha
CBOM OOChI€ HOTH, C KOTOPBIX, HE 3HAIO I'JIe U KOI'/a, CIETEeNIn MOU HO-
BbI€ CaHJAJIMKH, IPUBE3ECHHBIC OTLIOM M3 JIEeHHHrpaaa.

O cBoell moTepe g mpomoJyajga M, ¢ YAOBOJIbCTBUEM IOTONTaB-
mMck 00CBIMM HOTaMu B 00J10T€, ABMHYJIACh CO BCEMM K JIECOUKY Ha
TOPU30HTE, B KOTOPOM Mbl HaJIESUTUCh BCE-TAKU BBIMTH K HamuM. Ham
MIOBE3JI0, M K 3aX0/y COJIHLIA Mbl, K CYAaCThIO, HAOpEIU Ha HAllly BOUH-
CKYIO 4acTbh, KOTOPYIO BBIBEJIM Ha OTABIX. 3J€Ch HAC BCEX HAKOPMHUIIU
ropsyel Kamiei, Hamowid POJHUKOBOW BOJOH, a MeHs 00pajaoBaliu,
0o0MOTaB MOM HOTM MSTKMMH IOJOTEHIIAaMU U HATSHYB Ha HUX CyXue
Caror.

Kak cremHesno, coBceMm elie Mosio/10ii KoMaHIup ¢ 3a0MHTOBAHHON
rOJIOBOM JIOBOJBHO IMOCHEIIHO CPOPMHUPOBAT KOJOHHY, KOTOpas, Kak
OH OOBSICHWIJI, JOJDKHA ObUIa K YTPY BbIMTH K cTaHuuu [/[Ho, rae co3na-
BaJICs HOBBII 0OOPOHUTEIBHBIN pyOexK.

— B cTporo He KypuTbh, HE IIYMETh U HE pa3roBapuBaTh. Uatu Oy-
neM depe3 ropsmue Topdsauku. Hu mary B cropony. Kro nposanut-
Csl — CIIaCTH HE CMOXKeM!

C teM MbI 1 1BUHYIMCh! U g BApYT pemmia, 4TO MHE CTPALLIHO I10-
Be3s0: — Jlypaky BCSKHUE CIIAT JOMa B CBOMX IOCTENAX, AyMaja s, U HE
3HAIOT, 4TO Takoe BoiHa! A s 3Haro! Ilpu ciaydae m pacckasaTb cMory
4YTO-HUOYAb HHTEpecHOe!

K yrpy kojoHHa 0e30 BCAKMX HEOXHJIaHHOCTEW nolOpanack [0
cranuuu /{Ho. Ham o4eHb MoBe3io, 4To HaJ HaMU HU pa3y HE 3aKIJ1ach
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on a field of rye then ran across it, trying to get as far from the shooters
as possible.

We ran for a long time, and all that time | was worried that we
simply would lose sight of each other. Most of all | was afraid of being
alone, even though | constantly felt the heavy breath of our plump
neighbor next to me, dragging behind her, her plump twin sons.

We stopped on the edge of the field, where it turned into a swamp
overgrown with willows. My mother, the former chairman of the wom-
en's council in a military town, invited the others to sit and relax and
decide what to do next, while | was anxiously staring at my bare feet,
not knowing where or when my sandals, brought to me from Leningrad
by my father flew off my feet.

| kept silent about my loss, and happily walked barefoot in the
swamp, | moved in step with everybody. We went to the woods on the
horizon, where we were still hoping to find our military unit. We were
lucky and by sunset fortunately came upon our troops who were rest-
ing. Here we all were given hot porridge and spring water, and | was
pleased when my legs were wrapped with soft towels and pulled into
dry boots.

As it became dark, a young commander with a bandaged head
quickly formed a column, which, he explained, in the morning had to
go to Dno Station in the Pskov region where a new defensive line was
being created.

“Do not smoke in the ranks, do not make any noises and do not
talk. We will go through the burning peat. Not a single step off the
path. He who fails — won’t be saved!”

With that we moved! And | suddenly realized that | was terribly
lucky.

“Fools are sleeping at home in their beds.” I thought. “They do not
know what war is! But | know! And someday | will have something
interesting to tell!”

By morning and without any surprises along the way, the column
reached Dno Station. We were very lucky there were no German light-
ers in the sky — a bright rocket with a parachute, which can highlight in
detail everything that is happening on earth. Thanking the commander
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U HE MOBHUCJA HEMELKAs «IaMIla» — spKasi pakeTa Ha IapalltoTe, CIo-
coOHas 10 Melloueil BBICBETUTh BCe, UTO jAeaercs Ha 3emie. [lobmaro-
JapuB KOMaH/AMpPa YacTH 3a OKa3aHHYIO NOMOIb, MaMa IOBeJa XKeH-
LIUH B CTOPOHY >KEJIE3HOJAOPOKHOM CTaHIIMU, a BOCHHbIE HAIlPpaBUJIMCh
COBCEM B JIpPYI'YIO CTOPOHY - TyJa, Iie 1UIa IOATOTOBKAa HOBOI'O 3a-
LIUTHOTO PyOeka, TaM MOJIOAEKb KOIlala TPAHILEU U OKOIIBL.

Ham Bcem oueHb XOTenoCh cnaTh. MaTh TYT ke MPEATIOKIIIA KEH-
LIMHAM COMTH C HachlllM U OTJIOXHYTh Ha TpaBke. Bce ee nmociymanu. ..
W Tyr HaM 1noBe3so: BHM3Y, Ha OTIIMOE, Ha KaKOM-TO CHPOTJIMBO-
OJIMHOKOM IIyTU Mbl YBUJEJIU CTPAHHBIA COCTaB U3 TEIUIylIEeK... YTo
OBLIO IMOTOM — HE TIOMHIO. .. [I0CKOJIBKY 51 BHE3AITHO 3acCHYJIa Ha TOIIEH
TpaBKe y KOJIEC ITOr0 COCTaBa, U MEHs, CIIALIYIO, 3aHECTIH B BarOH.

[TpocHynace 1 yxe BedepoM, KOrja B IIMPOKO PaCKPBITYIO JABEPb
TEIUTYILKU 3ariisiHy/l JeKypHbIH 1Mo craHiuu. Ha kaxaom mieue xe-
JIE3HOI0POKHHUKA BUCEIN Ha PEMHSIX 110 JBa KapaObUHa, U OH JIOBOJILHO
3BIYHBIM I'OJIOCOM KPUKHYIIL:

— Opnnako, TaM... Y necouka! Hemup! necant BeicakuBarot. M eciu
B30PBYT BOJOHAIIOPHYIO OAIIHIO, TO IIMII C MACIOM yeJleM OoTcro1a!

Ha MruoBeHue B BaroHe crajio THXO, KaK BJIPYT MOSl Mama, JIe)KaB-
mIast psiioM CO MHOM B YTy, IOBOJBHO OBICTPO MOJHUMAETCS C TIOIY.
Hes3upas Ha cBOI OrpOMHBIH JKHBOT, OBICTPO HAIIPABISETCS K PaCKpbI-
TO JIBEpH U CITYCKAETCS U3 TEILTYILIKH.

— JlaiiTe kapaOuH, — peIMTENbHO IPOU3HOCUT OHA. — Y MEHS 3/1ECh
Tpoe nerei!

— A BBI cTpensaTh-TO yMeeTe? — Kak-To McIyraHHO CIpalinBaeT ee
MYXXYHMHaA C KapaOMHaMH, BUJIUMO, BCE €lle He pelasch 1aTh e opy-
KUe.

— 4 B 38-m cnana HopmaTuB Ha «Bopommiosckoro crpenka»n! U s
OUYE€Hb X0UY, YTOOBI MOM JIETU yeXaJld U3 3TOro InekJyal

Hecmotps Ha yroBopsl, Mama BCE-TaKH YXOJUT TEIEpPh yKe B IPO-
MO3IJIYI0 TEMEHBb ¢ MAJICHBKUM «OTPSIAOM», K KOTOPOMY IIPUCOEIUHS-
I0TCs €lle JBa WU TPU OXPAaHHMUKA U3 JAJBHUX BaroHOB U J1Ba IIyJIe-
METYMKA U3 3arpaJnuTeIbHON KOMEHJATyphl, OJMH U3 KOTOPBIX TAIIUAT
3a c000 TSKENBIN «MaKCUM», @ BTOPOM — 32 HUM — «IIMHKH» C MaTpo-
HaMH.
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for his help, my mother took the women to the railway station. Mean-
while the military went in the opposite direction, where preparations for
a new defensive line were ongoing; young people were digging trench-
es there.

We all wanted to sleep. Mother immediately suggested women get
off the mound and rest on the grass. All listened to her... And again we
were lucky... at the bottom on the outskirts, at some lonely, lonely
road we saw a strange section of a teplushka, a boxcar for military peo-
ple... What happened next — I can’t remember — since | suddenly fell
asleep on the thin grass near the wheels of that boxcar, and sleeping,
was brought into the carriage.

I awoke in the evening, when a station duty officer looked into the
wide—open door of the teplushka. On each railwayman’s shoulder there
were two carbines on belts. In a very loud voice he shouted, “However,
there... The Germans began to set down troopers. ... and if they blow
up the water tower, there is no way we can leave this place!”

For a moment it was quiet in the carriage when suddenly my moth-
er, who was lying next to me in the corner, abruptly stood up from the
floor. Despite her enormous belly, she quickly went to the opened door
and left the carriage.

“Give me the carbine” she demanded emphatically. “I have three
children here!”

“Do you know how to shoot?” The man with the carbines asked
her, somehow frightened apparently, still not daring to give her a gun.

“I have passed the Voroshilovsky Strelok (shooting norms) in
1938. And I really want my kids to leave this hell!”

Despite the persuasions, my mother disappears into the chilly dark-
ness with a small squad, joined by two or three other guards from dis-
tant boxcars and two gunners from the barrier command post, one of
whom drags a heavy "Maxim", and the second — right after the first one
— dragging a "zinc" with ammunition.
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Sl cama mo-mpexxHEMY CHXKY B YITy TEIUTYIIKH U YJIHBAKOCh TOPb-
KHUMH CJI€3aMH, Teleph YXKe OTIMYHO MOHMMAas, YTO BOWHA — JEJo
cTpanHoe!

Mamepuanvt noocomosnenvt Kyzomoti Fleanosvim, Hykom aemopa
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I am still sitting in the corner of the carriage shedding a flood of
bitter tears. This time | know very well that war is a terrible thing!

Translated by Kuzma lvanov
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Tpudounosa Jlronmuna CepreeBHa poounace 5 Hosops 1933 200a.
Bo epemsa brokaowl Jlenunepaoa ouna ovina pebeHKkom, 0OHAKO 803paAcm
: He nomewan el npossums 83POCIYio
CMouKocms U OMBEMCMBEHHOCIb  3d
JHCUBHL Cecmpbvl U CyMemb Nepelcumy
bnoxkady eopooa, xomopas oaunrace 872
oHs. Ilo okonuanuu 610KaAObl ee cembs
nepebpanace u3 Jlenunepaoa é Houcesck.
Cnycmsa 200w Jloomuna Cepeeegna 6bi-
wina 3amyoic u nepeexana ¢ Hosocubupck.

Me1 xunu B Jlenunrpage. B 1933 ro-
1y, KOrja s poAwiach, rama ¥ mMama 3a-
KOHYMIM MHCTUTYT. OHM o0a cTajiu WH-
KEHepaMHU, 4TO JUIl TOTO BPEMEHHU ObLIO
noyetHo. B cembe Obulo 11Boe 1erel, U
Hallle IETCTBO ObLIO BETMKOJIEITHBIM.

1937-it roxm OBUT TSHKETBIM: MHOTHX BOEHHBIX PYKOBOIWTEINEH
CTpaHbl paccTpessuid. Beex umeromux Boiciiiee 00pa3oBaHUe MPU3HIBA-
JIY B apMUIO JUIsl BOEHHOW MTOATOTOBKH.

22 wuroHs 1941-ro, B BOCKpeceHbE, Mbl U OJIU3KUE JPY3bsl HAIICH
CEeMbH NMPOBOJIWIM JI€Hb 3a ropogoM. O TOM, YTO Hayanach BOHHA, MbI
He 3Hanu. Korzna Mel mpuexanu B ropoj, TaM TBOPUIJIOCH YTO-TO HesiC-
Hoe. neMm u ciwiinm: «BoliHa, BoliHa, BoiiHay. [lana roBoput: «MHe
HYKHO CPOYHO SIBUTbCSA B BOGHKOMAaT». Tak JUig MeHsl Hauanach BOWHA.
XOopomuii, COTHEYHbIN, TOOPBIA €Hb Ha MPUPOJE 3aKOHUMJIICS ITUM
CTpALIHBIM U3BECTHEM.
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Lyudmila Sergeyevna Trifonova was born on November 5, 1933.
She was a child during the Siege of Leningrad. During these years
Lyudmila S. Trifonova took responsibility for herself and her sister’s
life and both survived the dreadful Siege which lasted 872 days. Even-
tually her family was evacuated from Leningrad to Izhevsk. Years after,
she married and moved to Novosibirsk.

We lived in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg). My parents graduated
from the university in 1933, the year | was born. They both got degrees
in engineering which was a very respectful profession at that time.
There were two kids in the family and our childhood was marvelous.

The year 1937 was a hard year for the country: a lot of military
leaders were shot (The Great Purge). All people with higher education
were drafted into the army for training.

On Sunday June
22" our family and
friends were enjoy-
ing time in the coun-
tryside. We didn’t
know that the war
had started until we |
got off the train in
Leningrad: some-
thing seemed
strange. We heard,
“War, war, war...” My father told us, “I must go to the recruitment of-
fice. It is urgent!” In this way the war started for me. A pleasant sunny
day outdoors turned into that terrible news.
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Havanace 3Bakyauust 3aBogoB. HekoTopele 3aBOJbl OCTaBUIIU pa-
6otartp B Jlenunrpaze. [lane, mockoabKy OH MME OTHOLICHHE K BOMH-
CKOH CIIEHMaNbHOCTH, MPHUIIOCH 3aHATH PYKOBOJAIIYIO JTOJIKHOCTb.
Ho yxe B 1941-M romy ero TsHKeJno paHWIO U OH TOMall B TOCITUTAIb.
I'ocniuans Bo Bpems 6JI0KaIbl — 3TO TOJ0, X004 1 OomOexxku. Mama
3a0paia ero 10MoM, aymas, uyto Tak Oyxaer syumre. Ho B nqexabpe 41-ro
OH YMEp OT HEJO0JEUYEHHOT0 PaHeHHUs U OT ucTouleHus. Hama nponuas
KU3Hb HAM Ka3ajach CKa3KoM, O YeM MbI YaCTO BCIIOMUHAIIH.

Korna nayanace BoliHa, MpeAnpusTHE, T padoTana Mama Oyxrai-
TE€pOM, pachopMHpOBAIM U NEPECTPOUIIN /Il BOCHHBIX HYXK/: BMECTO
OpUTB cTalM BBITYCKaTh MaTpoHbl. Mama crana pabotats mo 12-14 yga-
COB OOBIYHBIM PabOYUM.

Urto MBI, ceMu-, BOCbMIIETHUE JETH, MOTJIU JenaTh? B cpaxeHusx
y4acTBOBaTh Mbl HEe Moryid. HeMiipl nro0unu cOpachiBaTh 3a’KUTAIKU:
OT HUX pa3ropajcs Moxap, U Mo eI IOTOM MOXKHO JIErKO OOMOMWTE.
Mg 3a0upaivch Ha YepAaky, KPbIIK U JTOBWIMA 3TH 3aKUTAJIKH, a MO-
TOM 3aTaJIKHBAIU X B OOYKH, IIECOK MIIH BOAY.

JlenuHrpan — 3T0 ropoa-mysei. B nepBbie 1HM BOMHBI HaYaIu Ipsi-
TaTh MaMSATHUKHU, YTOOBI UX cracTu. YacTh MaMsITHUKOB ObUIM MPOCTO
3apBITHI, KaK, HApUMEpP, KOHU Ha AHUYKOBOM MOCTy. [pyrue, kak ma-
MmaTHUK [letpy |, koTopble ¢ mocTaMeHTa ObLJIO CHSTH HEJNb3sl, OOKJa-
JIBIBAJIM MEMIKaMH C TIECKOM. MBI, MaJIeHbKHE JI€TH, TOXKE y4aCTBOBAJIU
B OTOM: CHJI€IM BO JABOpE, HAOMBAJIM MaJECHbKHE MEIIOYKU (UYJIKH,
HOCKH) MECKOM M OOKJIaJIbIBaJI UMM NaMATHUKU. CBepXy Kiaiu 00Jib-
IIM€ MEIIKHU C MeCKOM. Tak ¥ COXPaHsIM NaMATHUKH.

MHorue 1ieHHOCTH OBUTH BBIBE3EHBI B IPYTHUE TOPOJIA HAIIeH cTpa-
Hbl; HoBocuOupck B ux uucie. B HegoctpoeHHOM Teatpe ornepsl u 0a-
JeTa B MOJA3EMHBIX rajlepesix XPaHUIIMCh JKCIIOHAThl U3 My3eeB [las-
noBcka, Ilereproda, EkarepuHuHCKOro JABOpLA, KapTHHBI U3
OpmuTaxa.

o 8 centsiOps 1941 rona JleHuHrpana nepexuBan >KyTKue OoM-
O6exku u obctpensl U3 Tsokenslx opynuil. C IlynkoBckux BbicoT Jle-
HUHTpaJ BUJAEH, Kak Ha yazgomke. [letp | crpoun ero He XxaoTuyHo, a
kBajapatamu. OOcTpenuBarh ObUIO OYEHB JIETKO, MO KBajpaTaM: CEro-
IIHS ¢ yTpa OJUH, BeuepoM — Apyroil. O6cTpensl OblIu cTpaliHee 60M-
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Evacuation of many plants started although some plants re-
mained. My father who had military training at university had to accept
a position of responsibility. He was wounded in 1941 and had to go to a
hospital. Hospitals during the Siege were places of hunger, cold, and
bombing so my mother took him home thinking it would be better for
him. Sadly, my father died in December, 1941 because of undertreated
injuries and exhaustion. Our past life seemed like a fairy tale; we remi-
nisced about it.

At the beginning of the war the factory where my mom worked
as an accountant was converted from an enterprise that produced shav-
ers to a factory making ammunition such as bullets for cartridges. Now
she worked for twelve to fourteen hours per day as an assembly worker.
What could we, seven and eight year old kids do to help? Still, we
thought of ways. Germans dropped lighters from planes. These lighters
or candles, made it easier to see and attack targets. We went to attics
and roofs to see where the lighters had landed. We gathered the candles
and put them into barrels of sand and water to extinguish them.

Leningrad is an open air museum. During the first days of the
war people removed the monuments and hid them. Some of them were
buried, like the horses from Anichkov Bridge. They were placed into
huge pits and covered. Other monuments, like the statue of Peter the
Great were impossible to remove from their pedestals, so they were
protected with sand bags. Because of this, they are intact now. Little
kids like me made small sand bags by putting sand into socks. We cov-
ered the monuments with them first then placed bigger sand bags on
top.

Other treasures were taken out of Leningrad to different cities
around the country including Novosibirsk. The Novosibirsk Opera and
Ballet Theater had underground galleries where exhibits from Pavlov-
sky Grand Palace, pictures from the Hermitage, as well as treasures
from the Peterhof and the Catherine Palaces were hidden during the
war years.

Until September 8, 1941 Leningrad saw severe bombing and
shelling from heavy guns. From Pulkovo Heights the whole city of
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OeKeK - THKENBIMU OPYIUSMU YHUUTOXKAJIOCHh Bee. Bee ciymianu met-
POHOM: KaK TOJIKO MPEeKpalialics ero 3ByK, 00bsBIsIaCh TPEBOTa.

A 8 cenTs6ps 1941 roga Hayamace 60kana. JIeHUHTpam BO BpeMs
BOMHBI — 3TO HE TOJIBKO OOMOEXKKH M OOCTpeINbl, HO U CTPALIHBII TO-
JI0J, OTCYTCTBUE BOJBI, TEIUIa, AJIEKTpUUYECTBA. J[HEBHOTO CBETa HET,
BMECTO OKOH BCTaBJIeHbI (aHepku. KU B KOMHATKE KOMMYHaIbHON
KBapTHPHL, T1e Ob1I0 eme 13 cemeii.

[lepBbie aBa Mecsia, CeHTSIOPh U OKTSOPb, MBI C CECTPOM CIycKa-
TUCh B O0MOOYOEKHIIe B MOABAJ HAMIErO JOMa. XOJIOJHO, CBIPO, He-
YIOTHO, T0oJI0J1HO. [ToTOM MBI CIiycKaThCs iepecTaiy, NpuBbIKiIu. Cunra-
JH: HY, yMpeM, Tak ympeM. Ho, rimaBHoe, 9To B OKTSA0Ope Hadacs ToJIoI.
[TosTOMy 0OCTpENOB MBI HE OOSITUCH, OBLIO TOJIBKO YyBCTBO OE3yMHOTO,
6e3bicxonHoro ronoaa. Kazamnoch, 4To 3TO HEe 3aKOHUMTCS HUKOraa. S
cMoTpera Ha 00ou 1 gymana: [louemy ke uX Helb3s eCTh?

JlenuHrpan ui Ha BCEM MPHUBO3HOM, CBOMX 3alacOB y ropoja He
Obu10. HUKTO HE MyMai o ToM, 9To OyzAeT Takoe uctbitanue. C oKTsOps
WOKIMBEHIIAM M JIETSAM Hayalu BblAaBaTh 125 rpaMMoB xsie0a B JI€Hb.
Nx nano ObulO pa3genuTh Ha Tpu 4acTu. Eciiv yenoBek chenan Bce
cpasy, OH MOT yMmepeTh. Sl mpsitana xyied, 3aKpbIBasi €ro Ha KI04, 4To-
Obl He checTh pa3oMm. MHorga mama ¢ paboThl IPUHOCHIIA CYI HEH3-
BECTHO U3 4ero, HO 3TO Obul ropsuuil cyn! Xnebd Toxe ObLI HEHATy-
panbHbIii: B HeM Obuto Tonbko 40 % pikaHOM MyKH, OCTalbHOE —
OTpyOH, 1IEIJUTI0I03a, 000iTHAs MyKa, )XKMBIX. C Takoil HOpMOIt xj1e6a MbI
nony4anu 170 kuiiokanopuil B ieHb, TOT/Ia Kak JJIs1 OOBIYHOTO YeloBe-
ka HyxHO 1800 KmiIOKaJIOpUi Kak MHUHUMYM, a TPYASIIEMYCsS — €Ille
Oosble.

EcTh x51€06 HY>KHO OBUIO C KHMIISITKOM, TOTJa YyBCTBO rojioja Mpu-
TYIJs10Ch. Eciii BOABI HET, 3HAYUT, HAJI0 WITH 3a BOJAOW. S oneBana
cecTpy U Opana ee ¢ co0oif, 00sich, uTO 10M pa3ooMOsAT. OnHOM pyKo
s Iep)Kana cecTpy, a B Apyroil Hecia yaiiHuUK. Boay Mbl HaOupanu u3
BOJIONPOBOIA, B KOTOpBIA nomana 6omOa. OH mpojoikan paboTaTh,
ortyna 6un ¢ontan Boael. Ham momoranu B3pocibie. OHM 3auepribiBa-
JY BOJIy U HaJMBAJIM B Haml yailHUK. Ml numm obpatHo. Boxy Hy»kHO
OBLIO BCKUTIATHUT.
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Leningrad could be seen in full view. The city, built by Peter the Great
is laid out in squares not randomly. So, it was very easy to shell Lenin-
grad square by square. The shelling was more horrible than the bomb-
ing; heavy guns destroyed everything. As soon as we heard the metro-
nome and the air raid siren sound, we rushed to the shelters.

The Siege started on September 8, 1941. During the war the resi-
dents of Leningrad suffered from not only hunger, bombings and shoot-
ing but also a lack of water, warmth, and electricity. Plywood replaced
glass in windows blocking any daylight. We lived in a tiny dim room in
a multifamily unit that we shared with thirteen other families.

During the first two months, September and October, my sister and
| would go down to the shelter in the basement of our house quite often.
It was cold, damp, and uncomfortable, and we were so hungry. Howev-
er, there were wooden pallets, where we could sit or lie down. One day
we just stopped going down because we got used to the idea that we
might die. But the worst thing was the feeling of mad and desperate
hunger. It seemed that it would never end. | looked at the wallpaper and
thought, “Why can’t we eat it?”

There were no food stocks in Leningrad; everything was transport-
ed to the city from other parts of the country. Nobody had expected
such an ordeal. Dependents and children got 125 grams of bread per
day, which was to be divided into 3 meals. A man could die if he ate
his entire ration at once. | would hide my portion of bread by locking it
up with the key. Sometimes my mother brought home from work some
soup with mystery ingredients. But, at least it was hot! The bread
wasn’t all natural either: it was only 40% rye flour; the rest consisted of
bran, whole-wheat, cellulose pulp, and oilcake. The bread provided 170
kilocalories per day; the minimum for an ordinary man is 1800 — for a
working man even more.

The bread was often eaten with boiling water to quell our hunger. If
there was no water, we had to go for it. | would dress my sister and take
her with me because | was afraid that in my absence our house would
be bombed. In my right hand | carried a kettle, in my left hand I held
my sister’s hand. In this way we went to a water pit that was created by
a bomb. The water supply system was still working and there was a
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[Tocpenu kKOMHaTBI cTOsula OypXKyiKa, METaTIMYEcKas IMedyka
caHTuMeTpoB 50 B JJIMHY M CTOJBKO K€ B BbICOTY, 40 CM B IIMPHUHY.
Tpy6a neuxu Oblna BbIBeneHa B OKHO. J[poB He Obuno. Tommmu, yem
NPUICTCA: JEPEeBSHHBIMU BEIIaMH, CTYJBSMH, CTOJIaMH, IIKadaMH.
Bypxyiika f1aeT Terio, TOJbKO KOIJla TOPUT, U OCTHIBAET OYCHb OBICT-
po. Xonox ObUT XKYTKUHN, IIOCTOSHHO XOAWJIH B IIy0ax, CraTh JOKHIUCH
oJeThIMH. MBI crianu BIBOEM C CECTPOHl Ha METaNIM4eCKOM KpOBaTH.
MHe 1o HouaM Kazajoch, YTO YTO-TO CIYYMJIOCH, CIUIIKOM YX THXO
OHa cnajna. 5l cecTpy Bce BpeMs Tporajia M IOCTOSHHO CIIpallliBaa:
«Towma, eI )xuBa? ToMa, ThI )KHUBA?»

[TocnenHee, 4To CKUranoch, OblIM KHUTM. EAMHCTBEHHas KHUra,
KOTopasi He Oblna coxokeHa, 3To — «EBrennit OHerun». S uurana po-
MaH BCJIyX CECTpe, KOTJla Mbl CHJIEIN Ha OKHE JIpYyT IpOTUB Apyra. My-
3bIKa CTHUXA MEHs yCIOKauBasa. JTo Oblla €TUHCTBEHHAs! BO3MOXKHOCTb
OTBJIEUBCSI.

K nmekabpro mama yxe He paboTana, y Hee Havalach JUCTPOQUS.

Tenepr kpome 125 rpammoB xsie6a Ha CEMBIO Y HaC HE ObUIO HUYETO.
B xonne nexabpsa Hopmy xiebda ysenuumin a0 200 rpaMMoB. DTo ObL1
npa3aHuK. XoTs 1 3THX 125 rpamMmoB He Obl10 Obl, eciau Obl He JIagox-
CKOE 03€p0, KOTOPOE ObUIO CBSI3YIOLIEH HUTBHIO, IOTOMY YTO MOPO3bI
1941-1942 ronoB mocturanu 40 rpaaycoB, Y4ero HUKOTIA MPEXKaC HE
obuto B Jlenunrpane. Hukorma. Mopo3sl Obutn Oefoi, HO U OiaroMm
OJTHOBPEMEHHO. MBI ObLTH OTOPBaHbBI OT BCETO MUpA.

Jlanora 3amep3iia, ¥ MOXKHO OBLIO MPOJIOKUTH 1O HEll Jopory, 4To-
Obl MOABO3UTH NMPOAYKTHL. OIHAKO MO 10pOre MOXKHO ObUIO €XxaThb Ipe-
HMMYIIECTBEHHO HOYBIO, TOCKOJIBKY O00MOMIM HeMHOro mensblie. [llect-
HaJaTu-, CEMHAATUICTHUE IEeBYIIKH pabotanu Ha Jlajgore »KUBBIMU
«poHaprukamu». OHU OCBELIAIH MTyTh MALIMH B TEMHOTE. DTH (POHAPUKU
JIEBYOHKH TIPSATAIH TOJ| BaTHUKH. [Ipy mpuOIMKeHNH MaIuHbl OHU WX
OTKpBIBAJIM, 4TOOBI MyTh ObUI BUAEH. MHOrMe TaM norudaiau, MOTOMYy
4T0 OOMOEXKKH MPOJIOIKAINCH, @ CIPATATHCS OBbLIO HETJe.

VY mogepoB Toxe Obuta reponyeckast poss. Hano 6su10 npoittu 30
KWJIOMETPOB B  XOJIOA, MOpO3, BeTep, Moj OoMmOexKamMu U
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water fountain that poured out of it. After some adults helped us put the
water in a kettle, we went home to boil the water. In the middle of the
room there was a burzhuyka, a metal stove fifty centimeters in length
and height, and forty in width. The stovepipe went through a hole in the
plywood where a window used to be. We burned all of our wooden
things: the chairs, the table, the cabinet. The wood burned fast and the
stove cooled quickly; it was warm only while it was burning. The cold
was terribly bitter. We wore fur coats all the time and slept dressed. |
slept with my sister on a metal bed. | would touch her all the time wor-
rying that something had happened to her. She used to sleep as silently
as a mouse. I whispered constantly, “Toma, are you alive? Toma, are
you alive?”

AR
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Kurenu 6nokannoro Jlenunrpana HabuparoT BOAY
Leningrad Residents Getting Water during Siege

The last thing we burned were the books. The only book we didn’t
burn was Eugene Onegin. | read it aloud while my sister and | were sit-
ting opposite each other near the window. The sound of verse calmed
me. It was the only way to forget our hardships.

By December our mother was no longer able to work; she had dys-
trophy. Now we had only bread to eat. At this time, the ration of bread
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JOCTaBUTh XJIe0, MPOIYKTHI B ropoj. O0e JABEpIbl y MAIllMH JIOJDKHBI
OBLITU OBITH OTKPBITHI, YTOOBI BOJUTEH MOT BHICKOYHUTH B JIFO0OM MO-
MeHT. Eciu mMammHa TOHyJa WK TI0Majajia B BOPOHKY, BOAUTEIU BhI-
OpaceIBasi ATOT XJIeO Ha JieJ, MMOKa MallliHA COBCEM HE YXOIMJa MO
Boay. OOpaTHO W3 TOpoja MalIUMHBI Be3Nu jaereid. Toxe oOCTpelbl u
TOK€E THOIN JIFOIH.

Hopora uepe3 Jlagoxckoe o3epo - «lopora »xu3nm»
Ladoga Road, Road of Life

Camas Oonpbmast 3Bakyarus Obuta gerom 1942 roma. Hac sBakym-
poBanu yxxe B ceHTs0pe. CHavana Ha Oapxe mo Jlagore Hy HO ObLIO
noopathest 10 kene3Hoi noporu. Illnu Tpu Gapku, Hama Oblia moce-
penune. HecmoTpss Ha KpacHble KpecTbl, IEPBYIO U TPETbIO OapKu
Hemibl notonuau. Ha Gap:kax OblIM B OCHOBHOM JKEHIIMHBI U JIETH,
npuyeMm feteid 6bputo Oonpre. [LTbITH YeMOJaHIYNKH, TETCKUE IATIOYKH
¢ ToHynwmx Oap. Ito OblIO cTpamHo. Kak Hama 6ap)ka He MOTOHYIA,
s HE 3HAIO.

DBakyanus 1uIa mojropa Mecsana. Mpl eXajil B TPy30BbIX BaroHax.
Ha BepxHue noiku knanu aereid. Ha HUKHUX pa3Menannch KeHIIUHBI,
MOCKOJIBKY UM TTPUXOJIMIIOCH BBIXOJNTH Ha Kax10i octaHoBKe. CocTaB
MOT CTOSITh U HEJIEJI0 — HAaBCTPEeUy I BOMHCKHE 3IIEIOHbI, KOTOPbIE
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was increased to 200 grams. This was joy. Bread was delivered by La-
doga Lake. That December, the temperature dropped to about 41°C.
Leningrad had never known such cold before. It was a hardship, but a
blessing as well. We were cut off from the mainland during the siege
except Ladoga Lake which was used as a road in winter.

Ladoga Lake had frozen so it was possible to cross it and to
provide Leningrad with food. A supply line operated only at nights be-
cause the German attacks were less intensive than during the daytime.
Girls sixteen and seventeen years old worked on the Ladoga line as live
flashlights. Snowstorms, blizzards, and wind. Trucks had to go. These
girls hid flashlights under their quilted jackets, which they flashed only
when trucks were coming. German attacks caused a lot of shell-holes in
the ice. Many girls died there because of the bombing; tragically they
weren’t able to escape.

The drivers played a heroic role too. They had to drive thirty kilo-
meters to deliver bread in the bitter cold, wind and bombing. Both
doors of the truck had to remain open so that the drivers could get out
at any moment. Still, they didn’t abandon any sinking trucks; they
saved the goods needed for Leningrad citizens. On their way back from
the city the drivers took children. At Ladoga Lake, many drivers and
children perished.

The biggest evacuation was in the summer of 1942. We were evac-
uated in September. First, we had to reach the railway across Ladoga
Lake by barge. Three barges set out, ours was the second. There were
women and children on board. All barges were clearly marked with red
crosses; still, the Germans sank the first and the third barges. It was
heartbreaking. Little hats and suitcases floated nearby as our barge
passed. | do not know how we managed to survive.

The evacuation lasted for a month and a half. We were transported
by supply trucks. Inside the trucks, there were three levels of pallets.
The higher and the second pallets were for children, and women took
the lower level because they had to get off at all stops. The train might
stop for a week to let military trains carrying troops, equipment, and

135



IIOPTPETHI BETEPAHOB

BE3JIM Ha (POHT JIOZACH, 000pyIOBaHKE, BOOPYKEHHUE, UX HAIO OBLIO
npomnyckatb. JlJis HacC OCTaHOBKa ObLIa PajoCThlO, MOTOMY YTO HAC
kopmuid. JlaBanu kamry, xjae0, KUIATKA BIIOBOJIb. MBI OThEAATUCH.
B centsa6pe emre Tenio, MOXHO ObIIO BBIMTH U3 TyLITHOT'O BaroHa.

N3 Jlenunrpaaa 3BakyupoBaJidi MHOTO AeTed. BbIBO3uiIu B pas-
HBIE TOpOJa CTpaHbl, OPOPMIISUIM B JETCKUE J0Ma. MHOTHE JEeTH HE
MOMHHWJIM HU CBOMX MMeH, HM ¢amwinid. Kakue mmeHa moimyumnu B
JIETCKOM JIOME, C TaKMMH M ocTaluch. Ilenoe mokoneHnue... Koneuno,
HaXOWINCH JIIOIM, KOTOPbIE YCHIHOBIISIN TaKUX JAETEH.

OBakyupoBaiu Hac B MxeBck. B mikony s onosgana: B ceHTIOpe
1942 roma HyxHO OBUIO MATH B MEPBBIH KJIACC, HO TMEPBOKJIAIIEK HE
Opanu. [losTomy B mepBbIi Kiace s MoOILIa MouTy B 9 jer. Brimie Becex
pocToMm, Xyjasi, Harojio o0putas — OOsUTMCh TH(a B IMOE37]aX BO BpPEeMs
dBaKyallM, MO3TOMY Bcex jaeredd oOpunu. Korma mbl Bce, moxoxue
JpyT Ha Jipyra, exajld BMECTe, 9TO ObLJIO HE3aMeTHO. A B Kiacce s Ta-
Kasl OKa3ajach OJHA: AJUHHAs, Xynaas, ¢ OpuToil ronoBoil. S mydmre
BCEX yMeJla YMTaTh W CYMTATh, U YUUTEIHHUIIA NMPOCHIIA MEHS YUTATh
10 cJIoraM Iepej BceM KiaccoM. A s 4yBCTBOBaja ce0sl OUEHb HEJNOB-
KO, CTOS Y JOCKH TIOJT B3TJIIJaMH OJTHOKJIACCHUKOB M YUTAs MO CJIOTaM.
Ha cnenyrommii rox s cama, HE CIIPOCUB MaMy, IEpeluia B APYryrO
IIKOJIy BO BTOpO# kiacc. Haunnanace Haiia MupHas ku3Hb. Briocnen-
CTBUH, BB/ 3aMYXK, s llepeexana kutb B HoBocubupck.

Humepsvio Onveu Canunoti u Eeeenusa Banugamvesa

JlHeBHast HOpMa xJieba
B 0J10KaHOM JIeHnH-
rpaje

Daily Bread Ration dur-
ing Siege
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weaponry pass by. Every stop was a joy for children. First of all, we
were fed with enough porridge, bread, and boiling water. It was a bless-
ing. Furthermore, September was warm and we could get out of the
stuffy carriage.

Many children were evacuated from Leningrad during the
Siege. They were sent to different cities of the country and placed in
orphanages. Many did not remember their names or their surnames.
They were given names in the orphan houses and lived with these
names. A whole generation... . Of course, many people adopted chil-
dren from orphanages. What else could we do?

We were evacuated to Izhevsk. | started school late. In September
1942 first-graders were not enrolled in school. So | went to first grade
when | was nine. | was the tallest girl in the class; skinny with a shaved
head. When we were evacuated from Leningrad, people were afraid of
catching a fever so all children’s heads were shaved. When we were
together in the train, it was normal. But in class | was the only one who
looked like that. | was able to read and count better than others but our
teacher demanded we all read syllable by syllable. But the most humili-
ating part of it was that | had to do it in front of the whole class. | felt
embarrassed standing so tall and thin with my shaved head, my class
mates watching me. | ended up switching schools but never told my
mum what happened. It was the beginning of our peaceful life. When |
grew up, | married and moved to Novosibirsk.

Translated by Olga Sanina

Helsink [s) A
[Ipoasmxenue =
p A ) Gulf of Finland
HEMEILKOM apMHH B .
HarpasieHuu Jle- Ta n%/'
HuHTpasa, 1941 r. 3 ESTONIA

The German Army i
advance towards ' to 9 July 194!

Leningrad, 1941

to | September 94|
H.lga

|_,e.. T V
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to 5 December 194
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